
Team members made 
their slow walk to the 
right field fence of the 
home-standing Hornets. 
In the matted grass of 
the outfield, with Loyd 
Star fans cheering and 
piling on the field, Bruin 
players cried. 

“I’m proud of you 
guys. I think you left it 
all on the field,” Coach Gerard McCall 
said, himself fighting back tears. “Hold 
your head high.” 

It was the top of the seventh inning,  
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OH SO CLOSE
Bruins mount impressive comeback in Game 3 of South State, 
but lose emotional heartbreaker and championship by 1 run

Story by Charlie Lott, photo by Leah Murphy
Up to this point, the St. Joe Bruins had a 

commanding performance in the state baseball 
playoffs. After a 21-4 regular season record, the 
Bruins ripped through playoff games against North 
Forest, Enterprise and Taylorsville – running their 
overall season record to 27-4.

The Bruins entered the South State Championship 
series facing Loyd Star, a team that lost one game all 
season. fter losing the first game in the est-of-three 
series, the Bruins won the second – setting up a do-or-
die third game on the road at the ornets  home field.

Despite a slow start, the Bruins found themselves 

BROOKHAVEN –Standing 60 feet and 6 
inches away from the raggedy dirt mound, 
junior Trey Frierson was about to answer 
the prayers of many Bruin players and fans.

It was two outs at the top of the seventh inning. 
The Bruins, down 8-6, were at bat. The bases were 
loaded. Frierson faced a full count. All he needed 
was a single to tie the game and keep the Bruins’ 
hopes alive.

“Last year, I was in the same position at Loyd Star,” 
Frierson said. “There was a runner on second base. 
And I had to get on base or drive in the runner to keep 
our season alive. And I struck out to end the game.” See BRUIN BASEBALL Page 9

Bruins look to future after graduating 10 seniors
It doesn’t seem right. It shouldn’t 

have happened that way. 
Someone must have paid off 
whomever controls fate. 

Tears streamed down the faces of 
every person on the Bruin baseball 
team. Parents and coaches cried 
alongside the players. 

A season that started with so much 
promise suddenly came to an abrupt 
end in the late afternoon of Saturday, 
May 13, when the St. Joe Bruins fell 
to the Loyd Star Hornets by 1 run 
in the last game of the South State 
championship series.

the Bruins down 3-8, when St. Joe 
staged an unbelievable comeback. 
Spurred by junior Trey Frierson’s triple, 
the Bruins scored 6 runs to take the 
lead entering the bottom of the 7th.

Three outs stood between the Bruins 
and playing in the state championship 
series at Trustmark Park the following 
week. All the Bruins had to do was 
get three outs and they would have a 
chance at a state title.

But the Bruins were unable to keep 
the Hornets off the board. The Hornets 
tied the game. And with the bases 
loaded, the Hornets drew the game-

winning walk. 
“After the season had ended, it was a 

hard feeling knowing that high school 
baseball was over for me,” said senior 
catcher Cole Welch, who finished the 
last game of his career behind the plate 
with a broken foot. 

“It was more than just the four years 
playing with most of the seniors,” 
he said. “Most of the seniors played 
together from the fourth grade. We 
had become like family, and we always 
had each other’s back.” 

And that raises an important point: 
The Bruins graduated 10 seniors – 

including Welch – who contributed an 
awful lot to the team’s success this year. 
The starting lineup usually contained 
eight seniors. Next year, the Bruins 
will have to rely on young players to 
perform at a high level and in high-
intensity playoff games. 

Rising senior Trey Frierson will be 
the only returning starter for the team. 
Frierson batted leadoff for the team 
and played short stop. 

Collin Ledbetter, another rising 
senior, played sparingly as a courtesy 
runner for the team. 

JOE
PEARSON

sports editor



As the end of the school year has ar-
rived, spring football offered a chance 
to get a sneak peek of the upcoming 
Bruin football team.

The football team, coming off a suc-
cessful 9-4 season, looks to rebuild af-
ter losing many key players. These key 
players include 13 seniors who gradu-
ated this week.

Senior Holt Stockett who played 
linebacker and tight end for the Bru-
ins last season, said that spring train-
ing is important because “it’s a great 
time to work on fundamentals of the 
game and do things that you really 
don’t have time to do during the regu-
lar season.”

Spring training and the spring games 
set the tone for the regular season. It 
builds a solid foundation, gets the play-
ers ready for the season and makes the 
team more disciplined as the season 
goes on. 

Spring training started Monday, 
April 24, and continued up until the 
start of exams. The practices lead into 
summer workouts so the team can hit 
the ground running in August.

Spring training is a vital part of foot-
ball. It helps players get back in shape 
as they prepare for the season.

This is also a time to look for chang-
es within the team as well.

Coach Todd Lott said he has “looked 
forward to spring training and hopes to 
find a couple of ey players who will 
step up after the loss of the seniors and 
become the leaders of the team.”

A change that has already been im-
plemented by Coach Lott is allowing 
football players to work out and lift 
weights all year round instead of just 
during the summer. This already has 
the pushed the team a step ahead from 
last year.

Also a key change to the Bruin foot-
ball team is the loss of Coach Johnny 
Nichols who took over as head coach 
at St. Andrew’s. Coach Nichols was the 
offensive coordinator for the Bruins.

“I am extremely grateful for the 
opportunity Coach Lott gave me last 
summer to coach these great group 
of young men,” Coach Nichols said. 
“And even though we are going to be 
on opposite sides, I am looking for-
ward to seeing this program do great 
things.”

Other changes include the addition 
of local private schools to the 2017 
schedule.  The new schedule adds 
home games against Canton Acad-
emy and Jackson Academy as well as 
road trips to Tri-County Academy and 
Jackson Prep. 

This schedule changes are a result of 
the Bruins losing three Catholic school 
opponents that they played last year: 
Natchez Cathedral, St. Aloysius and St. 
Joseph Greenville.

With all the new changes the team 
is more than ready to get next season 
underway. 

Sophomore running back Chandler 
Thornhill said: “I am really looking 
forward to stepping up next year and 
continuing to get better as a team.”

The Saint Joseph football team will 
be hard at work this summer preparing 
for the season-opener on Aug. 18 when 
the Bruins hosts the Newton Tigers at 7 
p.m. at Bill Raphael Field.
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Photo by Leah Murphy/The Bear Facts 
Bruin baseball players line up for national anthem at D.M. Howie Field.

in position to take the lead after 
an improbable top-of-the-seventh 
comeback.

Loyd Star threw the pitch. 
Frierson hit it, sending the ball in 
the gap between the third baseman 
and shortstop. When the left fielder 
misplayed the ball, Frierson turned a 
single into a triple  sliding head-first 

into third and driving in the go-ahead 
run.

Bruin fans exploded in the stands 
and along the first- ase fence line as 
St. Joe took a 1-run lead. When the 
next atter ew out  it was oyd tar s 
turn at the plate.

At this point, the Bruins needed 
a quick three outs to win the game, 
the South State championship and 
a shot at the state championship the 
following week.

This next inning was a defining 
moment for the Bruins’ extraordinary 
season. For such an immense moment, 
it’s hard to believe that it all came 
down to one pitch. 

Senior pitcher Michael Buck took 
the mound and snagged the first out  
a ground out to Stephen Wolf at third 
base.

Next up, Loyd Star hit a ball to left 
field. When the all ounced off  ic  
Louvier’s glove, it turned a single into 
a triple – placing the tying run at third.

Now it was time for the Hornet Fans 
to celebrate in the stands and along the 
fence line. 

When Loyd Star tied the game 

Rising junior Eli Carter started a few 
games immediately following Welch’s 
late-season injury. Josh Bailey, another 
rising junior, made several postseason 
appearances as a relief pitcher. Stephen 
Wolf, also a rising junior, was a fairly 
regular designated hitter for the Bruins 
late in the season.

Frierson, Ledbetter, Carter, Bailey 
and Wolf form the core leadership of 
next year’s team. The future rides on 
the shoulders of these and other young 
players who will see plenty of action 
on the diamond next season. 

“I’m excited about next year,” said 
rising junior Brady Johnson, who sat 
out his sophomore year because he 

Senior Stedman Strickland returns a serve during a tennis match against Germantown at the Ridgeland Tennis Center. Strickland has won six straight state titles 
and two golden tournaments, a feat never accomplished by any athlete in the MHSAA.

Strickland takes sixth state title

Track season comes to a close after great year

“I was thoroughly impressed,” said Coach Max 
Holman when asked to describe the progression and 
accomplishments of the Bruin track team this season, 
“ lmost everyone showed significant improvement 
as the season progressed. I have high hopes for next 
season.”

This year the Bruin track team comprised of 30 
-plus members was competitive and performed well 
all season long. There were many young seventh- and 
eighth-grade runners who gained valuable experience 
that will help them in seasons to come; freshmen 
ready to assume a bigger leadership role on the team 
because of their outstanding ability; sophomores and 
juniors who contributed greatly to team success; and 
five seniors who finished out their last season of high 
school track strong.

This season the team practiced hard. Improvement 
was the No. 1 one goal, and everyone from sprinters 
to discus throwers improved from the beginning of 
the season to the end. 

Team members who were unsure of their abili-

By JACK CLEMENTS
The Bear Facts

ties gained more confidence throughout the season. 
nd those who were confident gained more as well 

through hard work at practice.
The team performed well at regular season meets, 

with the vast majority of players scoring points and 
some even placing in the top five. 

Individual runners and field events did well at all 
the meets. Bruin relay teams also had impressive 
showings at regular season meets.

This year, the Bruins took seven team members to 
State Meet, and all them represented the school well 
and set new personal bests. 

         Almost everyone showed
         i ni cant i ro e ent 
a  the ea on ro re e  
 ha e hi h ho e  for ne t 
ea on

  a  ol an
ruin  trac  coach

“

Senior Stedman 
Strickland 
accomplished an 
unbelievable feat 

at this year’s state tennis 
tournament: He won 
his sixth straight state 
championship. 

Among those six titles, 
Strickland had two golden 
tournaments, winning an 
entire tournament without 
losing a single match.

Strickland is a four-star recruit and 
has verbally committed to Delta State 
University to play tennis. He signed 
with the Fighting Okra on April 12. 

Strickland has been playing tennis 
since he was 3.

“It’s my last year to play high school 
tennis,” he said, “so I want to make the 
best of it and do my best for the team.” 

Strickland indeed did this by not 
losing a match this year and winning 
the individual state singles title 

without dropping a game – other 
wise known as a golden tournament. 
Strickland had done this once before 
in his 10th grade season when 1A and 
2A tennis wasn’t combined. He also 
likes being the team leader because he 
always looked up to the seniors when 
he was an underclassman.

 Under the direction of Coach 
Melissa Hall, the Bruin varsity tennis 
team is made up of six boy and six girl 
players who play singles, doubles, and 
mixed doubles. 

Coach Hall is in her second year 
as head tennis coach and has put a lot 
of thought and time into her practice 
methods and coaching approach. 

The 2A Bruin team had a tough 
schedule.  The varsity team this 
year was made up of a strong mix 
of seniors, juniors, sophomores and 
freshman. The Bruins were led by six-
time state champion, Strickland.

The Bruins kicked off the year 
with a pre-season tournament at the 
Country Club of Jackson. Going 
forward, the Bruins had regular season  
matches against such powerhouses 
as Germantown, Madison Central, 
Northwest Rankin, and Warren Central 
high schools.

After getting through these tough 

Story by Nicholas Zouboukos,
photo by Jason Price

matches, the Bruins went on a 3-0 
winning streak in the regular season. 
Highlighting this run with a huge 4-3 
win over St. Andrew’s, the 1st time the 
Bruins accomplished that in more than 
six years. 

The tennis team ended regular 
season play with a 7-0 sweep in their 
only district match against Leland. 
This match put the Bruins at 4-3 on the 
regular season.

Going into the playoffs, the team 
took on French Camp where the 
Bruins fought hard and came out with 
a 5-2 win to advance to the second 
round of playoffs. 

The second round was a tough road 
match where the Bruins took on East 
Webster, a post-season rival of the 
tennis team for many years. 

The Bruins started fast with a 6-1, 
6-0 win in doubles one with Holt 
Stockett and Strickland and a 6-3, 6-2 
win in mixed doubles with Michael 
Corkern and Mary Scott Wolf. 

After these matches, the rest of 
the Bruin tennis team locked in and 
grinded with East Webster, but could 
pull through another match. 

This brought the team’s post season 
hope to an end for team play and 
ended their season 5-4 overall.

The next thing on the team’s mind 
was the individual state championships 
played in Oxford. Here, the Bruins 
had a good showing. Both the mixed 
doubles team of Corkern and Wolf and 
boy’s doubles team of Jack LeDoux 
and Nicholas Brilley made the second 
round. 

The second seeded boys doubles 
team of Nick Zouboukos and Stockett 
had a  long three-set match in the 
semifinals against third-seeded Tupelo 
Christian Preparatory School’s doubles 
team.

The Bruins couldn’t get things 
working in the third set however and 
ended up loosing a tight match. 

The highlight of the season was 
Strickland’s golden tournament in the 
state tournament where he was able 
to cruise though all of his matches, 
especially his quick last match while 
being watched by the Bruin tennis 
team, family, and his next year coach 
at Delta State.

The seniors will be deeply missed 
next year, but the Bruins are looking to 
have another strong successful season 
in 2018.

at 9, Buck found himself in an 
impossible jam: The bases were 
loaded with one out and the winning 
run on third.

With the pressure building, in 
stepped oyd tar s senior first 
basemen Bradyn Brister. With a full 
count, Buck’s 80 mph pitch sailed high 
and to the right.

Ball four. The winning run walked 
into home plate.

The Bruins fell silent and slowly 
wal ed toward the right field corner 
in Loyd Star’s Smith Field – the same 
spot where Bruin players and coaches 
met in last year’s South State loss to 
the Hornets. Teammates and coaches 
wept.

“You can always learn something 
from failure. No matter what you do 
in life, failure can always teach you.” 
Coach McCall said. 

Despite the loss, the Bruins showed 
great character in their comeback in 
the last inning.

This loss won’t stop McCall along 
with the rest of his team. He vows the 
Bruins will be back next year, and out 
for blood. 

transferred from Rosa Scott.  
“We all have to step up and work 

hard for next year so that we can be 
ready to compete for another state 
championship. And I think we can.”

With a month of summer baseball 
set for June – a time for young players 
to gain valuable game experience 
–  the Bruins are ready to prepare for 
next year and put the heartbreak loss 
at Loyd Star quickly behind them.

McCall, himself caught up in the 
high emotion of the moment following 
Loyd Star’s win, was already prepared 
to put 2017 behind him.

“Next season starts today,” McCall 
told his players.

Spring 
football 
prepares
players
for fall

By KILAND HARRISON
The Bear Facts

Senior Winfred Ross was a state champion in the 
high jump with a personal best of 6-feet, 6-inches. 
William Turner, a freshman, placed fourth in the 
3200 meter, with a new personal best of 10:05.79. 

Seniors JoJo Grey-Lewis and Kelsi Bouldin each 
placed fifth in the  meters. They each set a new 
personal record. 

The men’s 4-by-400 meter relay team, comprised 
of senior Francis Ho, sophomore Max Harmon, 

rey- ewis  and unior Terrence Myles  finished 
fourth with a new school record time of 3:36.64. The 
men s team finished th out of  and the women s 
team finished th out of .

The team will lose five seniors at the end of this 
season, meaning the upcoming juniors, sophomores 
and freshmen will have to rise to the occasion.

Next year, Coach David Wissel says he expects 
even more improvement  etter finishes in regular 
season meets  a larger team at state  and a etter fin-
ish at state.

He believes that if the team continues to practice 
hard all of these things will be possible. You can look 
forward to another great season by the Bruins next 
year, just like this year.

PEARSON COLUMN, from page 10
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Find us on YouTube.
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