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MAD Project leads to installation of new on-campus WiFi
     

 
 
 

 Over a three weekend peri-
od, a large group of students led 
by Walker Headley, a junior, and 
Ms. Laura Bishop, Head of IT, has 
been installing new WiFi routers 
all over campus. This is a MAD 
<>;61/@	� ;>� �-71� �� �5Ŋ1>1:/1�
project, for Walker and these stu-
dents, since they are helping Prep 
and other schools in the area. 
 These new access points 
are tremendously helpful for 
Prep since the internet connec-
tion is necessary for students, 
faculty, and administration. The 
new system is set up with Wi-Fi 6 
routers, and the old access points 
are being sold at a low price to lo-
cal area schools so that they can 
improve their own WiFi systems. 
Wi-Fi 6, among other enhance-
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improve high density environ-
ments.

 This replacement has been 
a goal for Prep for about the last 
two and a half years because Prep 
was in a lease purchase agree-
ment of the previous Aerohive 
system. This new system will also 
allow students to remain connect-
ed throughout the Prep campus, 
as opposed to the previous sys-
tem that would often disconnect 
the devices as they were moved 
around campus. Also, WiFi 6 will 
allow more devices to be connect-

ed to Prep’s WiFi. The upgrade 
of this system is comparable to 
replacing a phone bought in 2013 
with a current phone. 
 The targeted lifespan of the 
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en years. Another addition to the 
system is a new guest WiFi sys-
tem for visitors on campus. The 
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Monday-Friday from 4:00 pm un-
til 10:00 pm, and all day on Satur-
day and Sunday.  

 This new installation will 
be valuable to the Prep communi-
ty in the years to come, and it is a 
great update to the campus. This 
replacement is also helpful to the 
local area schools who will be 

able to improve their WiFi system 
by using our old access points. 

by John henry Andress
Editor

 
 
 
 
 Caylin Simmons is a sixth 
grader at Jackson Prep. She loves 
sports, as well as the arts. This 
year she does Pep Squad and af-
ter school art, and plans to play 
basketball, soccer, and tennis in 
the future. During P.E., several of 
her friends play football and bas-
ketball. 
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an independent school, and she 
is really enjoying it.  She said she 
has “made lots of new friends”.
 Simmons’s teachers are Dr. 
Helen Graham and Ms. Mari Far-
ington. Sixth-graders switch be-
tween two classrooms, compared 
to the six which older students 
do. In addition to this, they have 
their own wing too. 
 Before Caylin came to Prep, 
she went to Northshore Elemen-
tary School. She said the move 
was due to the fact that “the pub-
lic schools didn’t have a plan for 
Covid, and Prep did.” Her par-
ents’ number one priority was the 
Covid safety protocol. 
 At Prep, students are given 
a lot more freedom, too, and she 
loves this aspect. Even during 
Covid, Caylin said, “We are given 
so many breaks during the day 
and plenty of opportunities to 
“breathe.” During these breaks, 

the sixth-graders are allowed to 
disperse and spread out on cam-
pus. Caylin loves to talk to friends, 
play foursquare, or go to drama 
early and clean the desks and talk 
to Mr. Younce. The sixth-graders 
4-B1�-88�6A?@�ŋ:5?410�-�<>;61/@�;:�
pollution. 

 Simmons has heard from 
upperclassmen that in 7th grade 
you get even more freedom than 
in sixth. She is most excited 
about “getting to use your phones 
during the day” and more oppor-
tunities for extracurricular activi-
ties next year.

First impressions from a 6th grader
by AnnA blAire bryAnt

Staff WritEr

Caylin Simmons plays basketball during P.E. Photo by Anna Blaire Bryant

 Liddy Hurst: “I’m beyond 
thankful to Prep and my teachers 
for preparing me for opportuni-
ties for success with this honor 
and for my future.”
 Selby Ireland: “I’m thank-
ful to all my teachers who have 
helped me along the way.”
 Mason Nichols: “I am so 
grateful that some of my hard 
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ing this award.”

 Lauren Noe: “I truly be-
lieve God was with me when I 
took the test! I’m so thankful to 
receive this honor and for the 7 
peppermints my mom gave me 
on the day we took the PSAT. I 
think they really helped!”
 Alex Roberson: “I’m so 
thankful for this honor and es-
pecially for all the teachers who 
helped me along the way.”
 Ty Usey: “I know that the 

College Board is supposed to 
be slow and annoying, but ten 
months to tell us who made a 
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them.”’
 Hunter Yelverton: “Thank 
you to the College Board for let-
ting me wear a suit to school.”
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Publication staffs 
persist despite COVID-19

     
 During the summer, Earth-
winds, Prep’s award-winning lit-
erary magazine, was able to go to 
press with their newest edition. 
During the remote fourth term 
of the 2019-2020 school year, the 
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printer.
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tribute last year’s edition through 
the traditional Earthwinds��;Ŋ11-
house, which is an event during 
the school day that includes mu-
sic, the handing out of the mag-
azine, and refreshments. It was 
supposed to occur at the end of 
last year. Also, they were set back 
on their work since they had to go 
remote and work from home, so 
they had to push their publica-
tion date. 
 Ainsley Sinclair, part of 
the Class of 2020 and the ed-
itor-in-chief of the magazine, 
said that they “worked remote-
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the magazine from our personal 
computers.” After making the 
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to Dr. Paul Smith, the sponsor of 
the magazine, who then forward-
ed them to the publisher. They 
were also able to visit the pub-
lisher during the summer and see 
where their magazine was being 
printed. There were only a few 
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they were all given the opportuni-
ty to visit the publisher. 
 This year, the publication 
hopes that they will be able to 
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the end of the year. This special 
event celebrates their work and 
is a great opportunity to distrib-

ute the magazine, but this will be 
dependent on the COVID restric-
tions at that time. 
 This year, Dr. Smith has 
been able to distribute last year’s 
issue by giving it to students 
during their English class. He 
would love the opportunity to be 
able to distribute the edition this 
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since it is the biggest event for 
Earthwinds. Dr. Smith said that 
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eighteen years I have been the 
sponsor of Earthwinds that we 
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already has their copy of the mag-
azine. 
 The Jackson Prep year-
book, Précis, has also had to adapt 
due to COVID-19. It usually gets 
passed out during August. Due to 
the coronavirus pandemic, many 
pages could not be written, and 
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ish than in years past. Précis�?@-Ŋ�
members attended class virtual-
ly via Zoom and worked on the 
yearbook layout from home. Over 
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to the school in small groups to 
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worked some of the pages they 
were unable to complete. Some of 
the new ideas the Précis�?@-Ŋ�/-91�
up with include Zoom meetings, 
online school, and virtual prom. 
%@-Ŋ�919.1>��-B1:?�%95@4�?@-@-
ed, “We are much more prepared 
for if we have to go online this 
year. We have back up plans in 
case we are unable to complete 
any of the pages this year.” 
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pected the yearbook to be de-
livered in time for distribution 
during the week of September 21-
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the Précis sponsor.

by JAne hurst
Managing Editor
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This is one of the installations of the new access points. Photo courtesy 
of Laura Bishop

The students did multiple tasks in the library to replace the access 
points. Photo courtesy of Laura Bishop


