Our view

A new year,
a new start

H

ere we are at the beginning of
the school year.
As summer vacations and days
at the beach come to an end,
we have to again gather our backpack and
school supplies and embark on another year
in the classroom.
Some may approach the new year with
trepidation or anxiety. However, once a
new school year comes, so does a chance
for something new.
Before us is a great opportunity for a
great year. At the dawn of this new school
year, we have a chance to start anew. We
have new teachers, new students and new
friends to be made.
A new year brings a chance to try new
electives, new sports or a new club at school.
The past year has come and gone along
with whatever bad that accompanied
it. There is an infinite number of
opportunities, if only you will get up and
seize them.
Take the initiative this year and be
proactive. Take full advantage of a fresh
start. Don’t let an experience pass you by.
St. Joe has an environment conducive
to growing, whether that be spiritually,
academically or socially.
In the upcoming year, you will
undoubtedly experience new things and
make new friends.
The time will pass much more quickly
than you think. The next thing you
know, you will be on a graduation stage
receiving your diploma.
That being said, savor this time. Take
full advantage of whatever lies ahead.
The things you learn this year will
prepare you for the subsequent year,
which will prepare you for life out in the
real world.
The skills and information you learn
will lead to success beyond the campus of
St. Joe.
So yes, a new school year is here. But
don’t fret. Focus on all the things you can
accomplish this year.

I

Dreading the n

was the kid who smelled school
supplies.
It’s understandable, though no
less weird, given my history. I’ve
relished the idea of school since I could
grasp the concept of such a place. Before
the start of every school year, my mother
BIANCA
would begrudgingly take me school-supply
MCCARTY
shopping. I’d bounce through the Walmart
aisles of notebooks and pencils, pausing to
admire a particularly beautiful Lisa Frank spiral, then moving
on. My mom would always grumble that there was a service
for school supplies at Madison Station and there was no poin
in spending a whole half hour at the Walmart – her most
hated place on earth.
Despite the fact that it grows more difficult as you get
older, I have still managed to maintain most of the love for
school I held even as a small child. I still like paper products,
at the very least. Purchasing a pack of four colored sticky
notes brought me an unreasonable amount of joy a mere two
weeks ago.
I acknowledge that I’ve been very lucky that school comes
easy to me while it doesn’t for some people. I’ve never had
to struggle through mountains of homework every night.
I’ve never been bullied by a classmate. And I’ve never had
to suffer the consequences of procrastination (that’s what
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School work ru

ummer is not long enough.
If you talk to enough students, the
majority will agree.
We, as students, leave school at
the end of May. We leave school excited to
not have assignments, tests and projects.
While leaving school, we assume that we
LEAH
will have more time to do whatever we want
CLARK
in the summer.
That is partially true, if you are like me.
I started the summer with nothing to do. I felt I had all the
time in the world. That was until June started. I found myself
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realizing that I anticipated the summer so much to the point
that I over-packed my summer.
Many students over-pack their summers just like me. They
get caught up in the thought of freedom from school. However
not all the busy summer work is the fault of students.
School is responsible for this, as well.
One way that they do this is by giving students
assignments during the summer. Granted the assignments are
usually for AP classes, but they take away from the freedom
that the students have just received.
Students leave school just do more school work. This

