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he war be-

tween the U.S.

and Afghani-

stan has been referred
to as the “nation’s lon-
gest war”. After nearly
20 years of bloodshed
with 2,500 American
troops killed within the
war effort, the U.S. has
officially declared its
withdrawal of military
troops, marking the end
of a long-fought debate
of U.S. intervention. The
Biden administration has
declared that complete
military evacuation will
take place in time for the
country’s 20th anniver-
sary of 9/11, in remem-
brance of the 2,977 lives
lost in the tragic event.
The attack of 9/11
sparked the initial inva-
sion of Afghanistan after
theruling government, the
Taliban, provided a safe
haven for terrorist groups
such as Al Qaeda, who
was responsible for the
four coordinated terror-
ist attacks that took place
on Septermber 11, 2001.

After refusing to cede the
terrorists responsible, Af-
ghanistan was invaded by
the U.S. military with one
goal in mind: overthrow-
ing the Taliban regime by
hunting down Al Qaeda
leadership. Throughout the
years, this focus has broad-
ened into an effort of “na-
tion-building”- a term used
to describe the establish-
ment of a Western-style
government in the form of
rebuilding. However, al-
though the Taliban was re-
moved from rule, the threat
of the extremist Islamist
group never truly went
away. Elizabeth Stephen-
son, an A.P Government
and A.P. European History
teacher at Madison Cen-
tral High School(MCHS),
said, “I’ve heard a former
Obama White House of-
ficial explain it this way:
you can’t force democracy
on a nation at gun point.
Many have concluded that
the war was essentially lost
years ago, and there doesn’t
appear to be a viable strat-
egy to change that out-
come.” While negotiations
for withdrawal with the Af-
ghanistan government and
the Taliban began in Feb-

ruary 2020, President Biden
declared the official draw-
down of U.S. forces, signal-
ing an end of the U.S.” long-
term affairs in the country.

However, this ending of
U.S. intervention prompt-
ed the rise of the Taliban
through expansion of ter-
ritorial control through at-
tacks on both the Afghan
government and the people
inhabiting the country. Sar-
ah Leroux (12) said, “The
rates of rape and murder
have skyrocketed in the re-
gion and educated women
and women in power seem
to be especially vulnerable”.
Many Afghans live in fear
as the Taliban have “report-
edly banned gay marriage,
lowered LGBTQ flags, pro-
hibited vaccine distribution,
and eliminated multiple
other rights from minor-
ity groups” (Leroux). With
the heavy contrast between
the organization’s promises
and the actions of the Tali-
ban fighters, many Afghans
search for an escape, fearful
of a future with Taliban rule.

With the people of Af-
ghanistan left in a extreme-
ly wvulnerable state, more
than 18 million people are
in need of humanitarian

aid (rescue.org). For those
wanting to help Afghan
refugees and those impris-
oned in the country, there
are several ways to con-
tribute to the relief effort
through both organizations
and individual actions.
Rafe Randall, an A.P. mac-
roecomics and Economics
teacher at MCHS, said, “I
think that being vocal is a
starting point. Appealing
to other nations in the re-
gion to pressure the lead-
ers economically would be
another means of attracting
attention”. Lobbying local
and state representatives to
enact change is an effective
way for student opinions to
be heard and utilized in gov-
ermnment actions. In terms
of donations and material-
istic aid, there are several
organizations dedicated to
help both the relief effort
as a whole, as well as spe-
cific groups of individuals
in need, such as women and
journalists stationed in the
country. Individuals can ei-
ther donate money to estab-
lished organizations such
as The International Refu-
gee Assistance Projector or
websites that will allocate
money based on situational

need such as savethechildren.
org. All forms of humani-
tarian efforts are significant
and greatly appreciated, as
it is abundantly clear that
“Afghanistan needs our help
more than ever’(Leroux).

Unfortunately, the future
does not seem promising for
Afghanistan. Many govern-
ment officials fear a repeat of
history, fearful of the coun-
try’s extremist ruling lead-
ing to terrorism towards the
international community.
Others fear for the future of
the country and question the
possibility of the removal of
the Taliban with the present
state of the country. Leroux
said, “Without foreign mili-
tary assistance, it will be very
difficult for Afghan troops
to be able to overthrow the
Taliban, due in part to lack
of training and difficult ter-
rain”. Although military as-
sistance has been withdrawn
from Afghanistan, humani-
tarian efforts have been
demonstrated as an influx of
Afghan refugees escape to
bordering countries and the
United States by air. How-
ever, millions still remain
tormented by Taliban rule as
the future of the country and
its people remain in the air.



