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Editorial Policy
All opinion pieces are the views of the 

author(s), and the author(s) only, with the 

exception of staff editorials, which are 
unsigned and reflect the consensus view 
of the students in the Sentry classes. Staff 
editorials are the only columns in the 

paper that express the unified view of the 
Sentry staff.  This staff editorial process is 
comprised of two main steps.  First, the staff 
talks amongst themselves about a topic and 

organizes a position on the issue on which 

all class members can agree. The editorial is 

then written and run past the staff members 
for approval.

Guest editorial? 

Editorial cartoon? 

Letter to the Editor? 

Contact us at:

sentry@jacksonprep.net

 As the midterm elections 
have just ended, most Prep stu-
dents have no clue how it will af-
fect them. 
 Since we are committed to 
excellence, that should include 
knowing what is happening in the 
world of politics and all-around 
news. Being informed is essential 
to casting a vote that spreads your 
principles and values. 
 Some history teachers try to 
educate their students on current 
events, but combined with teach-
ing their history curriculum, they 
do not have the time to stress 
what is happening in the real 
world. The news changes every 
day, and students need to be up-
dated accordingly. 
 With all of the unsourced and 
“fake” news out there, it is a strug-
gle for students to know what 
to believe and effectively make 
choices on who and what to vote 
for. (The Sentry, however, always 
strives to be factual and fair to 
students, faculty, other schools, 
and people on both sides of the 
aisle.)
  Being informed and knowing 

what is happening can affect ev-
eryone’s future. Our jobs, money, 
rights, safety, and courts will all 
be determined by politicians and 
the people we elect into power for 
the future, and as part of that fu-
ture, we should all know what is 
going on and hopefully make an 
impact. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 After the devastating school 
shooting at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School that took 
the lives of seventeen students, 
their former classmates have 
become involved and tried to 
prevent what happened to them 
from happening to others. 
 It should not take a school 

shooting to make young people 
have an active role in city, state, 
and federal politics. The next 
school shooting could happen 
here or hurt someone we care 
about, so we should start taking 
action now. 
 We, the Sentry I staff, recom-

mend that steps should be taken 
to keep students informed and, 
ultimately, help them make in-
tentional choices at the voting 
booth.  Steps could include cre-
ating a current events elective or 
talking about this during class or 
advisory period. 

 By doing this, Prep would be-
come more proficient in educat-
ing its students in current events 
that will affect their future. 

 For this issue, we have cho-
sen to discuss a daily occurrence 
and inconvenience for many: tele-
marketers. 
 What exactly is telemarket-
ing? Telemarketing is the market-
ing of goods or services by phone 
call to existing or potential cus-
tomers. Typically, telemarketing 
is used to try to sell a product, 
but it is also used to do surveys or 
gather political information be-
fore an election.
  As a class, we think that 
telemarketers have gotten out of 
hand. We find that students con-
stantly get their phones taken up 
during school because of telemar-
keters calling during class. Lots 
of people have gotten detentions 
because of the phone calls they 
are getting from random telemar-
keters. Most students at Prep are 
underage, yet they get calls asking 
them for money and student loan 
bills. We agree that we don’t an-
swer actual calls from unknown 
numbers because we assume they 
are telemarketers. It’s aggravating 
when we miss a cool opportunity 
or an important phone call from 
a parent, friend, or college due to 
the fear of annoying interactions 
with a telemarketer. 
 Not only are they calling us, 
but telemarketers are also texting. 
As a staff, we have gotten dozens 
of texts from telemarketers asking 
us to pay something off or saying 
we have joined their member-
ship. How should we know if they 
are real or fake?
 The problems associated 

with telemarketers are getting 
worse. The easy fix is to tell the 
telemarketer to take your num-
ber off of the call list, but there’s 
a chance that they will continue 
to call. If you have gotten a refer-
ral because of  a call from a tele-
marketer during class, consider 
putting your phone on airplane 
mode or silent (instead of vibrate) 
to ensure that you won’t have to 
spend the afternoon in detention. 
 Overall, telemarketer calls 
are out of hand and we need to 
put an end to them. There are 
other ways to publicize your 

business or campaign for candi-
dates besides calling people, es-
pecially teenagers. These phone 
calls make people want to buy 
the products of telemarketers 
less or refuse to give a candidate 
a vote because of the annoyance 
they cause. Some people even 
get tricked into losing money or 
revealing bank account numbers 
to people on the phone. Our solu-
tion is to listen to voicemails left 
on your phone in case someone 
important calls and to remove 
yourself from telemarketer call 
lists.

Students should study the news to stay better informed

Telemarketer calls are 
getting out of hand

Since we are commit-
ted to excellence, that 
should include know-
ing what is happening 
in the world of politics 
and all-around news.

Corrections
 The Sentry strives for factual accuracy. When 

mistakes occur, we wish to correct them in a clear and 

timely manner. Please feel free to note any such errors 

by contacting us at sentry@jacksonprep.net.
 In October’s Issue 3, there were factual errors in 

the opinion piece “Racial profiling leads to Patrick 
Beadle’s arrest” by Barron Liston: 

•The sentence for Mr. Beadle was reported as 40 years. 

This was a possible sentence, but the actual sentence 

was 8 years. 

•There is not an appeal pending in federal court.


