
           Opinion
October  Edition 

WARNING: Contents May Offend

“

“

“

“

The notion that ticklish conver-
sations must be scrubbed clean of 

controversy has a way of leaking out 
and spreading. Once you designate 

some spaces as safe, you imply that 
the rest are unsafe. It follows that 

they should be made safer.

You have to wonder how these kids 
are possibly going to cope with the 
real world, which won’t worry one 
bit about their fragile sensibilities, 
real or perceived traumas, and need 

to be coddled at all times. 
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     As Americans, we pride ourselves on the ability to speak our minds with the security of our First Amendment rights. However, 
as millennials, we are always forced to be extremely conscious of the words we use to express those opinions, due to our gener-
ation’s emphasis on political correctness. This consciousness has permeated the modern educational environment. The Dean of 
+¼ÁYb�¼´�8¼�¼|b�-��Çb±´�¼Ê��n�
|�O8t��±bOb�¼�Ê�±b�b8´bY�8��b¼¼b±�¼��È8±����O����t�´¼ÁYb�¼´��n�¼|b�n8O¼�¼|8¼�¼|b�´O|����Y�b´�«��¼�
condone the creation of intellectual ‘safe spaces’ where individuals can retreat from ideas and perspectives at odds with their 
own.” The Chicago letter has since sparked massive controversy across the nation, raising the question of whether or not political 
correctness in the form of safe spaces and trigger warnings are appropriate for the modern college campus. 
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regarding the subject, the institution allowed for a competing speech to be held regarding the history of rape on college campus. 
On top of that, a student was granted the opportunity to create a safe space, which was a room for students to retreat to when the 
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music, pillows, blankets and a video of frolicking puppies, as well as students and staff members trained to deal with trauma,” 
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important, discussion just because they would have to hear what the other side had to say about the topic of rape. 
     “Safe spaces, while nice in theory, when put into practice are not conducive to learning, as they prohibit open dialogue,” Senior 
Jake Johnston said. “The purpose of schooling is to challenge the mind and I feel that safe spaces do just the opposite. They allow 
the student to avoid hard issues that should be confronted, thereby enabling a student to never get out of his/her comfort zone.”
     This fear of limiting open dialogue within academic environments has been echoed by many in the SA community and beyond. 
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mately productive fashion, a lot of people in the world today steer clear of the conversations that make them uncomfortable and 
surround themselves only with the people who have similar opinions. 
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cause some discomfort, and they’re not capable of dealing with or speaking about in a rational, thoughtful way,” Director of Col-
lege Counseling Collin Dunnigan said.
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campuses. The real world is harsh. It’s brutal, and that’s something that many people are not prepared for after being encapsulat-
ed in bubbles created by schools for the entirety of their academic careers. 
     “When we create safe spaces for learning, that’s a good thing for the learning to occur in safe spaces, but at the same time it 
doesn’t necessarily give students the real world picture for what it’s going to be like after high school and after college,” Dean of 
Students Dan Roach said.  
      This “self-infantilization,” as it is described by Shulevitz, is something that keeps people in the dark as to what the real world 
is like, and this sentiment can be used to talk about the negatives of not only safe spaces but also of trigger warnings. While it’s 
important for students to be respectful of other people’s traumas, once one gets out of school, no warning will ever precede an 
offensive remark anymore. Out of the world of education, some of the worst, most offensive remarks will be simply thrown into 
the air. 
     “You’re not going to be talking to someone, and then they’ll say ‘this is about to happen,” Junior Gracie LaRue said. “You’re just 
going to have to deal with it, so if it were my decision, I wouldn’t use trigger warnings. If you want a safe space, then you’re just 
going to have to be alone. There’s no real safe space.”
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increasingly polarized, meaning that people are no longer really moderates, and that everyone is either very far to the right or very 
far to the left. The passion that millennials feel regarding controversial topics of the time often, and easily, becomes misplaced, 
leading to a total disrespect for other people’s emotions. 
     “Essential to the learning process is the ability to engage in free and open discussion and debate on a variety of topics, and I 
think that there is certainly a need for choosing our words wisely and not speaking in terms that may be callous or uncaring of the 
feelings of others,” Roach said. “Let’s say you had two sides of a political discussion. Instead of discussing the issues, they begin to 
engage in personal attacks or start talking about personalities and then the whole endeavor becomes counterproductive.”
     So, do whatever you want, but I will not be indulging myself in a false sense of reality. Please, engage in tough discussion with 
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dure. Present me with facts, not attacks, logic, not criticism, and calm discussion, not heated argument. Right now, and for the four 
years of college looming ahead of me, I will be happily engaging in conversation that makes me question what I think I know to be 
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truths that I had never heard of before. 
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In a survey sent to 
SA students about 

Safe Spaces...

20%
of respondents didn’t know what a 

safe space was.

33%
thought safe spaces negatively impact-

ed the overall learning experience

34%
would want to go to a college more if it had a 

reputation as a safe space than if it did not.

40%
don’t see a college’s reputation as a safe space 
as an important factor in the college decision


