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Fighting for Finn

dipped into the classics for the 
spring 2018 musical. Students 

Thursday-Saturday, April 11-13.

ST. JOE SETS 
SPRING MUSICAL

FOOTBALL WRAPS 
REGULAR SEASON

VOLLEYBALL FALLS 

5-5, travels to Pisgah, 8-2, on 
Friday night to wrap up regular 
season play. The game follows 

the first shut-out since St. Joe 
defeated Union 35-0 on Friday, 
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Luckett Nixon crowned Homecoming queen

F
inn Blaylock. 

It’s a name that 

has been circulating 

around the St. Joseph 

community and beyond since 

the start of the school year. 

Finn is a St. Richard Catholic 

School student. He may be young, but this 

6-year-old is full of life and energy.  

“He’s enthusiastic about everything he does,” 

said St. Joe senior Gabe Blaylock, Finn’s oldest 

sibling. “Even something as simple as going 

out to eat – he’s very enthusiastic about it.” 

Finn was diagnosed earlier this year with a 

rare form of cancer. The intensity and schedule 

of his cancer treatment has kept Finn out of 

St. Joseph Catholic School students, faculty, staff, parents, 
alumni and friends stage FinnFest to help one of their own

See FINNFEST, Page 3
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Finn Blaylock has his face painted at FinnFest, an event at St. Joseph Catholic School sponsored to raise money to help with Finn’s expenses fighting 
childhood cancer. The event took place after school on Wednesday, Oct. 10.

on Nov. 1 in observance of All 

The Mass honors all saints, 
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Event raises more than 
$10,000 for Blaylocks

Even before the start of the 
school year, the St. Joseph com-
munity rallied in support of Finn 
Blaylock and his family. 

Prayer, meals, and financial 
support have been given to the 
family since the 6-year-old’s di-
agnosis of cancer in May. 

FinnFest, the afternoon fun-
draising festival at St. Joe on 
Wednesday, Oct. 10, raised 
more than $10,000 for the Blay-
lock family to help cover Finn’s 
medical expenses.

“This cause has renewed my 
soul and proven once again that 
St. Joe exists because God wants 
it to,” St. Joe Principal Dena 
Kinsey said. 

“I think we’ve shown future 
generations how to live their 
faith and to take care of each 

other as (God) called us to.” 
FinnFest took place in and 

around Bill Raphael Field. Peo-
ple bought tickets to play games 
and buy food.  The Knights of 
Columbus from St. Richard and 
St. Francis Catholic Churches as 
well as Outback Steakhouse do-
nated food for the event.

The Bruin Jazz Band and 
Daniel and The Dirt Devils, a 
student led band, performed 
throughout the event – including 
Finn’s favorite song, “They all 
Ask’d for You” by The Meters.

St. Joe alumnus Patrick Har-
kins also performed.  

Senior Reid Smith said he was 
glad Finn enjoyed everything.   

“It was a lot of fun, and it was 

See BLAYLOCK, Page 3
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to me that we have grown up in a 
community that will rally together 
for any of us,” said Lelia DeGruy, 
a St. Joe senior. She has known the 
Blaylocks her whole life.  

Support from outside the St. Joe 
community has also been remark-
able. Football rivalries were laid 
aside for a greater good. Students at 
St. Anthony in Madison, which are 

school since finishing kindergarten 
in May 2018.  

Despite all the negatives, there 
is something about Finn that rises 
above all – his enthusiasm. He 
loves to live life, to be in the out-
doors, to fish in Mississippi waters, 
and to explore nature and the world.  

The support for Finn and his fight 
against cancer has been massive. 
A blood drive for Finn in August 
received overwhelming support. 
Students, alumni, friends, and 
family stayed on campus for hours 
donating blood; some even stayed 
to 10 p.m. for an event that was 
scheduled to end at 7. 

Countless people in the community 
have donated money and bought 
“Bruins Go Gold” T-shirts, whose 
proceeds go directly to the Blaylocks. 

Additionally, the Spirit Stepper 
dance team wore gold ribbons this 
football season to support Finn and 
to shed light on Childhood Cancer 
Awareness Month in September. 

“It is really an amazing thing 
Mrs. Suzanne Antonaros paints the face of Finn Blaylock
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connection to us. (He’s) just a good 
person,” Gabe said. 

“Just everybody coming out and 
giving the support is like being able 
(to see) the Holy Spirit at work,” 
said Ann Cook, who, along with 
several others, helped plan fundrais-
ers and events to benefit Finn. 

The biggest event for Finn was 
FinnFest on the St. Joe campus, 4-7 
p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 10. The 
event included another blood drive 
from 11 a.m.-7 p.m.; live entertain-

St. Richard’s rivals, continuously 
keep Finn in their thoughts and 
prayers every day just like the kids 
at Finn’s own school. 

Jackson Prep’s student section 
wore gold in honor of Finn and in 
correlation with Childhood Cancer 
Awareness Month. Their students 
and community, along with St. 
Andrew’s, donated cash to the 
Blaylocks. Michael Boone, the head 
official in the St. Joe-St Andrew’s 
football game, even donated his 
game check to the Blaylock family. 

“It’s nice knowing that people 
are there for you. The Mike Boone 
thing was really unexpected. It 
meant a lot to my family because 
it was somebody who had no prior 

FINNFEST, from page 1

          It’s nice 
knowing that people 
are there for you.” 

– Gabe Blaylock,
Finn’s brother 

and a St. Joe senior 

“

BruinTHON preparation now underway
BIANCA McCARTY

The Bear Facts

While BruinTHON is months away, prepa-
rations have already begun for the biggest fun-
draiser of the year. 

This year, senior Anna Rose Myrick is 
serving as student director, with Mary Grace 
Stewart as assistant director. The theme for 
this year’s annual fundraiser for Blair E. Bat-
son Children’s hospital is “Arcade Games.”

Myrick and the committee have plans to 
make changes to the event, especially when it 
comes to promoting it. 

“We have a lot of new fundraising ideas. 
We’re especially going to try and get the 
middle school more involved throughout the 
entire year, and be creative with our fundrais-
ers,” said Ms. Kathryn Sckiets, the faculty 
adviser. 

The committee plans to intersperse more 
fundraisers throughout the year, mainly 
monthly bake sales. They plan to keep most 
of the old fundraisers, such as No-Shave No-
vember and Boots for Batton in January. The 
biggest change is the promotion of the event. 
This includes pep rallies, assemblies and hype 
videos. 

BruinTHON accomplishes many things 
throughout the year, but they do not come 
without challenges. 

In the early stages of putting together the 
event, the biggest challenge Myrick and Ms. 
Sckiets faced was choosing the committee. 

“We had to be selective and make some 
hard decisions because we wanted to down-
size the committee and put everyone where 
we thought they would work best. It was kind 
of a tough process, but we’re really happy 
with the people that we got,” Ms. Sckiets said. 

Setting up such a massive event is tedious 
and requires meticulous work. Communica-
tion can also be an issue, as those in charge 

Hannah Dear, a junior, is the middle school 
representative. Dear’s job is to keep the sev-
enth and eighth graders informed and excited 
for the event. 

“Dr. Baston lived across the street from me 
my whole life. To be able to help kids who are 
at a hospital that is named after him means a 
lot, because he was a great neighbor, a great 

need to make sure everyone is informed and 
on the same page. 

Even with all of the difficulties that come 
with being a part of the BruinTHON commit-
tee, many people still want to be a part of it. 
The event holds much personal significance 
for those involved in the committee and even 
those who are solely participants. 
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BruinTHON participants crowd the floor of the St. Joseph Catholic School gym during the 2018 event. The fundraiser is an annual event at St. Joe.

friend,” Dear said. 
Myrick also has personal connections to 

Blair E. Batson Children’s Hospital.
“This year, I want BruinTHON to be super 

hype. I want it to be a big thing that the whole 
school wants to do. It’s always a big event for 
St. Joe and every year we try and make it even 
better and better,” Myrick said.

ment with the St. Joe Jazz Band 
and a separate, independent, student 
band; food prepared and donated by 
volunteers; games for children; and 
a dunking booth featuring St. Joe 
teachers and coaches. 

“It’s definitely difficult opening 
up to people,” Gabe said. “It’s hard 
to sit there and have people help 
you all the time and you can’t really 
do anything to repay them. But it 
really shows how grateful you are 
and how wonderful the community 

is.” 
The Blaylock family moved 

from New Orleans after Hurricane 
Katrina. Since moving here, their 
family has grown.

“It’s not in their nature to be re-
ceivers,” Mrs. Cook said. “They are 
very much giving people, so this is 
a bit of an adjustment for them. But 
they are overwhelmed by the love 
and the support.”

BLAYLOCK, from page 1
ting dunked for the sake of doing it, and it’s 
good to see everyone come out to support 
Finn.” 

Chandler knows several members of the 
Blaylock family well. Senior Gabe Blaylock 
was Chandler’s house leader back when Gabe 
went to St. Richards. He also knows some of 
Gabe’s younger siblings, like eighth-grader 
Declan Blaylock and St. Richard sixth-grader 
Susanna Blaylock.  

“I loved the spirit of community and the 
concern for other people,” Mrs. Kinsey said. 
“It’s helpful that they have a relationship with 
Gabe and Declan, and so they want to help.”  

“Honestly, I think we’ve all just realized 
that this is somebody we care about and is one 
of our family members,” said St. Joe student 
Farrell Moorehead. “Everybody at this school 
is so close knit, so I think it’s great that we’re 
all coming together to support.”  

Moorehead’s  family owns M7 Coffeehouse 
in Ridgeland and sold some of Finn’s favorite 
food at the event. They were cleverly dubbed 
as Finnamon Rolls and Finn Floats. Both 
items sold out.

“I think it’s just a great way to celebrate 
Finn,” Chandler said. “All the things that 
have been done for Finn, all the fundraisers, 
they’ve really helped and shown me how to be 
a good person.” 

totally worth it for a good cause.” Smith said.  
Another big part of FinnFest was the dunk-

ing booth. About a dozen teachers and coaches 
sat on the edge of the dunking booth, excited, 
yet anxiously awaiting to be submerged.  There, 
students who used their tickets to play the game 
at FinnFest were able to attempt to knock their 
teachers and coaches into the dunking booth.

Seventh-grader Reece Chandler saw his 
swim coach Lauri Collins get submerged in 
the booth.  

“It’s been fun,” he said. “It’s been a good 
opportunity to see teachers (and coaches) get-

         It’s been a good 
opportunity to see teachers 
(and coaches) getting 
dunked for the sake of 
doing it and it’s good to 
see everyone come out to 
support Finn.” 

– Reece Chandler, 
seventh grader

“

          They (the 
Blaylocks) are 
overwhelmed by the 
love and support” 

–  Mrs. Ann Cook, 
a Blaylock 

family friend

“


