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 The Jackson Prep boys soc-
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start in its 2021 campaign. The 
team is seeking its 11th straight 
state championship, and current-
ly sits in a prime position to do 
just that. Although many import-
ant players from last year’s state 
championship team are no longer 
at Prep, the 2021 team has had no 
problems picking up where the 
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currently possess an impressive 
record of 14-0-2, with two ties 
being the only blemishes on the 
Patriots’ record in games against 
Ocean Springs and Tupelo. The 
two most impressive victories to 
this point have been a 1-0 victo-
ry over Biloxi High School and a 
1-0 victory over Jackson Acade-
my. The undefeated Patriots have 
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and defensively this season. Ju-
nior goalie Walker Headley has 
been impressive to this point, and 
has been a huge reason for a lot 
of the success that the boys have 
seen to this point. Headley’s goal-
keeping has been crucial in all of 
the close games Prep has been in 

so far, and there is a good chance 
that their record might look dif-
ferent without his impressive play. 
Sophomores Luke Harrigil and 
Nathan Werne, as well as junior 
Lewis Knotts have been arguably 
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this season, helping account for 
a good portion of Prep’s goals. 
Defensively, senior John Henry 
Andress and junior Wat Rutledge 
have been pivotal in preventing 
goals alongside the help of Walk-
er Headley. All of these players 
have stepped up in big ways this 
year to help the team get to where 
it is currently. 
 Prep has been dominant so 
far in the season, out-scoring their 
opponents by a combined total of 
57-8. Prep has shut its opponents 
out in all but three games,  which 
speaks volumes to how good the 
defensive and goalie play has 
been to this point. The team sits 
in a good position to close the reg-
ular season with an undefeated 
record if they keep playing at the 
level they have been at recently. 
When asked why he thinks Prep 
Soccer has been able to sustain a 
high level of success for over the 
last decade,  junior Walker Poole 
said, “The coaches do a good job 
of being very hard on us while 

also being very encouraging. 
They have created a winning at-
mosphere in both practices and 
games which is ultimately re-
sponsible for why we have been 
so successful.” Coach Duncan 

has done yet another fantastic job 
with his team this season, and the 
results of the hard work both he 
and the players have put in have 
been seen in the results. The 
Patriots have been great to this 

point, and hope to do the same 
the rest of the season in order to 
win an incredible 11th straight 
championship.

 
 
 
 

 Despite COVID-relat-
ed challenges, college football 
was able to successfully com-
plete an entire season. The Na-
tional Championship was held 
in Miami, Florida, on January 
11th. Playing a conference only 
schedule, Alabama and Ohio 
State came into the champion-
ship with perfect records. The 
Big 10 delayed the season, leav-
ing Ohio State with fewer games 
than teams from other confer-
ences. Alabama came in at num-
ber one and played Notre Dame 
in the Rose Bowl, winning con-
vincingly. The Tide’s explosive, 
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team to many blowouts in the 
regular season. Led by quarter-
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equipped with a multitude of 
unfair weapons. Running back 
Najee Harris, wide receiver and 
Heisman winner DeVonta Smith, 
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too much for every defense they 

faced. 
 The committee put Ohio 
State in as the third seed, match-
ing them up against number two, 
Clemson. The Sugar Bowl in New 
Orleans hosted the two teams, 
with Clemson being the early fa-
vorite. Dabo Swinney, Clemson’s 
head coach, even went so far as 
to rank the Buckeyes as num-
ber eleven for his coaches poll 
vote. Buckeye quarterback Justin 
Fields had a phenomenal game, 
even after absorbing a ruthless 
hit, and running back Trey Ser-
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success that game with 193 yards 
and a touchdown. Ohio State’s 
defense put on a show, limiting 
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28 points, a season low. The Buck-
eyes came away with an impres-
sive 49-28 win over the Tigers. 
 Once the championship 
was set, Ohio State fans were 
buzzing due to their impressive 
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other hand, was faced with a 
challenge that has plagued them 
in the past: position coaches tak-
ing other jobs the week before a 
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Steve Sarkisian took the head 
coaching job at Texas. Without 
him all-in, many speculated that 
this might be too much of a dis-
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did not skip a beat. Mac Jones 
went 36 of 45 with 464 yards and 5 
touchdowns. Despite not playing 
in the second half due to injury, 
DeVonta Smith had 215 yards and 
3 touchdowns. Running back Na-
jee Harris wasn’t too bad either, 
adding 2 touchdowns during the 
memorable night. 
 On Ohio State’s side, Jus-
tin Field’s went 17 of 33 for 194 
yards and a touchdown. Towards 
the end of the game after tak-
ing several hits, it was apparent 
he was in pain. Fields not being 
100% healthy made it even more 
challenging to compete with Al-
abama. Without help from Ohio 
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cruised to yet again another un-
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The Tide defeated the Buckeyes 
52-24, winning their 6th National 
Title in just the last 12 years.
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Bottom left: Coach Saban holds up the trophy with some of his players. Top right: Mac Jones releases a pass towards the endzone. Bottom right: Najee Harris celebrates with their new sign. 
Photos via Alabama Athletics.
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