
Dreamworks vs Pixar : Battle of the animation studios

 Animation studio 
DreamWorks, maker of hit films 
like Shrek and How to Train Your 
Dragon, is one of the top anima-
tion studios. 
 They hope to reintro-
duce the world to its leadership in 
making films. Dreamworks’ last 
movie, The Bad Guys 2, made over 
200 million dollars worldwide. 
 Pixar is another top an-
imation studio. Pixar has many 

top childhood movies such as 
Cars and Toy Story. 
 The very respectable 
animation studio stands as an im-
portant company that shows an-
imation can be pushed farteher 
to its limits, thanks to its ground-
breaking work in computer ani-
mation. 
 Pixar continues to keep 
coming out with more and more 
movies that do amazing in the 
box office. Their most recent 
movie, Elio, made 154 million dol-
lars world wide.

 
 Both DreamWorks and 
Pixar have ushered in an age 
where animation is not just for 
children but a proper genre of 
storytelling.
  The fact that both con-
tinue to thrive is testament that 
animation is a living art. As they 
both keep growing as companies, 
each one will continue to strive to 
be the top animation studio.

VS
aka Charlie Sheen documentary is a cautionary tale

Is this the end of a Marvel-ous Era?
 
 
 
 
 

Pivotal. That is how fans would 
describe the beginning of Mar-
vel’s MCU with Robert Downey 
Jr.’s Iron Man. While it did not beat 
Christopher Nolan’s The Dark 
Knight as the best comic book 
movie of the year, for the first 
time, Marvel had truly attracted 
audiences, comic fans and casual 
moviegoers alike becoming a box 
office success. As fans would see, 
Iron Man was only the beginning 
of a larger arc spanning over a de-
cade.
  Yet, with the release of 
Avengers Endgame, the culmina-
tion of everything the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe had built up 
to until that point, fans were left 
with the question: What next? 

Should the MCU continue? Spi-
derman Far From Home would be 
the next movie to release, allow-
ing for some characters to feel 
the repercussions of the previous 
movie, but with the COVID-19 
pandemic, Marvel would change 
their format. 
 Multiple shows would 
be released on streaming services 
receiving a mix of reviews before 
Marvel began to release movies 
once again, yet the feeling was 
never quite the same. A few no-
table movies would be released, 
such as Spiderman : No Way Home 
or Guardians of the Galaxy Volume 
3, but sales would continue to de-
cline along with reviews. Up until 
this year, 2025, in which Marvel’s 
movies have been met with genu-
inely positive reviews. 
 Captain America: Brave 
New World was met with mostly 
positive reviews, but financially, 

it flopped, becoming one of the 
fourth worst Marvel movies in the 
box office. Yet, to many’s surprise, 
the next movie Thunderbolts* 
was a critically acclaimed movie, 
receiving 88% from critics and 
93% from audiences on Rotten 
Tomatoes. Still, it was a critical 
flop. Finally, Fantastic Four First 
Steps released in July, and it was 
even more beloved than Thunder-
bolts*. Yet, currently, its box office 
reports continue to decline, as in 
its second week it was down 80%, 
along with, DC’s Superman far 
surpassing Fantastic Four’s current 
sales. 
 This marked the first 
time since 2008 in which DC 
passed Marvel in the box office. 
Now, Marvel’s last chance of re-
demption is a large turn in the 
box office, or Avengers Doomsday 
and Spiderman: Brand New Day 
in 2026. Is it time to put away the 

cinematic mask for Marvel and 
start anew? 
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  Through the 
1990s and 2000s, actor Charlie 
Sheen could be described as two 
words : loose cannon. Netflix 
released a two-episode documen-
tary on him September 10, and it 
has made its way through their 
top ten for a number of weeks. 
Aka Charlie Sheen is one of the 
most interesting documentaries 
I have watched, with cool guests 
and exciting stories.
  To begin, I only knew 
of the actor through the sitcom 
Two and a Half Men, and I had 
only watched bits and pieces of 
the show whether on Tiktok or 

Instagram. This opened up my 
eyes to how crazy Hollywood can 
be, and how his story should be a 
cautionary tale to rising actors.

 The documentary is 
split into three parts : partying, 
partying but with consequences, 
and the effects of those conse-
quences. The first part is where 
you get the more rambunctious 
stories, with his early career 
taking off and him trying to land 
and navigate big roles. It was 
more of a behind-the-scenes 
look at him, rather than how he 
worked with his fellow co-stars. 
 To be clear, Sheen is 
a guy who shouldn’t really be 
looked up to. He had problems 

with drugs, alcohol, and women, 
but today he has stayed 7 years 
sober. That shows there is always 
light at the end of the tunnel, 
and to take advantage of your life 
when you get it. 
 I mean, the ABC 
interview with him and Andrea 
Canning basically summarizes 
how down in the depths one can 
get.
When I say cautionary tale, I 
mean it. There is a quote in the 
documentary that goes some-
thing like this, “Everyone knows 
what to do when they fail, that is, 
to keep trying.
  But no one is taught 
what to do when they are given 
success.” This applies to Sheen in 

a way that he almost felt himself 
as invincible, that he could go on 
these month-long party benders 
and come back to work like noth-
ing happened. 
 The documentary does 
a good job at keeping a positive 
light on him, so you’re rooting 
for him to stay clean and not fall 
back into trouble. As someone 
who barely knew who he was 
at first, I personally enjoyed the 
documentary. 
 It did a good job at high-
lighting major highs and lows, 
but found a way to keep me off 
my phone and engaged. I’d give 
it about 8/10, for doing a great job 
at capturing the troubled star’s 
life. 


