
Mrs. Pam 
Walberg, 
Mrs. Barbara 
Mustain and 

Mrs. Cathy Thomas have 
announced their retirement. 

It saddens me to know 
that these teachers won’t 
bless anymore students 
at St. Joseph with the 
knowledge and wisdom 
they have bestowed upon hundreds of 
students throughout their time at our school 
just as they have blessed me.

Each one taught me at different phases 
of my high school experience. And each 
one taught me more than just the subject 
they’re required to teach. Through my 
life-changing experiences with these 
teachers, they have each positively 
impacted the person I have grown into 
today.

Mrs. Pam Walberg taught me Mississippi 
Studies and World Geography my freshman 
year.  Although I attended St. Joseph 
for seventh and eighth grade, I was still 
nerYoXs aboXt m\ first da\ of high sFhool. 
As , ZalNed to into the g\m to find m\ 
homeroom teacher, I sat with my friends 
and we compared schedules. 

I noticed that several of my friends 
also had 0rs. :alberg at first Seriod. :e 
walked anxiously to her classroom where 
she greeted us with us the warmest smile I 
have ever seen on the face of a teacher and 
a pleasant “Good morning.” Immediately, I 
felt my anxiety melt away.  
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St. Joseph students are about to start 
summer vacation, but preparations for the 
new school year have already begun. Classes 
have been selected, the last grades of the 
fourth quarter have been turned in, and a 
new principal has been assigned.

Mrs. Dena Kinsey, after serving as the 
high school director for the past two years, 
was announced as the new principal at the 
end of 0ass on 0onda\� 0arFh ��� the first 
day back from Spring Break. The news was 
received with great optimism, including a 
long round of applause from the student 
body for one of the most well-known 
teachers at our school.

Tre’jan Rogers, a junior at St. Joseph and a 
former student of new principal, commented: 
“Mrs. Kinsey knows the students. And I 
believe that she will incorporate us into her 
new job.” Along with this, he said he trusts 
Mrs. Kinsey to guide the school to a bright 
future. 

Mrs. Kinsey has said in several interviews 
throughout her short time thus far as 
principal exactly where she wants to guide 
our school. 

She knows and cares deeply for her 
students as she got to know them in the 
class room as a religion and math teacher 
in previous years along with watching them 
play as student athletes post great victories, 
as Zell as dignified losses. As high sFhool 
director, she had an inside look into how 
a high school is run and got to know the 
staff on a personal level. Because of this 
deep understanding, she has continuously 
maintained from the start that St. Joseph is 
truly a place to grow. She spoke about how 
our campus is incredibly rich in academics, 
arts, and sports.

When asked about her feelings about the 
new position, she immediately replied that 
she is very excited to lead the school she has 
grown to love. She also spoke of how she 
plans to spread this love to the community. 

Our students are widely known in the 
Jackson area for their exceptional service 
work and academic achievements, especially 
after being voted the No. 1 Catholic in this 
past year. However, Mrs. Kinsey had a few 
concerns about how our school is often 
described.

“I have heard so many people come up to 
me and say that St. Joseph is the best-kept 
secret in Jackson,” she said. “But why? I 
want to move our school forward and make 
us, and our good qualities, known.”

Behind our new principal’s enthusiasm 
stands a great team of support among both 
the students and staff. We now have an 
opportunity before us to revolutionize how 
our school is viewed and run. 

With the next year comes many new 
changes, and everyone in our close-knit 
community is banding together to prepare to 
take a new direction in how we conduct our 
academic lives.

Our view

Kinsey great 
choice for St. Joe
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Jesus: A teaching example for all
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What my teachers taught me
She truly set the tone for high school. 

And without any other words, she let us 
know we were in good hands. Just the 
simple, genuine warmth of her greeting let 
us know that her class would prove to be a 
true learning experience.

Mrs. Walberg not only taught me about 
the history of Mississippi and the differing 
cultures of the world, but she also showed 
me that actions speak much louder than 
words.

Mrs. Mustain taught me sophomore 
religion. Her class was really eye-opening 
for me and was like no other class I have 
taken at any point at St. Joseph. 

Although we still took notes often and 
were tested on what we knew about the 
Catholic Church, she still made time to 
teach us how to look within ourselves 
through prayer. 

2Xr ZeeNl\ bell ZorN Zas to find one or 
two verses in the Bible, copy it, and at the 
end of the ZeeN reÀeFt on the Yerses Ze 
had chosen. 

In the beginning, I truly considered this 
to be a chore. Most times I would just open 
my Bible and copy a couple of lines and 
continue talking to my friends. It wasn’t 
until after a few weeks that I realized that 
the random verses I had chosen had an over 
arching theme. 

AlthoXgh , MXst Zrote doZn the first 
thing , saZ� it helSed me to find *od’s 
message for me that week. After I realized 
that, I began to look forward to that weekly 
assignment. After we did our bell work, we 
also took time to listen to music or watch 

videos and meditate.
 We also had to memorize different 

Sra\ers monthl\. At first� , thoXght it Zas a 
little elementary but I began to appreciate 
this exercise as well. In the end, I learned 
to how truly look within myself, meditate, 
listen to God, and make changes in my life 
that led me to be a better student, person 
and most importantly a better practicing 
Catholic.

Mrs. Cathy Thomas currently teaches me 
Advanced Placement United States History 
or APUSH for short. Throughout the year, 
we have had discussions on controversial 
topics pertaining to the historical and 
current events. 

I was refreshed to have a teacher who 
was willing to allow students to take a 
stance on something and defend their 
arguments. She taught us to defend our 
point of view  without the argument 
becoming personal or offensive. She 
allowed us to challenge common thought 
and allowed us to not be afraid to express 
ourselves. 

She has taught me a skill that we can 
all use: the art of being polite while 
disagreeing. We all have opinions and 
just because someone’s opinion differs in 
thought from you, does not mean that they 
are wrong.

As someone who is on the downside of 
my high school career, with only one year 
left, I am truly blessed to say these amazing 
women have touched my life and impacted 
me for the better.

 

Appreciating great teachers

Teaching is one 
of the most 
complicated 
jobs today. The 

best teachers tend to be 
approachable, as opposed 
to intimidating. 

Sometimes short-
tempered teachers make 
effective ones; they 
prepare us for short-
tempered bosses. Learning 
to cope with them is a valuable experience 
that should not be denied to anyone. 

My very best teachers were easy to get 
along with, although it certainly helped 
if I paid attention in my class and did 
my work. They are professional without 
seeming distant. Professionalism requires 
a certain amount of boundary-setting, 
ZhiFh is diffiFXlt Zhen dealing Zith older 
students where the age gap is often not 
all that wide. Under a different set of 
circumstances, they might actually be 
your friends. 

My best teachers always seemed to 
effortlessl\ ZalN that Yer\ fine line 
betZeen being an aXthorit\ figXre and 
being someone I felt I could talk to. 

They have a good sense of humor.  They 
do not take themselves or their subject 
matter too seriously. Few things are more 
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off-putting than faculty members who 
think they’re much smarter than anyone 
else in the room (or any room) – unless 
it’s those who think their subject is the 
most important of all and expect students 
to feel the same way – other classes be 
damned. 

My best teachers not only understood 
that their course was just one of several 
we were taking, but also had a great, 
self-deprecating wit, often making jokes 
at their own expense and even sometimes 
making light of their subject. Humor 
can sometimes help students grasp the 
material better. They seem to enjoy what 
they do. 

The teachers I remember as the very 
best were those who clearly loved 
teaching and got a kick out of associating 
with students every day.

They are demanding without being 
unkind. In my experience, however, most 
students want to be challenged; they don’t 
mind if a lot is expected of them. They 

just do not want their professors to be 
jerks. My best teachers were demanding 
without being mean-spirited.

They seem comfortable in their own 
skin. Perhaps one reason students tend 
to like these faculty is that they like 
themselves, without being in love with 
the sound of their own voices. The best 
teaFhers are Fonfident ZithoXt being 
arrogant, authoritative without being 
condescending.

They are tremendously creative. They 
are always willing to entertain new ideas 
or try new things. Innovation is the term 
that seems applied almost exclusively to 
the use of technology. My best teachers 
were truly innovative, coming up with 
creative ways to help us understand and 
remember what they were trying to teach. 
What made those teachers innovative was 
not tools or technology but their minds.

They make teaching look easy. We 
all know it is not. Ultimately, great 
teachers are like great athletes, dancers, 
or musicians.  We learn quickly just 
hoZ diffiFXlt it is to Sla\ a sSort or an 
instrument at a very high level. We can 
not control whether or not we have them 
or to what degree. There is some truth in 
the idea that certain people are just born 
teachers because they are blessed with 
these traits in abundance.
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 The best teachers 
tend to be approachable, 
as opposed to 
intimidating.”
“

Throughout history, 
there have 
been numerous 
inÀXential 

teachers and leaders who 
create lasting impacts on 
various societies around the 
world. 

Confucius was a great 
Chinese teacher who left an 
impact on philosophy all 
over the world. 

Aristotle and Plato also left a lasting 
impact on history in the form of philosophy 
and invention. 

In terms of our religious and spiritual 
histor\� -esXs is the most inÀXential teaFher 
of all time.

From the very beginning, God knew he 
was going to send his only son to save us 
from our  sins. He also decided that his 
son’s time on earth was not going to go 
to waste. This is why he created the most 
loving, understanding, and relatable teacher 
we have ever seen.

Mary and Joseph knew they had a very 
special child on their hands the moment 
they found young Jesus in the temple 
teaching and spreading good news to adults 
even at a young age. When they realized 
that their child already had this ability 
to show such promising leadership and 
teaching skills as a young boy, they began 
to try realize his purpose on earth, foretold 
by the prophets and angels. I’m sure this 

was a very assuring sign to them that 
calmed their confusion and nerves about 
the future.

There are numerous lessons that we 
can learn from his teaching and examples. 
Although some people may think of teaching 
as straightforward relaying of information, 
Jesus made his lessons into a personable 
relationship with everyone he met.

grade social studies at St. Richard school. 
If you ask anyone who knows her, they will 
tell you they rarely see her without a smile 
on her face. She is always there to help 
you or encourage you, no matter what the 
situation is. 

She is one of the most cheerful people 
I know, and it always brightens my day 
when I see her in the hallway. To me, she 
is one of the best examples of what Christ 
wanted his future teachers to become.

I’m sure everyone has had at least one 
teacher in their life who they have greatly 
appreciated or valued. 

Teachers, besides your parents, are 
the people who have the biggest impact 
of forming you into the person that you 
will become. Although we may become 
frustrated with the hundreds of assignments 
that we are forced to do, teachers do really 
care for all of us. It is their job to teach you 
and they truly love to see us succeed.

We should all try and imitate the skills 
we see our teachers display everyday. They 
work their hardest to ensure our well being, 
even when they give us a detention for not 
doing homework.

So, I encourage each and everyone 
of you to display the patient, caring and 
loving characteristics that Jesus once 
displayed thousands of years ago.

You never know when someone is 
watching or looking up to you, imitating 
what you do or attempting to make the 
world a better place.

Throughout the Bible, there were many 
instances where Jesus spoke in parables or 
relatable messages that people could easily 
understand.

As a Catholic school, our teachers strive 
to imitate Jesus’ teachings in everything 
that they do. Their call to service is 
fueled by the burning passion to convey 
knowledge to their students.

Personally, I  have had many teachers 
throughout my Catholic school experience 
who are strongly rooted in their faith. The 
most inÀXential teaFher for me has been 
Mrs. Kristi Garrard.

0rs. *arrard first taXght me in fifth 

 In terms of our 
religious and spiritual 
history, Jesus is the most 
inÀuential teacher of all 
time.”

“


