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Stressful but successful start to the year

Milkshake re-
view

 As the summer progressed, Prep made several 
changes to the daily routine of students and faculty so that 
they could go to school while on campus, hopefully for 
the entire school year. The school does not want to have 
to repeat the remote learning process that occurred in the 
fourth term of last school year. This is why the school has 
put forth several safety measures to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus.
 At the beginning of the year, students were told how 
to return to Prep’s campus safely. From wearing masks to 
using hand sanitizer, students are instructed on how to 
stay safe while attending school Also, Prep has allowed 
people to choose to attend school remotely if they would 
like to do so. 
 Another precaution has been announcements from 
Head of School Mr. Lawrence Coco. He has spoken over 
the school intercom several times to encourage students 
and also tell them what areas they need to improve in, such 
as socially distancing while outside if the students are not 
wearing masks. He has sent out videos of himself as well, 
providing information and giving instructions, such as a 
reminder to stay safe before the Labor Day weekend. 
 Additional precautions that Prep has taken in-
volve football games and pep rallies. The student section 
of home games is limited to students who get admission 
passes, which are handed out through a lottery basis from 
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pep rally that occurred this year was in the gym and was 
limited to seniors. They were spread out across the stands, 
with the football team spread out on the visitors’ stands 
on the opposite side of the gym. The pep rally was live 
streamed for others to watch as well.  
 It is very fortunate that Prep has been able to have 
sports events this far into the year. There have been two 
varsity football games cancelled due to COVID-related is-
sues, one against Oak Forest and the other versus Lamar.
 Mr. Coco said that “We need to stay disciplined as 
we move forward with the azcampus. I am really proud 
of our entire Prep community, including students, faculty 
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but we need to continue doing them vigilantly for the re-
mainder of the semester.” He also said that if there was 
one place that Prep needs to be particularly disciplined, it 
is making sure that everyone is wearing a mask outside un-
less they are six feet apart, which was addressed in a new 
rule that was added into Prep’s COVID protocols. 
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semester progressed, which is the addition of a rule stating 
that students have to wear a mask while they are outside if 
they are not socially distancing. 

 Mr. Coco also said that Prep is monitoring the CDC, 
Department of Health, and local medical professionals to 
make sure the COVID procedures are up to date, which is 
shown in that Prep has had to update its procedures sev-
eral times throughout the semester.  Mr. Coco also wants 
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and coaches as they have worked extremely hard to ensure 
that school can continue on campus along with sports ac-
tivities. 
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 Prep released the list of Na-
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tigious group of seniors who did 
exceptionally well on the PSAT 
their junior year. This year’s 
award winners from Prep are John 
Henry Andress, Andrew Banks, 
Kimberly Blount, Liddy Hurst, 
Selby Ireland, Mason Nichols, 
Lauren Noe, Alex Roberson, Ty 
Usey, and Hunter Yelverton.

 To be selected, students 
must have been in the top one 
percentile in Mississippi on the 
PSAT/NMSQT, or Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test. Each junior takes 
this test at Prep, and these ten 
students were the only ones to 
qualify. The reward for receiving 
this prestigious honor is national 
recognition that could lead to a 
scholarship.
 These ten students will 
be invited to apply to become a 
National Merit Finalist and then 
National Merit Scholars, where 
they will receive the envied Merit 

Scholarship.
 The recipients each had 
something to say.
 John Henry Andress: “I am 
grateful for this opportunity and 
thankful for all my teachers who 
prepared me.”
 Andrew Banks: “I may 
have gotten Natty Merit, but I still 
can’t pass a Calculus test.”
 Kimberly Blount: “It’s an 
honor to be a national merit semi-
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level is amazing, especially since 
it’s been such an unusual year!”
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The Jackson Prep varsity football team runs out of the tunnel for the season opener against Heritage. Photo by Lily Flowers
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