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Steely Dan:  criminally underrated

 Many people are quick to 
call bands overrated because of 
their sustained popularity, such 
as The Beatles or Pink Floyd. 
One band that has been almost 
criminally underrated in my 
opinion, is my current favorite 
band Steely Dan.  Steely Dan 
is an American rock band that 
blends elements of jazz and pop 
with impeccable production 
quality and ironic lyricism.  
 The band’s primary mem-
bers are Donald Fagen and Wal-
ter Becker, who passed away in 
2017, in addition to several stu-
dio musicians who also helped 
with live performances. The 
group broke in 1981  a period of 
legal and personal troubles and 
reunited in 1993. An interesting 
thing to note is that Fagen had a 
case of stage fright, and was ini-
tially reluctant to perform live, 
but eventually got over it as his 
interpretations of the songs were 

preferred. 
 Steely Dan’s sound is 
characterized in its clarity, both 
in the ability to understand vo-
cals and to hear each instrument 
distinctly through a song. Both 
Becker and Fagen can sing, best 
exemplified by the song “Turn 
That Heartbeat Over Again”, in 
which both members sing sep-
arately and in chorus.  The use 
of a female chorus is prominent 
throughout the albums Gaucho 
and Aja. 
 The use of piano and 
horns such as the saxophone 
adds an element of jazz to the 
more traditional rock sound of 
guitar, bass, and percussion. So-
los feature prominently in Steely 
Dan songs, with piano, guitar 
and saxophone each having time 
to shine.The band’s first hit sin-
gle “Do It Again” features solos 
from a sitar and an organ. 
 My discovery of them is 
an interesting anecdote in of it-
self; I was playing Guitar Hero 
with a friend when we happened 
to choose the song “Do it Again” 

. 
The song stood out to me be-
cause its lyrics and its catchy 
melody. 
 Steely Dan’s lyrics are 
the most notable part about the 
band, as they are dark and often 
tell a story. New York City and 
Los Angeles heavily influenced 
Beker and Fagen, with many 
of their albums having grimy 
characters associated with big 
city life. “Everyone’s Gone To 
The Movies” is a song that sub-
tly discusses adult films. “With 
A Gun” sounds upbeat with its 
acoustic guitar strumming, but 
covers robbery, muder, and re-
venge. “Dirty Work” is told from 
the perspective of a self loathing 
man having an affair with a 
married woman.
  Name dropping and ref-
erences are also prevalent in 
Steely Dan songs, with Scotch 
Whiskey, Annandale, New York, 
and Alabama Crimson Tide 
football all being mentioned in 
song. 

Walter Becker (left)  and Donald Fagen (right), the primary members of Steely Dan.

Who’s Your Hero?: Zendaya
 
 Heroes don’t always wear capes 
and have superhuman powers.  A 
hero is a person admired for their 
courage, outstanding achievements, 
or noble qualities. Everyone has a 
role model that could be compared to 
a hero. Heroes come in all shapes and 
sizes, ranging from lifesaving physi-
cians to political leaders to mothers 
and fathers.   

 Sophomore Veronica 
Chough’s hero is Zendaya.  Veron-
ica said “It’s important to look up 
to someone who you can count 
on to do the right thing.”  She 
said Zendaya “is very unproblem-
atic and isn’t afraid to voice her 
opinions.”  Veronica admires Ze-
ndaya’s unique style and how she 
doesn’t try to fit into the molds 
perpetuated by society.  
 Veronica’s favorite television 
show starring Zendaya is Eupho-
ria.  The show is more mature 

compared to Zendaya’s other 
work but it shows how diverse her 
acting skills are.  
 Veronica shares a similar 
worldview with Zendaya and sees 
her as an empowering role model 
to children and adults.  Zendaya 
exemplifies empowering quali-
ties through interviews and social 
media and uses her platform to 
be a good influence for all those 
who look up to her. 

  
 

Disclaimer: There are NO spoilers 
about the Campaign.
 On October 25, 2019, the 
video game developer Infinity 
Ward released one of the most 
highly anticipated games of the 
year. At the 2019 E3 (Electronic 
Entertainment Expo) conven-
tion in June of 2019, video game 
publisher Activision released the 
initial information for the 5th in-
stallment of the Modern Warfare 
series.
 Many consider Modern 
Warfare 2 (2009) to be the best 
game of the series, but, after the 
release of Modern Warfare (2019), 
people’s opinions might change. 
The previous issues of Modern 
Warfare have not been well re-
ceived, which might affect the 
willingness of people to continue 
buying editions in this series.
 Modern Warfare (2019) was 
released with three initial edi-
tions. The Standard Edition is 
listed at the price of $60, while the 
Operator Edition is listed for $80, 
and the Operator Enhanced Edi-
tion is listed for $100. The Stan-
dard Edition comes only with the 
standard Campaign, Multiplayer, 
and Special-Ops packs. If you 
pay $20 more, you get the Oper-
ator Edition Pack for Multiplayer, 
which gives you special skins for 
your Operator (character) and the 
standard Campaign, Multiplayer, 
and Special-Ops packs. For avid 
fans of the Modern Warfare se-
ries, the $100 Operator Enhanced 
Edition is an enticing option. The 
Enhanced Edition provides many 
in-game ‘treats’ for the popular 
Multiplayer gamemode as well as 
the Campaign, Multiplayer, and 
Special-Ops packs.
Modern Warfare (2019) has three 
general game modes to choose 
from: Campaign, Multiplayer, and 
Special Ops.
 The highly anticipated 
Campaign mode allows the play-
er to partner with special forces 
and freedom fighters to retrieve 
stolen chemical weapons. Covert 
operations will take the player 
across Europe and the Middle 
East in order to stop full scale 
global war. Due to the fact that I 

have not completely finished the 
campaign, I can not give an over-
all review of the game mode. Play-
ing the Campaign, I have been 
blown away by the sensational 
graphics and lifelike movements 
and situations that the game has 
to offer.
 The creators of the game 
consulted former military person-
nel to achieve the near flawless 
lifelike details of the game, such 
as movement, signals, loading/un-
loading of weapons, and weapon 
fire.
 The Multiplayer game 
mode is the most played, as 
friends can play cross-platform 
on different gaming consoles. 
Many outfits are available for the 
Operators, as well as many cus-
tomizable weapons for the play-
ers to use. Different outfits can be 
earned from completing missions 
within Campaign and completing 
specific challenges in Multiplayer. 
Players start out Multiplayer at 
rank 1 and progress ranks through 
XP that they earn through play-
ing online multiplayer games. As 
each player ranks up, they are re-
warded with new weapons. Some 
of the better weapons in the game 
are only unlocked at higher ranks. 
This challenges players to work 
hard to try and unlock the best 
weapons.
 The weapons within Mul-
tiplayer are fully customizable 
with options from weapon skins 
to weapon attachments. To cus-
tomize weapons within Multi-
player, the player must unlock 
each attachment and skin by do-
ing challenges and leveling up 
the weapon. As the player uses a 
specific weapon more and more 
while getting more kills with it, 
the weapon will level up, unlock-
ing specific attachments at each 
level. Weapon skins are unlocked 
by completing weapon challeng-
es, such as get 25 pointblank kills, 
get 10 headshot kills, or get 5 kills 
while crouching.
 With so many challeng-
es to be completed, players are 
competing all the time to try and 
unlock some of the rare achieve-
ments that the game has to offer.
 The Special-Ops game 
mode is intended for Online play 
with friends. Players can team up 
online with their buddies and 
take on missions together. These 
missions are somewhat similar to 
Campaign, as the player does not 
fight against other online play-
ers. Special-Ops is a great casual 
game mode to play with friends 
and provides a break from the 
stressful online fighting of Multi-
player.

Captain Price seeking a friendly encounter with the enemy during one of 
the Campaign’s cutscenes. In-game screenshot by Charles Stephenson


