
 Every year, new students 
decide to attend Jackson Prep af-
ter being satisfied with a campus 
tour. Touring events can range 
from what is called Prep Pre-
view, where a few students and 
their parents tour in a group, to 
a private tour with just one stu-
dent and their guardian.
 This year, Prep is putting 
a new twist on 
the way pro-
spective stu-
dents visit the 
school. 
 T h e 
Pathfinders are 
sponsored by 
the Director of Admissions Ms. 
Tracie Mallard, who interacts 
with every prospective family 
by giving tours of campus and 
walking families through the 
application process and admis-
sions testing. The Pathfinders 
are a way for Jackson Prep stu-
dents to connect with potential 
attendees by leading these tours 
and attending larger events like 
First Presbyterian Day School 
visits. The Pathfinders’ former 
name was Patriot League and 
consisted of 70-80 members that 
helped exclusively with large 
events like You Are Prep and the 
spring open house. Inspired by 
the Roadrunners at Mississippi 
State, the group’s numbers were 
cut down to approximately 30 
students, selected through a sur-
vey. 
 To select the 2018-2019 
Pathfinders, a committee of fac-
ulty members read through each 
application form. For 2019-2020 
applications later this spring, an 
interview portion is also going to 
be added to evaluate the social 
skills of students.
Not only has the Pathfinders 
program assisted tours this 

school year, 
but they also 
p a r t i c i p ate d 
in the Chinese 
sister school 
visit in Febru-
ary in which 
20 Chinese 
students spent 
Monday to Wednesday on the 
Prep campus with Student Am-
bassadors and Pathfinders lead-
ing them from place to place 
throughout the school day. The 
group also assisted in the FPDS 
6th-grade field trip to Prep, help-
ing different teachers at separate 
stations with the students. Ms. 
Mallard said, “I can’t even count 
the number of times that [the 
Pathfinders] have helped me this 
year. I’ve started relying on them 
a lot to help me with events. It’s 
been a big help for me.”
 Next school year also of-
fers a Pathfinders class during 
the fixed carrier, and Ms. Mal-
lard strongly encourages current 
Pathfinders to participate in it. 
In this class, students will learn 
more about Jackson Prep’s cam-
pus, how to interact with pro-
spective students, plan individ-
ual tours and events, and write 
notes to leave an impression on 
the student and their family. 
 With a one-on-one inter-
action between a Prep student 
and a family, it’s easier for con-
nections to be formed between 
the Pathfinder and the family, 
and it relaxes the child when 
another student is the one con-
ducting the tour. It lessens the 
kid’s nerves and makes them 
more open to the idea of attend-
ing a new school. Pathfinder and 
sophomore Abbie Mask said, 
“Pathfinders is such a fun oppor-
tunity that allows you to meet 
new people and show them 
around campus. It’s rewarding to 
make a kid feel excited and less 
scared about attending Prep.”
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Seniors, who will go unnamed, spend classtime sneaking in a few games 
of online poker. Photo by Mary Patton Murphy

Senioritis is spreading rapidly at Prep as graduation nears 

 There’s a mad epidemic 
spreading among the senior class, 
and they’re calling it “senioritis.” 
Since the start of second semester 
(and for some, since before then), 
Prep seniors have been itching 
for graduation. “93 days,” senior 
Mary Parker Plunkett counted on 
Tuesday, February 19. “93 days ‘til 
graduation.” 
 Walk through the senior 
high hallways or enter a calculus 
class, and you’re sure to see the ef-
fects of “senioritis.” During their 
junior year, students dedicated 
countless activity periods and 
mornings before school to com-
pleting homework from the night 
before or practicing for standard-
ized tests. Now, seniors not only 
procrastinate completing their 
homework, but skip studying al-
together. 
 “Senioritis” does appear 
in different forms for different 
students, and there are a number 

of reasons for it. Some seniors 
feel the hard work they have put 
forth the past four years has beat-
en them down, especially those 
seniors that have chosen to take 
honors and advanced placement 
courses. Senior Charlie Ott has 
taken all honors for the past four 
years. He said, “For me, senioritis 
is a product of putting everything 
I have into balancing my school-
work and extracurricular activi-
ties. Once the finish line is near, 
you simply have nothing else to 
give.” 
 Students have also 
worked hard this year on college 
applications and scholarship es-
says, and many students know 
where they are going to school 
next year. Senior Grace Parker 
said, “My roommate and I have 
started planning for our dorm 
room, picking out colors and a 
few different items for our room.” 
Thinking ahead and envisioning 
what next year will look like has 
distracted many students from 
their work, which has been a dis-
appointment to their teachers. 

“I think it’s sad because they’re 
not living in the present,” said 
Ms. Griffin, a senior high english 
teacher. “There are no guaran-
tees, so they should live fully in 
the moment.” 
 As far as students com-
pleting their responsibilities out-
side of the classroom, however, 
“senioritis” doesn’t seem to have 
an effect. Many seniors have been 
soaking up their “lasts,” the last 
pep rallies, athletic events, and 
show choir competitions. While 
teachers seem to be disappointed 
by the performance of their senior 
students, sponsors and coaches 
of different clubs and activities 
across campus don’t appear to 
feel this way. “For the most part, 
we have not had any slacking off 
this year. We even had a pep rally 
this semester! Everyone gets tired 
at times and needs encourage-
ment, but I am proud of the way 
my seniors are finishing strong,” 
said Ms. Tracie Mallard, senior 
high cheer sponsor. 
 With less than eight 
weeks until graduation, many 

seniors are losing their steam. 
Though activities are keeping 
some motivated, many activities 
will end this spring. Be care-
ful, Prep family. With every new 

week, more seniors catch the bug; 
“senioritis” is spreading fast. 

By Alex Gibbs, Anne Marie 
Lundy, Emory Maxwell, Mary 
Patton Murphy, Mary Park-
er Williams and Stewart Mc-
Cullough

 To the people of Jack-
son, there’s a distinct difference 
between Jackson Academy 
and Jackson Prep. While peo-
ple from each school may go to 
church together and hang out 
on the weekends, each school 
has its own unique culture and 
reputation. Not only do these 
two rivals compete on the foot-
ball gridiron, in the basketball 
gym, and in other athletic are-
nas, but they’re often competing 
in the homes of young families 
deciding where to send their 
kids to school. The two schools, 
although only separated by a 
few miles, at times seem worlds 
apart. 
 Outside of Jackson, 
though, it’s a different story. 
Some people might not even 
know they’re two separate 
schools. Often times, that leads 
the schools’ students falling vic-
tim to the “Jackson Stereotype.” 
“Country club rich kids.” “Ath-
letics over academics.” “Love to 
Party.” “Stuck-up and Snobby.” 
These are only a few of the de-
scriptions said about Prep and 
JA students.
 Even though this harsh 
characterization is true of some 
students of both schools, the 
majority are nothing like that. At 
the end of the day, both schools 
have their own independent 
brand and culture that they 

should be proud of, while at the 
same time sharing more in com-
mon with one another than they 
sometimes would like to admit.
 The most obvious differ-
ence between the two schools is 
that JA has a preschool and el-
ementary school, which means 
that a large number of JA stu-
dents have been there since they 
were in kindergarten. However, 
at Prep, students come from 
many different elementary 
schools, the majority coming in 
the sixth or seventh grade. What 
this means for students at Jack-
son Academy is that many find 
the people who will be their 
closest friends in high school at 
a very young age, while at Prep 
the entry of students from dif-
ferent elementary schools caus-
es students to find their close 
friends at a later age. 
 Another contrast be-
tween the schools is the block 
vs traditional schedule that Prep 
and JA have, respectively. While 
students at Prep operate on a 
three day alternating schedule, 
students at Jackson Academy 
have fixed time periods for all 
seven classes each day. This 
means that the schedules of 
students at Prep resemble the 
schedules of many college stu-
dents, who don’t attend all of 
their classes every day, and they 
have to work harder to stay on 
top of their coursework, since 
they don’t meet with teachers as 
frequently. 
 As far as the subject ma-
terial  covered by the schools, 
both JA and Prep offer a variety 

of classes and have Honors and 
Advanced Placement tracks. 
However, Jackson Academy does 
not have a Dual Enrollment pro-
gram. At Prep, students are able 
to earn college credit by tak-
ing classes through Mississippi 
College. This is a limitation for 
students at Jackson Academy, as 
they are only able to receive col-
lege credit for exceptional scores 
on the Advanced Placement ex-
ams. 
 Despite these differ-
ences, there are many factors 
that make the cultures at these 
schools similar. Both schools 
have storied athletic programs 
along with award-winning per-
forming arts. Due to the school’s 
locations and histories, they 
draw students from similar fam-
ily situations and backgrounds. 
On a daily basis their paths are 
crossing, as many of them eat at 
the same restaurants, go to the 
same places on the weekends, or 
even live in the same neighbor-
hoods.  Many will choose from 
the same group of colleges and 
study many of the same majors. 
Many have the same interests 
and partake in the same extra-
curriculars and even vacation at 
the same spots. Students at Prep 
and JA may not be as different as 
some want to believe they are, 
even with the differences that 
exist in each school’s daily op-
erations. In reality, both schools 
have a lot more in common than 
they do differences, even though 
on fall Fridays no one would 
ever admit that. 

The Prep/JA stereotype
This story was a 

collaborative effort 
between the 
Jackson Prep 

Sentry and the Jackson 
Academy Chronicle.

Pathfinders: Leading the way


