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OXFORD SCHOOL SHOOTING RESULT OF ADMINISTRATIVE NEGLECT
By Hayden Walker

commit these
crimes: their mental health.
The Oxford Community
School District (OCSD) in
Michigan ignored all obvious signs that the shooter was mentally
unstable. If more attention was paid to
his increasingly alarming actions, OCSD
could have prevented this tragedy from
occurring.
Before the shooting happened, the
shooter was reported twice for “concerning behavior.” The first time this happened was the day before the shooting.
A teacher saw the student searching for
ammunition on his phone and sent him
to see a guidance counselor. The next
day, a different teacher found a drawing
on his desk of a gun, a bleeding person,
a bullet and the words “The thoughts
won’t stop. Help me.” This time, the
school called the student’s parents to the
school and warned that they would contact Child Protective Services if the parents did not seek counseling for their son
within 48 hours.
But they didn’t search his backpack
or his locker.
The administration’s alarm bells
should have been going off. Clearly,
this student was mentally unstable, was
thinking about using guns in a violent
manner, and was crying for help. Instead
of school officials taking immediate action, the shooter was allowed to return to
class as if there was no issue.
Schools across America have learned
to practice responses to active shooters.
But it took the death of a few hundred kids
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