
 It is Christmas time! Get out your trees, lights, ornaments, music, sweaters, and 
presents. However, some in our society do not believe in the magic of Christmas. These 
Grinches may seem like the Christmas-loving type, but their plot is diabolical: to start 
Christmas celebrations early so that the magic is gone long before December 25.
 Halloween passes, and pumpkins are put away. Contrary to popular opinion, 
this does not mean to start writing your wish lists to Santa Claus. Those who tell you 
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motion of the moon and stars in a given year.  This year, for instance, it was not appropri-
ate to begin celebrations until the day after Thanksgiving.
 Christmas cheer, while a powerful source of joy to the world, can only remain 
potent for a month, at the very most. By starting celebrations on November 1, it is almost 
statistically impossible to be in the optimal Christmas spirit by Christmas Day.  This is 
even worse for us students who have to take the grueling exams that come just a week 
before.
 Thanksgiving is also a holiday. Pretending it does not exist and not being thank-
ful for what has already been given to you is a recipe for disaster. Especially in prepara-
tion for Christmas, receiving many gifts without being thankful for  what you have puts 
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spoiled throughout the holidays. Remember, you only get presents if you are nice. Being 
ungrateful will quickly earn you a spot on the naughty list.
 Even if the Christmas season could hypothetically last two months, which it 
cannot, it would take away from the magic of Christmas. If you celebrated your birthday 
too frequently, it would no longer be special. You would rather only eat ice cream on 
certain occasions, rather than every single day. Doing the latter would eventually become 
unpleasant and unhealthy. The same goes for Christmas with about a month being the 
perfect dose of holiday spirit. Hav-
ing too much of something, even 
something good, is bad. Celebrating 
Christmas early takes away some-
thing from others that have been 
looking forward to this special time 
of year because now, the season is no 
longer unique.
 Radio stations, city deco-
rators, advertisers, now is the time. 
Make our Christmas wish come 
true: do not play Christmas music, 
decorate the streets, or coax us with 
holiday ads until precisely 12:00 AM 
on Black Friday. Christmas, will be 
better because of it. Merry Christmas.

 Imagine that you are a 
young boy with unrestricted ac-
cess to the internet. You spend 
your free time playing and watch-
ing games on YouTube. Due to 
complex algorithms, every video 
you watch is catered to exactly 
what you want to see. Soon, how-
ever, the gaming videos you are 
watching slowly become edgier 
and the humor becomes dark-
er. You start getting more videos 
@4-@� ;Ŋ1>� ?/-@45:3� /;991:@->E�
on the world. Before you know it, 
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you is about politics. Thousands 

of children, especially boys, make 
the jump from consuming gam-
ing content to political content all 
thanks to YouTube’s algorithms 
and the communities that form 
around radical creators.
 The problem with this 
algorithm is that most of the po-
litical commentary presented 
to these children is incredibly 
bigoted. Political channels that 
YouTube often recommends tend 
to make a following by having 
radical views, often on the right. 
These channels are often full of 
videos with dog-whistles and in-
correct information. Most of the 
people consuming these videos 
are too young to analyze the con-
tent and tell what is true and what 

is not. Thus comes the fall into 
Nazism and the alt-right rabbit 
hole. 
 The alt-right, or alterna-
tive right, is a far-right political 
movement rooted mostly in white 
nationalism. Various movements 
have radicalized gamers to the 
far right, notable among them 
“Gamergate”.. Gamergate was an 
inexcusable attack on the women 
in the gaming subculture. When 
women presented themselves on 
the gaming scene, they were met 
with thousands of hostile men 
spewing misogynistic personal at-
tacks. Many of these women were 
forced out of their homes and dis-
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The worst part is that many of the 

people throwing stones did not 
know the severity of the things 
they were saying. To them it was 
just a popular meme or joke of 
the time.
 In an article by The New 
York Times, Caleb Cain, a victim 
of this YouTube radicalization, 
claims that he was given “a sense 
of belonging.” This, unfortunate-
ly, is the same for many of the 
people radicalized in this way. 
They are told by these YouTube 
personalities that they are hated 
for being a straight white man. 
They are given a community in 
this status, and hatred of those 
without it. YouTube’s algorithm 
is predatory, whether intentional 
or not. YouTube personalities like 

Steven Crowder, Ben Shapiro, 
and PragerU are directly respon-
sible for leading impressionable 
children into bigotry.
 The good news is that 
the left isn’t as scary as these peo-
ple make it out to be. You aren’t 
hated for being a straight white 
man. The liberation of minorities 
is not a threat to your existence. 
YouTube may be responsible for 
leading people into radicaliza-
tion, but it’s also a great way to get 
out. Try to check out videos from 
other positions. A good starting 
point is the YouTube channel Phi-
losophy Tube. Don’t be afraid to 
analyze sources. The rabbit hole 
is deep, but there is always an exit.
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Ascend to new heights
 Every morning Prep students are required to log in to Ascend to log their tem-
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and reduce the spread of the virus. At most, the survey takes one minute, yet some days 
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as many names are called in the junior high too. This is ridiculous and wastes valuable 
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very annoying. It sidetracks the teachers and responsible students and provides an 
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students, take responsibility and be held accountable for logging on to Ascend every 
day. 
 Even more than the students need to be held accountable, parents should be. 
We understand that most students’ parents work and are busy before school getting 
ready for their hectic days ahead of them, but most of them have enough time to get on 
their phone and log their students’ health conditions. When the parents log in instead 
of the students, it ensures that students are not just entering false information to “get 
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safety of others. The issue, in some cases, is that parents are not tech-savvy and don’t 
even know how to use Ascend. Even though an email was sent out in August, another 
one could be sent out to them. Reminder texts are supposed to be sent to those who do 
not log in in the mornings, but some say they do not receive them. While this is most 
likely a bug linked to the software itself, we could reach out to the company’s customer 
service team and let them know.
  For students to be more 

diligent about telling their 
parents, it might be an issue 
where referrals should be 
given out when they do not 
do it more than one day in 
a row or have a valid ex-
cuse for not, similar to how 
tardies are handled. The 
administration has consid-
ered this before, but as far as 
we know, no action has been 
taken. As a class, we sincere-
ly believe that this would 
lessen the numbers of names 
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after students begin receiv-
ing detentions, possibly 
come to a complete halt.

Christmastime is now
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A student look at Ascend. Photo by Anna Blaire Bryant A man is divided over whether it is Christmastime or 
fall. Illustration by Kalyn Giesecke


