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Mac Miller swims in Circles on his final album

Cats : An utter “Cat”astrophe  
by HannaH Grace biGGs 

Copy Editor

Shoplifters share 
information on YouTube 

 This past Christmas 
break, my best friend and I took it 
upon ourselves to watch the hor-
ror movie Cats which premiered 
on December 20, 2019. Now, Cats 
is not branded, marketed, writ-
ten, or labeled as a horror movie. 
BUT IT SHOULD BE! Seriously, 
this movie is centrally located in 
the pit of the uncanny valley, a 
concept suggesting that the more 
humanoid a figure is without be-
ing a perfect replica of a human, 
the greater the feelings of discom-
fort it will evoke. I can not begin 
to describe the extreme unease 
with which I viewed this film. 
 The most disconcerting 
aspect of Cats was the visual de-
sign and movement of the char-
acters. Watching cats with human 
fingers and toes, with human pro-
portions, who dance and move 
like people, was one of the most 
disturbing experiences of my life. 
When confronted with such a 
monstrosity, everyone responds 
differently. My response was to 
laugh. My brain had no prece-
dent for processing what it was 

seeing. These “cats” are actually 
actors who, with the use of ad-
vanced special effects, sang and 
danced with CGI fur to mimic the 
appearance of a cat. What the di-
rectors and editors failed to factor 
in was the fact that these actors 
still had human proportions and 
therefore were more recognizable 
as humans than as cats; however, 
the use of CGI made them just 
inhuman enough that many who 
viewed the film found the effects 
creepy. The Cats Broadway mu-
sical utilizes costumes, makeup, 
and practical effects,  creating a 
less disturbing effect due to the 
lack of  CGI and the clearly recog-
nizable human performers. 
 I questioned several stu-
dents who had viewed the film, 
and the majority agreed that the 
movie would have been less dis-
turbing, even possibly enjoyable, 
had the creators decided to cre-
ate fully animated cats, complete 
with cat-like features and propor-
tions. I must also mention that 
all students interviewed stated 
they did not enjoy the film. I am 
personally at a loss to understand 
why, with the precedent of such 
movies as Lion King (2019) using 

advanced animation to create 
realistic animals, the creators of 
Cats didn’t take a similar route. 
Senior Anna Reagan Mask ques-
tioned, “Why can’t they just make 
them cats?!” Senior Olivia Moore 
disagreed, saying, “I think that no 
animation is the only real way to 
do it without things getting real-
ly weird and creepy, even though 
it’s literally just making a copy of 
the musical.” The Broadway mu-
sical Cats was widely praised for 
its elaborate costumes, and many 
think that the movie would have 
been less disturbing had the film-
makers taken the costume route. 
 In conclusion, I do think 
everyone should see Cats, not 
because it’s a masterpiece of cin-
ematography or has a compelling 
storyline, but because it is a bi-
zarre cultural phenomenon and 
you will likely bond over the or-
deal with any friends who accom-
pany you. Senior Virden O’ Brian 
says “Cats is undeniably a film. 
Brimming with a score, cinema-
tography, and performances, it’s 
a motion picture made by a team 
of filmmakers that can irrefutably 
be described as existent. Truly 
one of the films 2019 has to offer.”

 Shoplifting is a form of lar-
ceny and is a prosecutable criminal 
offense this article is meant to cover 
both sides of shoplifting and is not 
meant to encourage it. In Mississip-
pi shoplifting merchandise worth 
less than 500 dollars for a first or 
second offense is a form of petit 
larceny, or petty theft, and is pun-
ishable by a time no longer than six 
months in the county jail, a fine of 
no more than $1000, or both. My 
purpose, as always with this col-
umn, is simply to inform you about 
the weird stuff that is out there.
 People of all races, gen-
ders, social classes, geographi-
cal areas, and time periods have 
shoplifted. Because of the poten-
tial economic gain and thrill from 
shoplifting, it has become one of 
the more pervasive crimes that 
store owners and law enforce-
ment try to deal with time and 
time again. People have taken to 
sharing about their shoplifting 
experiences online, whether it 
be recounting the time they al-
most got caught or how to best re-
move magnetic tags from jackets 
in dressing rooms. Online con-
tent can be posted anonymously, 
without danger of being identi-
fied, shoplifting enthusiasts can 
do what the internet does best, 
spread information.
 These are rough categories 

of content that is posted online 
about shoplifting:
 Hauls-these are primarily 
forum posts or vlogs, and consist 
of people showing off the results 
of their haul, usually with a price 
tag as a point of comparison. Sto-
len merchandise is usually small-
er items which are more easily 
concealed in purses or pockets 
 Guides-these posts usually 
give out information to potential 
shoplifters, offering tips on how 
to avoid being caught. Common 
tips include how best to remove 
tags from clothing items, how to 
hide small items in purses and 
pockets, and how to avoid detec-
tion/getting caught. On the other 
side, many companies and news 
networks will put out guides to 
help store owners and employees 
deter thiefs.
 Storytimes-These videos 
are usually in a vlog or blog for-
mat and consists of someone ad-
mitting to their shoplifting habits, 
attempting to apologize for them, 
or recounting them in a dramatic 
fashion for entertainment. 
 Shoplifters usually justify 
their acts through believing that 
large companies are bad for the 
local economy, mistreat people, 
or are greedy. They also believe 
that their punishments are light. 
While these accusations are not 
necessarily untrue, they should 
not be used to justify illegal be-
havior.
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For research purposes, I attempted to carry off several books from the 
school library. Photo by Olivia Moore 

 Whether or not you have 
heard of rapper Mac Miller, most 
were devastated to hear the news 
of his passing on September 7th, 
2018 after a drug overdose. Prac-
tically only a month after his be-
lieved-to-be final album, Swim-
ming, released on August 3rd, the 
late rapper’s death caused a surge 
of interest in his music. According 
to Billboard.com, streams of Mill-
er’s music catalog climbed 970% 
following his death. It was incred-
ible seeing new and old fans alike 
sympathizing with his music and 
hearing the story of Malcolm Mc-
Cormick through his detailed dis-
cography. 
 The story of this posthu-
mous release entails the fact that 

it is a companion album to Swim-
ming. The phrase “Swimming in 
Circles” is the premise of this nar-
rative Miller puts out.  
 A story of the monotony of 
life; the dread of a never-ending 
loop. This is the central theme 
of the combination of the two. 
Swimming explains Mac’s con-
tentment using a swim through 
isolation and taking on his prob-
lems by himself, and it takes 
Circles to conclude this tale by 
finishing his dive with a stroke of 
personal growth and understand-
ing. Saying Circles is at the top of 
Mac’s catalog is not a bad take. 
After seeing others’ reactions to 
the album since it’s come out, it’s 
safe to say the album has been 
well received because of what it 
has to say about Miller’s life and 
the realness of the whole record. 

 If Swimming is an album 
showing Mac with a clear con-
science finally coming to terms 
with himself, Circles is a show-
case of Mac’s final thoughts: a 
chilling sendoff that Miller’s 
family put “...was important to 
Malcolm for the world to hear it.” 
With beautiful production from 
Jon Brion, an established produc-
er who vowed to finish this album 
after Mac’s passing, Circles com-
bines meaningful lyrics with soft 
production to produce a story of 
self-reformation and one that fills 
fans with a sense of contentment. 
 Personally, I give it an 
8.5/10. Circles shows musical 
growth of Mac as a person and an 
artist. It completely concludes his 
story with passionate mixing by 
producer Jon Brion and thought-
ful lyricism by Miller himself. 

Mac Miller during one of his emotionally resonating performances, outpouring his emotions.

Three of the titular CGI cats performing a dance routine, much to the discomfort of the audience.


