
doing his part.
“I enjoy working with the seventh 

graders,” said Tre’Jan, a junior who 
encouraged Saint Joseph seventh 
graders – some of whom had never 
swum competitively.

“My freshman year, I didn’t know 
how to swim,” he said recently. “I 
swam the 50-meter freestyle in three 
minutes, which, if you don’t know 
swimming, is really slow.”

Tre’Jan isn’t your typical swim team 
member out to break a record. He’s not 
in it for the attention. He’s not in it for 
the glory. 

While he competes as a member of 
the Bruins’ successful team and works 

Bruin Sports

See TRE’JAN ROGERS, Page B3 Tre‘Jan Rogers dives into the pool at the Jackson Yacht Club during a recent swim 
meet.

By KILAND HARRISON
The Bear Facts

Making a statement

Tre’Jan Rogers: Swimming with the Bruins for a reason

Tre’Jan Rogers 
stood in five 
feet of cold 
water as the 

pungent, chemical 
aroma of chlorine 
drifted through the 
humid air above 
the Olympic-sized 
swimming pool.

The sun wouldn’t 
rise for at least another hour, but the 
Saint Joseph swim team was already 
practicing at the Lakeland Courthouse 
– just like it does every day during 
swim season.

Tre’Jan was there, too, hard at work 

with young swimmers, Tre’Jan’s 
reason is another, more compelling 
story. He is swimming for his health. 

Tre’Jan, who at 200 pounds readily 
admits he is fighting a serious weight 
problem, has lost and kept off at least 
20 pounds since he began swimming 
in fall 2015. He wants to lose more. 

SUCCESSFUL TEAM

Tre’Jan is part of the Saint Joseph 
Catholic School swim team – one of 
the school’s more than 15 high school 
sports in which students can compete 

Bruins turn program around, 
land first playoff spot since 2014

Hundreds make football Fridays a special event
Hundreds of fans line the sidewalk cheering as the 

Saint Joseph Bruin football team walks through a gi-
ant inflatable bear and onto Bill Raphael Field.

The 56-member Bruin marching band stands 
alongside the fans while performing the school fight 
song. Bruin cheerleaders and  dance team members  
yell “Go Bruins.”

“It’s something about home games that just gets 
everyone excited,” senior quarterback Jack Garrard 
said.

It’s the same scene every football Friday night in 
the late summer and early fall on the Saint Joseph 
Catholic School campus. The school, founded in 
1870, is steeped in rich traditions dating back more 
than a hundred years.

And part of that tradition includes the vast amount 
of preparation that takes place before every home 
game. From preparing the football field to stocking 
the concession stand, there is work for just about any-

one and everyone.
Todd Lott, Saint Joseph’s athletic director and head 

football coach, and his staff must make sure the foot-
ball field grass is cut, neat and trimmed. He also has 
to paint the field before each game, putting yard lines 
and goal lines in the proper place,

Lott and his crew have had an especially tricky 
time this year dealing with the Canadian geese that 
live or visit the school’s pond next to the football 
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Bruins 
ace
great 
season

The Bruin volleyball 
team exceeded expec-
tations this year by a 
landslide – finishing 
third in the state.

The team started  
strong, defeating Ger-
mantown, Ridgeland 
and Saint Andrew’s.
The team quickly 
gained the attention of 
not only the Saint Jo-
seph community but 
also many residents of 
Madison. 

“We planned on hav-
ing a great season from 
the start,” said junior 
middle hitter Katie Jo-
seph. “I never dreamed 
that we would become as close as we 
did.” 

Joseph has been on the varsity team 
since her freshman year. 

“Starting the year with a new coach 
was exciting, but nerve-racking,” Jo-
seph said.

Cross 
country 
eyes state 
meet

The Saint Joseph Bruin cross country 
team is preparing for the state meet on 
Monday, Nov. 7, at Choctaw Trails in 
Clinton.

Bruin runners turned out a successful 
district meet on Tuesday Oct. 18. For 
the boys, senior Matthew Hendley led,  
placing second overall; freshman Wil-
liam Turner placed sixth. 

As for the girls, they 
were led by senior 
Caroline Doherty, who 
placed fourth over-
all. Close behind  was 
freshman Anna Pear-
son, who placed 10th 
overall. 

As a team, the boys 
finished second overall, 
and the girls finished 
third overall. 

The strong showing added to the 
already impressive resume the Bruins  
compiled throughout the year. Pearson, 
a freshman runner and first-year cross 
country team member, was pleased by 
the results.

“As a first year-runner, it’s been very 
exciting to have so much success,” 
Pearson said. “I’m very grateful to our 
coaches for putting us in a position to 
succeed.”

Now, runners are focused on the 
state meet. Everything they have done 
so far has been in preparation for this.

See VOLLEYBALL Page B5

See CROSS COUNTRY Page B3
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See GAME DAY Page B3
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Sports analysis
by Charlie Lott

The Saint Joseph Bruin football team 
will head to East Central Mississippi 
on Friday night to take on the Newton 
High School Tigers in a first-round 

playoff game.
The 8-3 Bruins will appear in their first playoff 

game in two years, a remarkable turnaround for a 
team that won three games last year and four the 
year before.

“Ever since the spring when Coach Lott came 
into the role of head coach, we’ve all felt like 
this team was going to be great this year,” said 
senior defensive back John Turner.

“Our attitude was totally different heading into 
this season and so was our knowledge about the 
game of football.”

See FOOTBALL, Page B3
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ABOVE: Junior wide receiver Hayden Brice, right, talks with Coach 
Johnny Nichols during the Saint Joseph-Natchez Cathedral football game 

earlier this year. Photo by Leah Murphy/The Bear Facts

TOP PHOTO: Senior running back Nick Louvier scores a touchdown 
during the Saint Joseph-Saint Aloysius football game earlier this year. 

Louvier moved from receiver to running back for the 2016 football season. 
Photo by Catherine Cook/The Bear Facts

File photo/The Bear Facts
Students enjoy the Bruin football game
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HEROES FROM THE PAST

FOOTBALL,  from Page B1
It has been different. 
The Bruins ended the 2016 

regular season play last week with 
a convincing 42-18 road win over 
the Pelahatchie Chiefs; that victory 
followed a 30-6 home win the week 
before over the Lake Hornets. 

Other impressive high-scoring 
wins this season included 44-20 over 
Natchez Cathedral on Aug. 26, 50-26 
over Saint Aloysius on Sept. 2 and 
42-14 over arch-rival Saint Andrew’s 
on Sept. 9.

QUICK TURNAROUND

How did the Bruins manage such 

a dramatic turnaround? The chief 
reason: a new coaching staff brought 
together under first-year Coach Todd 
Lott, who also serves as Saint Joseph’s 
athletic director.

Coach Lott, a high school and 
middle school football coach with 
stints at Germantown Middle School 
and Washington School in Greenville, 
installed new offensive and defensive 
schemes this year.

New assistant coaches, such as 
Johnny Nichols, completely re-tooled 
the Bruin offense and turned it into a 
major weapon. The Bruins averaged 
38 points per game in 11 regular 
season contests.

The overall team effort increased 
dramatically. Players attended early-
morning film and weight sessions. 
They also participated in after-school 
practices that were lengthened by 
about an hour and a half. 

Minutes after the conclusion of the 
Pelahatchie game last week, Coach 
Lott leveled with his team in the locker 
room.

“If I offered you an 8-and-3 season 
and a seed in the playoffs before 
the season started, would you have 
accepted the offer?” Lott asked.

“Yes, sir,” players responded.
Lott attributed the success this year 

to hard work.

HARD WORK

“I just think the hard work and 
preparation in the summer and 
throughout the season has played a 
major role as well as myself, the rest 
of the coaching staff, and the players 
focusing on improving ourselves each 
week,” Lott said.

The transition wasn’t easy. Student 
athletes were initially wary about the 
new football practice schedule and 
early-morning workouts. They weren’t 
thrilled by the added responsibilities.

“At first, I was reluctant about the 
longer practices and early morning 
workouts,’ said senior defensive back 

Chad Doiron. 
“But I now realize that this has been 

a major factor in us being a successful 
football team this year.” 

Now, football players have their 
eyes focused on Friday night’s playoff 
game. They know it won’t be easy. 
They realize it will take extra effort on 
their part.

The goal: Bring home the first 
playoff win since 2012 when the 
Bruins defeated  Enterprise at home 
following an undefeated regular season 
record of 12-0.

Win or lose, the Bruins have laid the 
foundation for an improved football 
program and a promising future.

TRE’JAN ROGERS,  from Page B1
and the only one whose members 
include seventh- through 12th-graders.

The 54-member team, which 
practices every day at 5:30 a.m. at the 
Lakeland Courthouse, has been wildly 
successful in recent years. 

One Saint Joseph swimmer last 
year, Sophia Waddingham, was so 
successful that she signed last spring 
to swim competitively for Delta State 
University in Cleveland, Miss.

Bruin swimmers, guided by 
longtime swim Coach Lauri Collins, 
spent the fall semester in major 
competitions. 

Three weeks ago, the Bruin girls 
and boys teams took first place in the 
North State Meet in Jackson. Last 
weekend in Tupelo, the girls team won 
the state championship and the boys 
team finished in fourth place.

All were impressive performances.

TOUGH ROAD

The road has definitely been a 
difficult one for Tre’Jan. He has 
struggled with his weight since he 
joined the Bruin swim team as a ninth 
grader.

By the end of his freshman season, 
he stood 20 pounds lighter and became 
a much better swimmer. He was proud 
of his success, but knew it was only a 
start.

“The best example Tre’Jan sets for 
the rest of the team is how he focuses 
on improvement, not winning,” 
Coach Collins said. “He is also a very 
important leader on our team.

“He swims in the lanes besides 
seventh graders and other 
inexperienced swimmers, teaching 
and instructing them. He plays a vital 
leadership role on the team.”

In his sophomore year, Tre’Jan 
returned to the pool and improved 
every week. But when Tre’Jan – who 
also was a member of the varsity 
football team – hyperextended his 
shoulder in football practice, he had to 
forego swimming.

“I was devastated,” Tre’Jan said. 
“After all the hard work you put in, it 
can be very disappointing when you 
have an injury like that.”

INFLUENTIAL LEADER

After being forced to watch fellow 
swimmers last year, Tre’Jan vowed to 
return for an even better year this fall. 
And with the help of Coach Collins, he 
has become an influential leader.

“Coach Lauri is like a mom and a 
cheerleader all wrapped up in one,” 
Tre’Jan said. “She’ll cheer you on 
the loudest, and she’ll tell you how to 
improve. Personally, I don’t think I 
would be the same without her.”

And that’s why Tre’Jan stood in 
chest deep water early that morning 
before the sun rose and the first bell 
rang. 

He wanted to give back to a sport 
he has grown to love – one that has 
helped him grow as a person and 
improve his health at the same time.

“I know people don’t perceive me 
as the average swimmer, but that’s OK 
with me,” he said. 

“I swim because I love it. I love 
being a part of the swim team and the 
swim family. I love the environment 
and I love the challenge; I wouldn’t 
trade it for the world.”

 The best example
   Tre’Jan sets for 
the rest of the team 
is how he focuses on 
improvement, not 
winning.”

– Lauri Collins,
swim coach

“
GAME DAY,  from Page B1
field.

Football fans, who include members 
of the Saint Joseph Booster Club and 
Saint Joseph faculty, also pitch in on 
game day. They sell tickets, man the 
concession stand, grill food for sale 
and inflate Bruiser – the giant bear that 
straddles the sidewalk near the ticket 
booth.

“As a parent, it’s important to sup-
port our children in any way we can,” 
said Malcolm Harrison, who serves on 
the executive board of the Saint Joseph 
Booster Club. 

“So, by volunteering on the chain 
crew, I help support the officials and 
get a sideline view of the game.” 

Besides the field and concessions, 
the Bruin band also spends a lot of time 
prepping for each home football game.

The band may be small compared to 
other schools, But band members say 
what they lack in size they make up for 
in talent.

Ried Smith, who plays the bass gui-
tar for the Bruin band said Mr. Ron-
nie Russell, the band director, “always 
pushes us and accepts only our best.”

CROSS COUNTRY,  from Page B1
Anticipation is mounting, but the 

Bruins are no stranger to the pressure of 
post season running. Saint Joseph cross 
country teams have a history of per-
forming very well at these meets. They 
hope this year will be no different. 

Expectations are high for the Bruins 

as they hope to end the 2016 campaign 
on a strong note.

“We’ve been practicing hard all year, 
and it’s very satisfying to see it pay off,” 
Pearson said. “But we still have work 
to do, and we have to practice hard all 
week and get properly prepared.” 

BRUINS-NEWTON FOOTBALL GAME
LISTEN LIVE FRIDAY NIGHT --  AIRTIME 6:45 PM
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