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One week, two wins: Patriots dominate the Raiders

by blaiR huRst

spoRts editoR

 The Lady Patriots soc-
cer team had a great season, fin-
ishing with the MAIS Division 
One Girls soccer state title and 
Coach Duncan’s 28th career state 
championship. The girls had 13 
wins and 7 losses over the season. 
Throughout the season the play-
ers had outstanding performanc-
es across all grades. The junior 
varsity team had an outstanding 
season as well with only one loss 
against Collierville. 
 The varsity team had 
a great season opener on Au-
gust 2nd with a 14-0 win against 
Parklane. They continued their 
winning streak until August 25th 
when they suffered a tough loss to 
Hartfield. The next week, the girls 
suffered another loss to Jackson 
Academy. In September the girls 
started out strong with a confer-
ence win against Presbyterian 
Christian Academy and another 
big win against MRA a week later. 
 Every year, the varsity 
team travels to Collierville, Ten-
nessee to participate in the Rivals 
Tournament. The girls played 
hard that weekend, but unfortu-
nately did not come out with a 
result. 
 The following week, 
both varsity and junior varsity 
beat Jackson Academy, their first 

win against them all season.  
 On September 22nd, the 
team traveled down Lakeland to 
play Hartfield Academy. They 
played a tough game but came up 
short with a 1-2 loss. Towards the 
end of September the girls had 
two more wins under their belt. 
On October 3rd semifinals began 
strong, Prep beat Parklane to ad-
vance to the second game. Thurs-
day of the same week, the girls 
played MRA at home. Emotions 
were high as the game started, 
but the girls played well and got 
the result. 
 Monday, October 10th 
was State Championship day. The 
varsity girls were nervous but also 
excited and ready to play. The first 
half of the game had no score for 
either team. The varsity girls were 
ready for a goal and had made 
many opportunities. The second 
half brought 2 goals for Prep and 
gained the girls the state title. The 
team stormed the field to cele-
brate their State Championship 
title, which they have not had in 
two years. Along with the team, 
the fans rushed to the field to cel-
ebrate with the girls. Overall, the 
Lady Patriots had a great season 
ending with this best outcome.
 Senior Midfielder 
Grayson Dausman said, “It was 
so great to win the championship 
my senior year and for us to re-
claim the state title.”

Soccer:
2-0

Football:
35-7

 In Week 9, Prep took on 
the Jackson Academy Raiders. 
This was a huge game for both 
teams because this game could 
determine where each team is in 
the standings at the end of the 
year. Every year, Jackson Prep and 
Jackson Academy fans eagerly 
anticipate their annual football 
game
 The two schools have been 
rivals for decades, and the week of 
the matchup always brings high 
tensions. In the week of the foot-
ball game, many students have 
participated in what is known as 
“fight week” through the years. 
Most of fight week is innocent 
enough, but it has gotten ugly 
in the past. Students from both 
schools have often been accused 
of vandalizing the opposing 
school’s houses by rolling them, 
shooting paintballs, throwing 
eggs, etc. This is highly frowned 
upon by both schools and the city 
of Jackson, so the heads of both 
schools sent out a joint email ad-
dressing the situation. This email 
warned students of increased po-
lice presence in local neighbor-
hoods like Eastover and Masena 
Heights, and that any students 
caught vandalizing property 

would be prosecuted. 
 This year’s game ended 
with a blowout win for Prep, 
with a final score of 35-7. The 
Prep Quarterback, senior Paxton 
Thompson, Passed for 198 yards 
and 3 touchdowns to receivers 
Will Upton, William Laird, and 
Owen McCraney, winning Bank 
Plus player of the week in the 
process. Running backs Owen 
Ishee, Ford Futvoye, and Cole 
Gideon combined for 82 yards on 
the ground. Prep’s defense stifled 
JA’s offense, totalling 51 tackles, 6 
sacks, and 2 interceptions. 
 This dominating win from 
the Patriots shows great promise 
for the rest of the season, and it 
being against JA is just the cherry 
on top.
 Junior receiver Owen Mc-
Craney said, “We were ready 
for ‘em and came out unstoppa-
ble.” 
 When asked about the stu-
dent section, Senior Allison Cur-
rie said, “It was really cool to see 
everyone be so loud and engaged 
in the stands at a game against 
our biggest rival and to see ev-
eryone get their heads shaved. 
That’s my favorite tradition at the 
JA game, and I’ll miss it the most 
next year. I won’t miss my house 
getting rolled during fight week,
though, since my siblings and I 
will all be graduated.”

Coach Duncan’s girls 
reclaim their  state title

Varsity Football 
takes another win
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