
Things looked 
bleak for 
the St. Joe 
baseball team.

The Bruins, facing a 
hostile crowd at Loyd 
Star Attendance Center, 
were down 8-6 with 
two outs at the top of 
the final inning of the 
final game of the South 
State championship.

Junior Trey Frierson was at bat, 
facing a three-ball, two-strike count 
and one more pitch that could throw 
the game to Loyd Star. 

Hundreds of St. Joe fans traveled 
to Brookhaven that Saturday, May 
13, for the winner-take-all matchup 
against Loyd Star. The Bruins lost 
Game 1 on the road days earlier, but 
won Game 2 at home – setting up this 
pivotal contest.

I leaned on the rail of the shabby 
dugout, the warm late-spring wind 
whipping across my face while the 
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sun beat down on the field. I chewed 
nervously on a dwindling supply of 
sunflower seeds.

Mud and grass stained Trey’s 
blue-and-white, pin-striped baseball 
jersey as he stepped in the batter’s 
box, calmly eyed the pitcher and 
waited for the most important throw 
of the game and the 2017 baseball 
season.

 
n n n

 
Jimmy Frierson III, or “Trey” 

as everyone calls him, was born in 
Canton on June 7, 1999. Trey had 
always been an exceptional athlete, 
dominating Canton youth sports in 
football, basketball and baseball.

But seven years ago, Trey faced 
something much bigger than the 
pressures of any athletic event. Trey 
lost his mother, Monique, who passed 
away in November 2010 after years 
of fighting breast cancer.

Trey was in the sixth grade. 

Trey Frierson shaped by life-changing challenges

The boys and girls teams were 
victorious on Senior Night Jan. 
25 against McLaurin. 

The boys currently have a 
record of 16-4 overall, 4-2 in 
district play. The girls are 8-7-1 
overall and 2-1 in district play. 

With the playoffs approaching, 
both teams are hopeful they can 
make deep postseason runs, 
if not taking home the State 
Championship. 

SOCCER CELEBRATES 
SENIOR NIGHT

Can’t make the home 
basketball games? Follow the 
action from the Bruins’ Den on 
our student-run sports radio 
broadcast and streaming video 
webcast.

Jack Clements and Charlie Lott 
provide analysis; Joe Pearson 
and Andrew Sanli call the plays.
n Radio:  WJXC Jackson, 

Mississippi Catholic Radio, 107.9
n Streaming video:  BruinTV, 

www.stjoebruins.live

UPCOMING GAMES

n FEB. 6: Bruins-Pelahatchie
n FEB. 9: Bruins-Puckett

BRUIN BASKETBALL 
ON THE AIR 

sports line

SOFTBALL READY TO 
START SEASON

The softball team is ready for 
the 2018 season, and already 
has been preparing for games.

The Bruins will be led by 
first-year head coach Meggan 
Windham, who has high 
expectations for her team.

“That’s my drive, you know, to 
make my mom happy, my grandma 
and my dad happy,” he said recently.

Of the many special memories he 
has, Christmas 2009 stands out the 
most – the last one he spent with his 
mom. Trey will never forget sharing 
the day with his parents and siblings.

“The passing of my mom is the 
most important things of my life,” 

See SOCCER Page 7

Bruin soccer teams eye postseason 
By ANDREW SANLI

The Bear Facts

With the 2017-2018 soccer season 
winding down, the boys team has 
looked as impressive as ever.

With a 14-4 record, the boys 
resemble great Bruin teams from the 
early 2000s – the same teams that won 
four consecutive state championships.

Currently, the Bruins are ranked 
15th in the state and have had 
some impressive wins against 6A 

competition.
The team shutout 

George County 1-0 
and beat Pearl 2-1. 
The Bruins have had 
a few tough losses this 
year. Two came at the 
hands of arch-rival St. 
Andrew’s, who won a 
tough game at home in 
early December. 

Most recently, the Saints won a 

controversial rematch.
Two of 6A’s top 

competitors, Clinton 
and Northwest Rankin 
were, too much for the 
Bruins.

 Senior leadership 
has been huge this year. 
While underclassmen 
have contributed, the 
seniors are the heart 

and soul of the team. Seniors Reed 

Collins, Grant Murphy, Jack LeDoux 
and B.J. Dorsey have served as the 
core of the team. 

Collins is the leading scorer with 24 
goals; Grant Murphy is the goalie.

“The seniors have been true leaders 
this season, and we’ve gotten really 
close this year. They’ve been great 
on and off the field,” said sophomore 
Reed Fry.

Kings of the court

After one month into the second 
semester, the Bruin boys basketball 
team remains undefeated in district 
play heading into February.

In recent weeks, the boys have heated 
up in magnificent fashion, dominating any 
competition in their way.

Behind the brilliant play of point guard Gabe 
Watson, who is among the leading scorers in the 
state, the Bruins have out-scored their district 
opponents 435-263.

They also have received excellent play from 
junior Douglas Watson, a shooting guard. In 
addition, senior center Cameron Watson has 
provided a strong post presence – protecting the 
rim for the Bruins.

Under Coach Mike Howell, the boys basketball team is on a roll 
heading into postseason play – and there’s no sign they are slowing down

ABOVE: Nic Bolden scores a lay-up in St. Joseph’s 68-66 overtime victory 
against Jackson Academy in the “Rumble in the South” tournament. 

MAIN PHOTO:  Gabe Watson pulls up for a deep 3-point shot in St. 
Joseph’s overtime victory against Jackson Academy in the “Rumble in the 
South” tournament on Jan. 15. 

Photos by Olivia Patterson/The Bear Facts

See BASKETBALL, Page 7
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Sports analysis by  Joe Pearson

Trey said, fidgeting with a pink 
bracelet on his wrist.

His mother once wore the bracelet; 
now he wears it as reminder of her.

“It (his mom’s death) changed me 
. . . but it definitely made me stronger 
as a person,” Trey said. “It made me 
and my friends closer.”

 
Great friends

 
One such friend is fellow senior 

Grant Murphy. The two are so close, 
in fact, that Trey even sent Grant’s 
mom, Danielle, a Mother’s Day card 
one year. 

“He has overcome some 
tremendous obstacles in his life, and 
those have helped him make it to 
where he is today,” Grant said. “Trey 
is one of the few athletes you find 
that will stop at nothing to excel, no 
matter what happens.”

Trey has undoubtedly made 
his mom – and his dad and his 
grandmother – happy.

He led the Bruin baseball team in 
hits last year while playing shortstop. 
As the Bruin’s star wide receiver 
last fall, Trey had 44 receptions for 
almost 900 years and 10 touchdowns. 

This year, for the first time since 
middle school, Trey decided to play 
basketball. He simply wanted to 
make his senior year as memorable as 
possible.

But if you ask Trey anything about 
his high school career at St. Joe, his 
answer is always the same: “My 
biggest accomplishment is being an 
all ‘A’ student.” 

 
Intangible qualities

 
Trey has the “it factor” – that 

intangible, indescribable quality that 
makes him stand out from the rest. 
Maybe it’s because of what he has 
gone through personally. Or maybe 
it’s because he’s from Canton.

The small Madison County city 

          He has overcome 
some tremendous 
obstacles in his life, 
and those have helped 
him make it to where 
he is today.” 

– Grant Murphy,
St. Joe senior

“
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Grant Murphy, a senior goalie, said the “senior 
boys and myself try to set a good example for the 
younger kids and almost act like older brothers 
to them. We also try to coach them and help them 
with their skills.”

Longtime Coach Dwayne Denim leads 
the team. St. Joe’s most recent soccer state 
championship came under him in 2015 with the 
girls’ team.

Denim is a knowledgeable coach  who knows 
what to do when put in tough situation.

The boys open playoffs Feb. 6 against 
Strayhorn. The team hopes to eventually meet 
St. Andrews for the North State championship.

“We’re feeling good and playing with 
confidence right now and everyone believes we 

can win state,” Reed Collins said.
The Bruins would have to make it through the 

first and second rounds to reach to North State. 
A win there would put the Bruins in the state 
championship in Clinton. 

On the other hand, the Lady Bruins are 7-7-1 
heading into the playoffs where they will square-
off against Strayhorn. 

The girls team is led by seniors like Allie 
Milner and Emma Dotson. Underclassmen with 
experience include Bailey Miller, Riley Wolf and 
Leah Murphy; they also have also contributed a 
great deal to the team this season.

Soccer has produced another great year this 
year. It’s not over yet for both teams as they soon 
travel the road to state.

SOCCER, from page 8

The dynamic Watson triple combo has 
propelled the Bruins into a hot streak that’s left 
opponents wondering what happened. They 
share the same last name – but are not related.

“We lost some games early to some good 
teams,” Cameron Watson said, “but so far 
we’ve been improving every day. So, we’ve 
been able to win some big games.” 

Part of the success of the team is no doubt 
due to the excellent players. The team has 
received excellent contributions from numerous 
players; a lot of the credit for the success is 
thanks to first-year Coach Mike Howell. 

“Playing these 5A and 6A schools that are 
good . . . we’ll be prepared,” Coach Howell 
said. “A lot of teams will schedule weak in the 
beginning of the season, so they’ll be shell-
shocked whenever they play against a really 
athletic team. I wanted our guys to be prepared 
for the playoffs.”

The playoffs are right around the corner. 
And for the Bruins, the hot spell could not have 
come at a better time. Now is when teams gear 
up for the rigorous competition they’ll face in 
the postseason. 

In the postseason, experience and staying 
cool under pressure come into play in a huge 
way. It’s then that seniors like Cam and Gabe 
Watson, Trey Frierson, and Hayden Bryce will 

have to lead the otherwise extremely young 
team. 

As for now, the Bruins still have a couple of 
key district games that could determine seeding 
for the postseason. The Bruins play Pelahatchie 
Feb. 6 and Pisgah Feb. 9.

The Bruins look to carry their moment into 
postseason play and the district tournament on 
Feb. 13, 15 and 16, which the Bruins will host.

BASKETBALL, from page 8

 We lost some games 
early to some good teams, 
but so far we’ve been 
improving every day. So, 
we’ve been able to win some 
big games.”

– Cameron Watson,
Bruin basketball player

“The St. Joe Holy Rollers bowling teams have 
wrapped up their regular seasons and played 
the district tournament Tuesday – with the girls 
taking first place, the boys taking second and 
both heading to state.

Under the direction of first-year boys coach 
Max Holman, the boys has rolled through 
opponents. Practicing two to three times a week 
for two hours at Fannin Lanes in Brandon, the 
team has learned a lot of bowling strategies and 
theory in order to improve their  performance.

The team has been led by senior bowler Nick 
Zouboukos and junior Gage Douglas. Both have 
lead the team in practice and matches with a 
season average of 132 and season high of 177 
for Zouboukos and a 112 season average for 
Douglass with a high score of 153. 

Zouboukos averaged 165 against Florence 

on Jan. 22. After beating powerhouse teams 
like Raymond and Florence early in the season, 
the team had some set backs again Cleveland 
County – one of the best teams in the state. 

When it came to district play, the boys beat 
McLaurin twice and Mississippi School of the 
Deaf once. 

The Holy Roller girls team is under the 
direction of longtime Coach Dennis Dillon. 
Under his direction, the girls team practiced 
alongside the boys at Fannin Lanes. 

The girls have practiced consistency and 
shot-making for two hour practices. Led by Ava 
Hilton, a sophomore, the teams out-scored many 
opponents.

Hilton, averaging 119 on the season, is leading 
the team with consistency and a season high 
score of 166. The senior leader of the team, Leah 
Blevins, has really encouraged each player to 
play as best they can and accepts any and every 
player. 

Holy Rollers spare no one
from staff reports

FRIERSON, from page 8
serves as the county seat and is on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The colorful 
Georgia courthouse dominates the center of 
town and the city’s historic shopping district.

“In Canton, they say if you play sports, (then 
you play) for your city and your family, and 
never forget where you came from,” Trey said.

Growing up in Canton and playing sports as a 
youth helped Trey develop a strong work ethic 
that has ultimately led to success in St. Joe’s 
academic classes and varsity sports.

“Trey’s a really smart kid, so he picks up on 
things fast,” said Mike Howell, the Bruins’ head 
basketball coach.

“He hasn’t played basketball since he was in 
the eighth grade,” Coach Howell said. “So for 
him to pick up on things so fast is a testament 

to what type of kid he is and what type of work 
ethic he has.”

While Trey has done well in basketball, 
his football and baseball action has attracted 
interest from community colleges. In fact, 
Trey plans to play baseball at Copiah-Lincoln 
Community College next year

Meanwhile, as the Bruin baseball season 
quickly approaches, Trey, his teammates and his 
coaches have high hopes for him as well as the 
Bruin team. They hope to build on the success 
from the 2017 season.

 
n n n

 
Bruin fans and players watched Trey step 

up to the plate at Loyd Star late that Saturday 
afternoon. The Bruins fought too hard to lose in 
the top of the seventh inning. They had to keep 
the dream alive.

Trey swung. In a sudden, quick blur, he 
slammed the ball to the left field fence,  
advanced to third base, drove in three runs and 
put the Bruins in front.

While the Bruins ultimately lost the game 
in the bottom of the seventh, Trey and his 
teammates gave it their all. I know. I was there.

As Trey reached third after hitting the triple, 
he stood quietly in place. He remained calm, 
hands on his hips, a smile on his face  – and his 
mom’s bracelet on his wrist.

          For him to pick up on 
things so fast is a testament 
to what type of kid he is and 
what type of work ethic he 
has.” 

– Mike Howell,
Bruins basketball coach

“
File photo/The Bear Facts

St. Joseph Catholic School baseball player Trey Frierson in the outfield during the 2017 baseball season. 
Frierson, a senior this year, is expected to play a critical role on the Bruins’ 2018 squad.

APRIL 5, 6, 7
St. Joe Fine Arts Theater

CONRAD IS 
COMING

File photo/The Bear Facts
The St. Joe girls soccer team plays on campus at Bill Raphael Field.
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