
Summer is not long enough. 
If you talk to enough students, the 

majority will agree. 
We, as students, leave school at 

the end of May. We leave school excited to 
not have assignments, tests and projects.

 While leaving school, we assume that we 
will have more time to do whatever we want 
in the summer. 

That is partially true, if you are like me. 
I started the summer with nothing to do. I felt I had all the 

time in the world. That was until June started. I found myself 

realizing that I anticipated the summer so much to the point 
that I over-packed my summer. 

Many students over-pack their summers just like me. They 
get caught up in the thought of freedom from school. However, 
not all the busy summer work is the fault of students.

 School is responsible for this, as well. 
One way that they do this is by giving students 

assignments during the summer. Granted the assignments are 
usually for AP classes, but they take away from the freedom 
that the students have just received. 

Students leave school just do more school work. This 
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       We have no choice but to pick 
up and continue forward, or be 
swept away by the whirlwind of 
change.”
“

The difficulties of change

Our view

A new year, 
a new start

Here we are at the beginning of 
the school year. 

As summer vacations and days 
at the beach come to an end, 

we have to again gather our backpack and 
school supplies and embark on another year 
in the classroom.

Some may approach the new year with 
trepidation or anxiety. However, once a 
new school year comes, so does a chance 
for something new.

Before us is a great opportunity for a 
great year. At the dawn of this new school 
year, we have a chance to start anew. We 
have new teachers, new students and new 
friends to be made. 

A new year brings a chance to try new 
electives, new sports or a new club at school.

The past year has come and gone along 
with whatever bad that accompanied 
it. There is an infinite number of 
opportunities, if only you will get up and 
seize them. 

Take the initiative this year and be 
proactive. Take full advantage of a fresh 
start. Don’t let an experience pass you by. 

St. Joe has an environment conducive 
to growing, whether that be spiritually, 
academically or socially. 

In the upcoming year, you will 
undoubtedly experience new things and 
make new friends. 

The time will pass much more quickly 
than you think. The next thing you 
know, you will be on a graduation stage 
receiving your diploma. 

That being said, savor this time. Take 
full advantage of whatever lies ahead. 

The things you learn this year will 
prepare you for the subsequent year, 
which will prepare you for life out in the 
real world. 

The skills and information you learn 
will lead to success beyond the campus of 
St. Joe. 

So yes, a new school year is here. But 
don’t fret. Focus on all the things you can 
accomplish this year. 

Dreading the new school year

School work ruins the summer 

LEAH 
CLARK

 I started the summer with 
nothing to do. I felt I had all 
the time in the world. That was 
until June started.”
“

does not even include the summer reading books that every 
student is assigned.  

 Another way that the school over-packs students’ summers 
are by sport practices. Many students are in some type of 
extracurricular activity. 

If the student is in a fall sport, then they practice during the 
summer. This causes student to go back to the school just to 
prepare for the upcoming school year.  

Students are under pressure 1 months out of the year. They have 
to do homework, tests, and projects. Two months out of the year, 
we are given freedom from school. During that time, our freedom 
is tainted with schoolwork and extracurricular activities.  

Summer is a time to relax, have fun and hang out with 
friends. While I am grateful for being able to go to school, I 
would rather not worry about school when I am not even in a 
classroom.

I was the kid who smelled school 
supplies. 

It’s understandable, though no 
less weird, given my history. I’ve 

relished the idea of school since I could 
grasp the concept of such a place. Before 
the start of every school year, my mother 
would begrudgingly take me school-supply 
shopping. I’d bounce through the Walmart 
aisles of notebooks and pencils, pausing to 
admire a particularly beautiful Lisa Frank spiral, then moving 
on. My mom would always grumble that there was a service 
for school supplies at Madison Station and there was no point 
in spending a whole half hour at the Walmart – her most 
hated place on earth.

Despite the fact that it grows more difficult as you get 
older, I have still managed to maintain most of the love for 
school I held even as a small child. I still like paper products, 
at the very least. Purchasing a pack of four colored sticky 
notes brought me an unreasonable amount of joy a mere two 
weeks ago. 

I acknowledge that I’ve been very lucky that school comes 
easy to me while it doesn’t for some people. I’ve never had 
to struggle through mountains of homework every night. 
I’ve never been bullied by a classmate. And I’ve never had 
to suffer the consequences of procrastination (that’s what 

planners are for, people). In all honesty, the past 10 years of 
education have been easy for me. I’m good at it. It’s just how 
my brain is built. 

But going into my sophomore year, I experienced a strange 
emotion regarding the end of summer. 

Dread. 
For the first time in my life, I was dreading school. 
This was because of two very common problems 

uncommon to me. 
Procrastination and exhaustion. 
That’s right, I procrastinated. I’d chosen to take two online 

courses this past summer (health and PE) as well as the usual 
summer reading and not to mention an AP Biology packet. 
Two weeks from school, only one of these things had been 
completed.

I was tired at the beginning of June. I hate to admit it, 
freshman year took a toll on me. I couldn’t bring myself to 
do any sort of work, much less school work. So I put it off, 
barely even thinking about how close August was, which 
caused my end-of-July-self a lot of stress. 

I suppose the moral of this story is this: It’s all right 
to take a break because sometimes we need a break. But 
procrastination ruins the end of summer. 

Also, school isn’t always going to be fun. But if you’re 
lucky enough to like even the smallest part of it, focus on that 
one thing and keep on keeping on.

Change is such an intricate part of 
the human condition. You would 
think that by now people would 
be adapted to cope with an ever-

changing environment. 
Unfortunately, that simply isn’t the case. 

We often find ourselves stumbling through 
the unfamiliar like a toddler learning to 
walk. Sometimes, change is difficult.

Sometimes, there seems to be no amelioration as a result 
of change. Sometimes, it seems nobody benefits from a 
situation. At that time, people may despise change. 

“Why can’t it just be the old way?” they say. “I miss my 
old friends.” 

Our relationships with people are likely the most painful 
to see go. We have a funny way of bonding closely with 
people, and it can be excruciating the watch them leave.

And certainly, we will never forget the events and 
especially the people that have changed our lives so much 
in the past. They have helped us grow as individuals, and 
we will forever be indebted to them for their contribution. 

After all, even though they were in our lives in the past, 
they have undoubtedly shaped our future. For it may very 
well be that the past is our most valuable asset. Millions 
of dollars can’t buy life’s lessons, and all the riches in the 
world pale in comparison to our experiences. 

As important as the past may be, we’re still faced with 
a stark reality that it is gone. So, what do we do now? We 
have no choice but to pick up and continue forward, or be 
swept away by the whirlwind of change. 

In times of turmoil, people become more of what 
they already are. Trouble has a way of magnifying 
characteristics. Leaders seem to separate themselves from 
the pack, and the masses fall back into their crowd of 
mediocrity. 

After all, change is a prerequisite for an improved future. 
For a temporary moment, the reality of change may hurt. 
After all, people like to get comfortable in a familiar 
environment. I would argue, though, that we perform at a 
significantly higher clip when we are pushed out.

At St. Joseph Catholic School, change this year means a 
fresh start, new students and new faces among our faculty 
and coaches. Change this year also has brought us new 

classes and new opportunities. 
In the present, we look to the future, always optimistic. 

There’s always a brighter future for those willing to make it 
for themselves.

BIANCA
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 I acknowledge that I’ve been 
very lucky that school comes easy to 
me while it doesn’t for some people.”“

 It’s all right to take a break, 
because sometimes we need a break. 
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summer.”
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 While I am grateful for 
being able to go to school, I 
would rather not worry about 
school when I am not even in a 
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“
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Change has brought several new teachers to St. Joe – including 
Ms. Jordan Bauer, who teaches Latin and French.

 If the student is in a fall 
sport, then they practice during 
the summer.”“


