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‘Not just for boys’- Freshman
Kara Wager has been playing
football since second grade
and now kicks for the fresh-
man team.

Wager defies stereotype,
kicks for freshman team

Chloe Russell

Sports Editor

While watching a freshman foot-
ball game, one might spot a pony-
tail; this is not just some player.
This is freshman Kara Wager. Wa-
ger is the kicker and wingback of
the ninth grade team and is the
first girl football player in George
County High School’s history.

Head football coach Matt
Caldwell describes Wager as a foot-
ball player through and through.

like that,” Wager said.

While other team’s players might
react badly, her teammates always
welcome her with open arms. De-
spite having to have own locker
room she does not ever feel ex-
cluded.

“My brothers always make sure
Im included,” Wager said.

Parents might wonder what par-
ents would allow their daughter to
play such a high contact sport. Wa-
ger is the daughter of Jennifer and
Randy Wager. The parents loved to
support their daughter for using

“She blocks the gifts God has
like  everyone, “ . given her.
she gets tackled She blocks like Many people
like everyone,” everyone, she getS believe Wager is
Caldwell  says. on the team not

“She is just like
everyone out on
that field despite
her gender.”
Caldwell might
see her as the
same as the other

football  play-

tackled like everyone.
She is just like every-
one out on that field
despite her gender.”
- Football Coach
Matt Caldwell

for her skills but
for getting atten-
tion. Wager has
been working on
her football skills
since she was in
pee wee football.
Wager began

ers but that is
not the case for everyone. Wager has
been picked out specifically by other
team’s players in many cases. Many
are shocked and even dumbfounded
when they figure out Wager is a girl.
“Most of the them are like ‘woah,
that’s a girl’ and other expressions

playing football
in the second grade and loved the
sport and all it offers. She started
by playing football at recess with
the boys and then it developed into
something more.
“She is a good attribute to the
football program,” Caldwell said.
Wager is an amazing addition to
the team due to her constant effort

ELL student
places fourth
at national
competition

Haleq Bem]
Features Editor

“T've been in the public school for two
years, 'm an English Language Learner
and this is what I have seen since I've
arrived,” junior Sara Rangel said.

This is the introduction to Ran-
gel’s speech given in Phoenix, Ari-
zona for the Educator’s Rising Na-
tional competition.

Rangel placed a monumental
fourth place in the nation of Edu-
cator’s Rising for Prepared Speech.
With 21 opponents, Rangel repre-
sented the CTE, Teacher Academy
program by outshining 17 other
students competing.

“I was very proud of myself. I start-
ed crying because I couldn believe
what was happening,” Rangel said.

“The problem that we're having now
in this nation is that while the diver-
sity of students is increasing, teachers
in the United States are still primarily
white, American middle-class work-
ers,” said Rangel in her speech.

Rangel’s speech was unveil-
ing the issue of diversity among
teachers and students of different
cultures and ethnicities in the
nation. Her speech was given in
support of providing ideas about

the
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‘Let your voice be heard’-
Junior Sara Rangel gives a
speech that placed nationally.

“From the beginning I was re-

ally impressed with her speak-
ing voice and her presence,” said
Demko.

Heaps of hard work and prepara-
tion went into making the com-
petition for regional, state and
national a great success for the
teacher academy class.

Demko and Spanish teacher
Monica Ainsworth worked with
Rangel, helping her with research
and the basic writing of her speech.
Rangel and her classmates also
spent countless hours at the library
practicing and preparing for the
national competition.

“She blew the judges away with
her speech,” Demko said. “They
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