
 Alabama’s football team 
has been nothing short of domi-
nant the past decade. In that time 
span, they have won 5 national ti-
tles and won the SEC Champion-
ship a staggering six conference 
times. They have no shortage of 
talent on the field, but there are 

many people out there who be-
lieve that they have had some 
special assistance on the field 
and off in their period of ridicu-
lous dominance.
 Let’s start with what we 
know. In several Alabama foot-
ball games in the past and espe-
cially this year, there have been 
some very controversial calls 
that always seem to fall in Ala-

bama’s favor. For example, in 2012 
Alabama was in another “game 
of the century” with LSU. They 
were playing the Tigers at home, 
and LSU held a narrow 17-14 lead 
with 51 seconds left in the game. 
Then, miraculously, Alabama 
running back TJ Yeldon caught 
a screen pass and went 28 yards 
for a touchdown. Angry LSU fans 
took to Twitter to complain, and 
found that Alabama had commit-
ted several penalties on that play 
that would have had the touch-
down called back. 
 Also having to do with 

LSU, the referees suspended But-
kus Award winner Devin White 
for the first half of LSU’s game 
with Alabama after a perfectly in-
nocent hit he had on Mississippi 
State quarterback Nick Fitzger-
ald. Just this year as well, they 
called back a Mississippi state 
touchdown for a “block in the 
back” penalty that clearly just did 
not happen. 
 The theory behind why 
these referees root for Alabama 
so much all ties back to the con-
ference. The SEC needs Alabama 
to win to have the team in the 
playoff that they want. Because of 
this, they are willing to let things 
slide for Alabama that they would 
never let slide for any other team, 
continuing to frustrate fans of 
other teams every year. 
 It’s obvious that Alabama 
doesn’t need any extra help, yet 
the SEC continues to give it to 
them anyway. 
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 For many students at 
Jackson Prep, the couple of 
weeks before semester exams 
are the worst of the whole year. 
Semester exams are designed 
to test how much of that class’ 
content the student has actually 
retained. From the stress about 
the actual exams to the school-
work that teachers pack in at 
the end of the semester, exam 
season causes an unnecessary 
amount of nerve-racking anx-
iety. While one may think that 
school would slow down lead-
ing up to the highly-anticipated 
Christmas and summer breaks, 
in reality, it speeds up to the 
heaviest workload and still feels 
monumentally slower due to 
the dread that comes with it.
 If students other than 
seniors in the second semester 
had the possibility to be ex-
empt from exams, we, the Sen-
try I staff, believe that several 
improvements would be seen. 
The majority of students would 
put forth more effort during the 
semester in daily assignments, 
tests, quizzes, and projects, 
knowing that if they achieved 
a certain grade that they would 
be rewarded before the break 
by being relieved of that extra 
stress. 
 In many high schools, 
students are eligible for ex-
emption with an average of 93 
in that particular class. Criteria 
for eligibility can also include 
participation, attendance, and 
conduct. Students that work 
hard for their high grades de-
serve something that will moti-

vate them to continue to strive 
to achieve.
 In the case of students 
who have already proven 
throughout the semester that 
they know the material, exams 
are just another cause for stress 
and a distraction from the final 
classwork as people attempt to 
raise their average. Exams are 
arguably not even an assess-
ment of comprehension, but 
instead a time when students 
simply put their short-term 
memory to use.  
 If exams are supposed to 
help you remember the content 
learned throughout the year, 
students with an A have worked 
for the grade and should already 
know the material by heart. 
 Because Jackson Prep is 
a preparatory school, we under-
stand that exams prepare us for 
the finals that we will be forced 
to take in college. However, we 
believe that an acceptable al-
ternative would be to offer an 
exemption from second semes-
ter exams only. That would still 
provide students with the prac-
tice of learning a large amount 
of material for first term exams 
while also providing an incen-
tive to strive to achieve in order 
to receive exemption second 
semester. Exam exemption 
would be an earned privilege 
that would prove overall under-
standing of the course subject 
areas. With excellence as our 
goal here at Prep, it seems illog-
ical not to give students the op-
portunity to not take the dread-
ed exams. 

Exempt us from exams Manning center mayhem

SEC officials are Bama fans

 Here at Prep, carpool traf-
fic seems to be an ongoing issue. 
As hard as it is to get to school on 
time in the mornings, afternoon 
traffic is also a nightmare. What 
do you do when an entire school 
of junior high and high school 
students plus parents are all try-
ing to leave Prep at one time? You 
get frustrated.  
 Ever since football season 
ended, we have been hearing a 
lot of complaints about the moms 
who park by the Manning Center 
blocking students from getting 
out. Students will get to their cars 
at 3:10 and not leave campus un-
til 3:30, which is quite ridiculous. 
Lots of Prep students have jobs 
after school they have to get to, 
and when they aren’t leaving the 
parking lot until 3:30 or later, they 
get paid less and get in trouble by 
their boss. 
 Also, some students have 
requirements after school that 
they have to get to at 3:30 such as 
tutoring, lessons, or sports events. 
Due to the schedule change, most 
people set their schedules based 
on getting out at 3:00. Now, they 
had to move their schedule to be 
there at around 3:30, but if they get 
out of the parking lot at that time, 
they are always late. Not know-
ing that it would take 25 minutes 

to get out of the parking lot, now 
they can not move requirements 
to a later time because most plac-
es are booked. 
 

One solution we considered is to 
stop allowing parents to park in 
front of students’ cars until their 
kids arrive, because we want to 
leave too. If you are parking your 
car behind ours, it makes us late 
to wherever we are required to 
be after school. As a solution, we 
suggest blocking  off the entrance 
to the Manning center with 
cones, and then parents can go 
through the regular carpool line 
to pick up their kids on the corner 
of Guyton. Another option would 

be sending the kids to the Junior 
High, where they should be, so 
the high schoolers can get out of 
their parking spots. 
 Of course, avoiding frus-
tration would be ideal. The park-
ing lot at Prep is big, but never big 
enough. Senior athletes park in 
the Manning Center parking lot, 
while the rest of the senior high 
drivers park in the senior high 
parking lot.
   The junior high parking 
lot has some of the leftover soph-
omore drivers do not have a place 
in the senior high parking area. 
When everyone is trying to leave 
Prep at once, it is almost impossi-
ble to avoid the traffic. There are 
3 front exits to leave Prep from. 
Most people use two of three ex-
its, so that leaves only two exits 
for hundreds of people to leave 
from.
  Perhaps if the junior high 
got out at 3 instead of 3:10, it would 
allow the junior high moms to get 
out of the parking lot before all 
the high school students are let 
out. 
 These are just a few sug-
gestions we think would solve the 
problem of parking lot traffic af-
ter school. 

As  hard as it is to get to 
school on time in the 
mornings, afternoon 
traffic is also a night-
mare. What do you do 
when an entire school 
of junior high and high 
school students plus 
parents are all trying 
to leave Prep at one 
time?

The Manning Center parking lot at approximately 2:45 P.M., 25 minutes before school lets out. 
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