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Sentry I

 A recurring theme in these past couple weeks has been the 
recitation of poetry in most English classes. When this happens, 
students always ask the same question: “Do we really need to learn 
poetry, and if so, when will we use this skill in the outside world?” 
Teachers continue to assign poetry to students year after year, but 
the fact of the matter is that students will not use poetry memoriza-
tion in the outside world.
 When students speak of their doubt of reciting poetry, 
teachers speak of how it helps you with other memorization skills. 
This argument, however, does not make sense. What is the point of 
memorizing a poem that you don’t understand, when you have to 
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time in class learning how to recite poetry the correct way, or learn 
how to write emails instead? In my opinion, emails will help you in 
the long run. The reason is because in life, you will most likely not 
be in a situation where you have to recite a poem, but there are many 
situations where you will have to write emails or other documents.
 Another argument for not reciting poetry is based on how 
the teachers grade it. Teachers expect that the student will recite the 
<;19�C5@4�-<<>;<>5-@1�.;0E�8-:3A-31�-:0�<;5?1���%@A01:@?�->1�-8?;�
expected to project their voice and have rhythm, proper pronunci-
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are not taking a speech class or a drama class, but rather are enrolled 
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standards. 
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everything can be provided  to you through technology. Technology 
is the way of the future and it is growing day by day. This is why you 
should not have to learn to memorize any kind of poetry or useless 
5:2;>9-@5;:�.1/-A?1�E;A�/-:�8;;7�5@�A<�5:�-�9-@@1>�;2�?1/;:0?��%@A-
dents in the upcoming years should not have to recite or memorize 
any useless information because, in the real world, they will be able 
@;�ŋ:0�5@�;:�@41�5:@1>:1@�

End mandatory poetry recitation
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Concert managers at fault for Astroworld disaster
 Recently, tragedy struck Houston, Texas as the mosh pit at the 2021 Astroworld Festival turned 
into something no one ever thought it would be. Attendants of the annual music festival run by Travis 
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deaths of at least 10 people and the cancellation of the second night of the festival.
 A common point of contention since that fateful night was who exactly is at fault for the tragedy. 
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of control. However, it is absolutely the Astroworld Festival’s concert manager’s fault for letting the crowd 
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ny quoted to be the “world’s leading live entertainment company”, should be held criminally responsible 
for the events. 
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accident in which an employee walking near a staging area was struck in the head by a six-foot metal 
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lawyer, states that “The chaotic nature of such large events creates great risk.” 
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to the screaming crowd while they were being crushed. He had the absolute obligation to pay attention 
to the crowd when they were telling him that there was no room to move, no room to breathe; he should 
have verbally told the audience to stop stampeding towards the front of the venue and to instead take 
some steps back to give room for people to breathe.
 However, as far as the concert goes, what is done is done. As awful as it is, no one can get the 
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happened that night. It is important to consider throughout this investigation the job of the people that 
managed the concert. It was the managers who were supposed to ensure that the concert ran smoothly, 
and they failed miserably at their job. Performers should use this awful event as a reason to take their 
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without them, performance would be impossible.
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Guest Contributor

� �@� �-/7?;:� ">1<	� C1� 4-B1�
-:� 5:@1>:1@� ŋ8@1>	� C45/4� <>;@1/@?�
us from the perils of procrastina-
tion, distraction, and other things. 
)5@4�@45?�ŋ8@1>	�C1�/-:�C-@/4�+;A-
Tube, but websites such as Apple 
�A?5/	� %<;@52E	� "-:0;>-	� %;A:0-
cloud, Bandcamp, and Amazon 

Music are blocked. 
� �5?@1:5:3�@;�9A?5/�5?�:;@�-�
distraction, as frequently teach-
ers allow students to put in ear-
buds and listen to music while 
working on other assignments. 
Dean Burnett of The Guardian 
suggests, “Music is a very useful 
tool in such situations. It provides 
non-invasive noise and pleasur-
-.81� 21185:3?	� @;� 1Ŋ1/@5B18E� :1A-
tralize the unconscious attention 

systems ability to distract us.” 
 Blocking streaming ser-
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ing services with download abili-
ty. This means access to music is 
not equally available to people of 
05Ŋ1>1:@� 1/;:;95/�.-/73>;A:0?	�
such as transfer students or stu-
dents on scholarships. It could 

encourage these students to use 
illegal methods of streaming mu-
sic at school, which could cause 
;A>� :1@C;>7� @;� .1� Ō-3310� -:0�
taken down by copyright organi-
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 Blocking streaming ser-
vices also causes inconvenience 
if we have our library and play-
lists in our service of choice. We 
should not have to re-input our 
<8-E85?@?�-:0� 85.>->E�;:�+;A&A.1�

to listen to them at school. 
� &;�ŋD�@45?�5??A1	�@41��&�01-
partment should unblock the fol-
lowing services from the school 
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Amazon Music, Tidal, Deezer, 
TuneIn, and iHeartRadio. 
 Free The Music!
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