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Staff Editorials

All opinion pieces are the views of the author(s), and the author(s) only, with the exception of staff editorials, which 
are unsigned and reflect the consensus view of the students in the Sentry classes. Staff editorials are the only columns 
in the paper that express the unified view of the Sentry staff.  This staff editorial process is comprised of two main 
steps.  First, the staff talks amongst themselves about a topic and organizes a position on the issue on which all class 
members can agree. The editorial is then written and run past the staff members for approval.

 It’s the most stressful time 
of the year. December is ap-
proaching which can only mean 
one thing: exams. As a staff, we 
have some suggestions about 
how to make the exam process 
a little less stressful. 
 On the week of exams, stu-
dents are in full on study mode. 
During a regular school week, 
most students don’t get the re-
quired amount of sleep due to 
homework overload and other 
school activities. So one can 
only imagine that the amount 
of work intensifies during the 
week of exams as students try 
and remember everything they 
have learned from the semes-
ter. Instead of starting school 
at eight, having a nine-o-clock 
start would allow students to 

sleep in and be fully rested. 
If they would like to wake up 
early the day of the exam and 
review everything, it could be 
done without feeling rushed. 
 The first exam would take 
place from nine to eleven. Af-
ter this, we propose having a 
shorter break in between ex-
ams. A two hour break would 
be sufficient time for students 
to re-group, eat lunch, and be 
prepared to take the second 
exam. Having a shorter break 
might also encourage students 
to study beforehand and not try 
and cram in between exams. 
 Taking an elective exam 
the week before all other aca-
demic exams would take a large 
amount of stress off a student’s 
plate. This would allow for 

more time to focus on core sub-
jects during the week of exams. 
 Overall, this exam sched-
ule idea had many benefits. A 
day of testing would be over 
earlier in the afternoon, allow-
ing students more time to study 
and rest for the next day’s ex-
ams. Having an exam from 
nine to eleven, breaking from 
eleven to one, and having a 
second exam from one to three 
is something that we as a staff 
would like to be considered by 
the school.

Sentry II (Sixth Period)

Exam stress inspires pushes for new and improved schedule

Proposal #1
First Exam

9:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M.

Lunch Break 
11:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 

Second Exam
12:00 P.M. - 2:00 P.M.

Pro: Students get done 
with exams sooner

Con: Shorter break could 
hurt students allowed lon-
ger than two hours to test 

Proposal #2
First Exam

9:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M.

Lunch Break 
11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 

Second Exam
1:00 P.M. - 3:00 P.M. 

Pro: There is a longer 
break, allowing more rest 
time in between exams

Con: Students get done lat-
er in the day

Sentry’s New Exam Schedule

Excessive forums leave students feeling tired and thinking of a new system 

 Forums. They range from 
informative meetings about 
a variety of topics to speakers 
that come to talk to us during 
our break period. There seems 
to be a forum every week, 
whether it be just for seniors, 
junior high students, or the 
whole school. Many of the fo-
rums are mandatory. For this 
reason, students argue that 
forums take away from time 
that they spend getting help or 
doing homework and that some 
of the forums do not interest or 
apply to them. Our staff debat-
ed the topic and came up with 
suggestions as to how the situ-
ation can be improved.
 As students, we want 
more relevant forums. Instead 
of excessive forums about hard-
core drugs, why not have more 
forums about DUIs or MIPs? 

Drinking is much more common 
at Prep than drugs, so a forum 
that would inform us on the 
consequences of a DUI would 
be very beneficial to us. There 
are many sad stories about 
how children our age did not 
understand the consequences 
of getting a DUI and its nega-
tive effects on them. Forums 
that focus more on topics such 
as these could prevent more of 
those stories from occuring. 
 Another suggestion we 
have to improve forums is to 
have them take place at a dif-
ferent time during the school 
day. Many students spend their 
activity and homeroom period 
getting help from teachers or 
getting ahead on their home-
work for the night. When we 
have forums, there is no time for 
students to go get their needed 

help. Cutting down the time of 
forums to where they fit in just 
activity period or homeroom 
rather than both would make 
them more tolerable. Some in-
formative forums take all of 
our time away from us when, in 
reality, they could have gotten 
to the point and finished with-
in 15 minutes. Students need 
to utilize as much free time as 
possible, and having shorter fo-
rums can help us do that.
 We have come to the 
agreement that the number 
of forums is excessive. Every 
year, we have 2 to 3 forums 
about drugs. If we could cut 
back to one forum about drugs 
every year, it would make more 
sense. Although these types of 
forums can be beneficial to us, 
hearing the same argument 
several times a year about how 

drugs are bad can begin to feel 
monotonous.
 Many students would 
like to have more input on the 
types of forums we have. An 
end of the year survey could 
help collect ideas straight from 
students about what forums we 
would like to have. Numerous 
students have good ideas as to 

what forums they would like to 
have, and an end of the year 
survey would be a good way for 
them to give their input. 
 Another way to make 
them more interesting would 
be to give students the decision 
to go or not. For forums such 
as Women in Science, the sub-
ject does not interest everyone. 
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