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Football falls to MRA, ends seven-year title streak
 

After a week of expectation and 
fanfare, Jackson Prep and Madi-
son-Ridgeland Academy squared 
off in the annual MAIS 6A cham-
pionship game. The two teams 
had no shortage of competitive 
history before they met on the 
campus of Mississippi College. 
In fact, the game was a rematch 
of last year’s title match in which 
Prep prevailed 33-27.
 Jackson Prep has made a 
habit of defeating their crosstown 
rivals, scattering MRA’s hopes nu-
merous times on the way to seven 
consecutive state championships. 
However, MRA has gotten the 
better of Flowood’s Patriots this 
year, defeating them at home 34-
22. Much like last season, Jackson 
Prep hoped to reverse their regu-
lar season woes and capture the 
blue first-place trophy.

 After arriving in Clinton, 
the game got off to a hot start as 
MRA’s Phillip Short completed a 
long pass to Justin Williams on 
the home sideline. The play was 
a not-so-subtle hint to MRA’s 
strategy; Short and his corps of 
talented receivers would continue 
to impose their will on Prep’s de-
fensive backfield. However, Prep 
countered MRA’s opening attack 
with offensive production of 
their own. Juniors Riley Maddox 
and Matt Jones both scampered 
into the endzone in the opening 
minutes to get the Patriots on 
the board. Prep’s more compact 
offensive formations seemed to 
puzzle MRA’s defense, making 
the Maddox to Jones connection 
lethal in the first half. The oppos-
ing squads entered their locker 
rooms with multiple adjustments 
to make and high hopes for the 
second half. The score stood at 
27-21 in favor of Jackson Prep as 
the halftime buzzer sounded. 

 The field now dusted with 
baby powder from the schools’ 
dueling student sections, MRA 
kicked off to Prep’s Seth Cook to 
begin the second half. Prep’s of-
fense was unable to sustain con-
sistent movement down the field 
because of multiple holding pen-
alties. After a Prep punt, MRA’s 
Short sent a bullet into the hands 
of senior receiver Tyler Starnes to 
tie the game at 27. With Prep’s of-
fense now stagnant, MRA contin-
ued to streak down the field with 
their passing game. Outside of a 
late scoring drive led by senior 
quarterback Jake Lange, Prep’s 
Patriots were unable to establish 
their footing. As excitement con-
tinued to rise on MRA’s home 
sideline, the clock hit zero, and 
the scoreboard indicated a final 
score of 48-33.
 It is easy to define a sea-
son by its last game. However, 
this team’s story transcends their 
disappointing finish. Due to their 

noticeable progression through-
out the year, they defeated teams 
with more talent. Playing as one 
unit, they presented a product 
that Jackson Prep could be proud 
of. Yet, the team was not with-
out its stars, as seniors J.C. Polk, 
Reed Kellum, Caleb Gay, Holmes 
Maley, and Peyton Dunn earned 
spots in the MAIS All-Star game.
 With Jackson Prep’s string 
of championship wins now 
packed neatly away in the history 
books, two opposing camps have 
arisen to predict the future of Pa-
triot football. One camp says that 
Friday’s loss marked the end of a 
dynasty and Prep’s time at the top 
of the MAIS football hierarchy. 
Although this consequence is 
possible, it is altogether unlike-
ly. The opposing camp, which 
is founded on logical thought 
and primarily composed of Pa-
triot fans, believes that Flowood 
will continue to be a hotspot for 
championship teams and talent 

on the gridiron.
 Although the spot for 
2019’s trophy may be vacant, the 
other twenty-five golden balls 
have not lost their luster. 

Young Athletes to Watch
Parker Puckett

 Parker, an astounding ath-
lete in the seventh grade, plays 
baseball, football, and basketball. 
His real name may be Parker, but 
to his teachers, friends, and fami-
ly, he is known as Billy. 
 On the diamond, he plays 
middle infield as well as pitch-
er and catcher. On the football 
field, Puckett plays quarterback 
and linebacker. Parker says, “My 

toughness makes me good. I feel 
like I absorb the hit and turn it 
into power.” He started at quar-
terback for the sixth and seventh 
grade team as a sixth grader. 
 Last but not least, he con-
trols the basketball court at point 
guard. Among his many skills, 
Parker enjoys spreading the ball 
around the court with passes and 
driving inside for layups. He was 
pulled up as a seventh grader to 
play on the eighth grade basket-
ball team. He will be very good in 
the future at Jackson Prep. Look 
out for Billy the kid!

Coach’s Corner: 
Zander Romano

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Before Zander Romano 
came to Prep, he grew up on the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast and made 
his way to Jackson by playing 
football and baseball at Millsaps 
College. He spends his free time 
with his German Shepard Bella 
and playing golf with friends. 
 Romano has been apart of 
the Prep family for four years and 
is the head coach of the junior 
high football team and varsity 
baseball. When Coach Romano 
is not on the field, you can catch 
him in the classroom teaching 
Psychology and college prep 
chemistry. 
 The junior high football 
team had a great year, ending the 
season 6-2 with a huge win against 
JA. Although baseball starts up in 
the spring, the coaches and the 
team have already started setting 
goals. Romano claims that “every 

season we prepare and work to 
add to our state championship 
collection. That is the standard 
we set.” 
 Coach Romano, when 
asked why he started coaching, 
said he, “Just felt like [he] need-
ed to give back to the sports that 
taught [him] many life stories.” 
For Coach Romano, the most 
memorable moment of being a 
coach is not a game but gradua-
tion day. “It’s amazing seeing the 
people I coach develop both on 
and off the field.”

by lauren anne sMith

Staff WritEr

Taylor Caton

 Taylor is in the seventh 
grade here at Prep. She plays an 
abundance of sports and is very 
athletic. She plays softball, soccer, 
basketball, track and field, and 
tennis. Versatility is certainly one 
of her best qualities.
 In her favorite sport, soft-
ball, she plays pitcher and second 
base. She is a dominant pitcher 
both for the junior high team and 
the high school team.   
In soccer, she plays forward, so 
she deals with the ball most of the 
time. In basketball, she runs the 

court at point guard and some-
times plays the wing. Lastly, she 
runs track but also really wants 
to throw the discus for the junior 
high team. Caton said, “I feel like 
I stand out in Prep athletics be-
cause I’m involved in high school 
sports as a seventh grader.”
 At Prep, where athletics is 
a prestigious part of the school, 
it’s very impressive for her to be 
performing this well. In the fu-
ture, you’ll be hearing about Tay-
lor Caton a lot!

by Walker Poole

assistant SportS Editor

Puckett looking downfield for a 
receiver. Photo courtesy of Parker 
Puckett

Coach Romano receives intel from 
the press box. Photo courtesy of 
Zander Romano

Peyton Dunn lifts up Matt Jones. 
Photo by Hannah Grace Biggs

Riley Maddox reaches the promised land at Mississippi’s premier Chris-
tian college. Photo by Hannah Grace Biggs

Alex Stradinger loves MRA. Photo 
by Hannah Grace Biggs

Matt Jones gives an opposing defender a ride into the endzone. Photo by 
Hannah Grace Biggs


