
 Rusty 
Boshers,
St. Joe’s 
golf 
coach, is
putting 
together 
a team 

for the 2014 season. 
Contact him for more 
information.

Demmin 
joined St. Joe 
in 2004 as 
the head boys 
varsity soccer 
coach.

The very 
next year in 
2005 under 
his guidance, 
the team was 
listed as one 
of the top 10 in the nation. 

In the past, Coach Demmin 
taught keyboarding to middle 
schoolers. Currently, he coaches 
varsity soccer. 

Before coaching high 
school, Coach Demmin was a 
professional soccer player. He 
certainly has the experience, 
skill and determination to 

Better 
organiza-
tion, greater 
challenges 
and more 
responsibil-
ity are just 
a few con-
cepts St. 
Joe Athletic 
Director 
Miller Todd 
plans to stress with this staff and 
athletes. 

“We are going to do what 
we’ve always done, but I want 
to get more organized,” Coach 
Todd said. 

“I want 
every player 
to be more 
accountable; 
this helps the 
guys put the 
team first.”

Coach 
Todd was 
named athlet-
ic director and 
head football 
coach in January after longtime 
Athletic Director Flip Godfrey 
resigned. Coach Todd also over-
sees the varsity baseball team.

Coach Todd has no time to 
waste to meet his goals. 

While coaching the varsity 
baseball team and with spring 
football practice days away, 
Coach Todd must find time to 
lead the baseball team and also 
mold next year’s football squad 
into a playoff contender.

“I want to practice with a plan 
that when things come up in a 
game, it’s not a surprise,” Coach 
Todd said. 

He began a strength training 
program last month and already 
is designing the football work-
outs for the summer.   

Coach Todd plans to lighten 
his load and step down as head 
baseball coach after this year’s 
season. Coach Todd plans to in-
terview potential candidates be-
fore choosing his successor.

Coach Todd joined the St. Joe 
community in 2006 as the assis-
tant football coach-defensive co-
ordinator. In that role, he helped 
garner back-to-back Region 
6-2A division championships as 
well as four consecutive playoff 
appearances.

In 2011, Todd was awarded 

Bruin Sports
THE SCORE

The Bruins ended the 
2014 soccer season 
with a loss in the 
playoffs and a final 4-8-
1 record.

Learn 
more 
about 
Coach 
Miller 
Todd’s 
plans 
as the 

school’s new athletic 
director. Coach Todd 
also will serve as 
head football coach 
beginning next fall.

Page B3

The St. Joe Bruins girls 
bowling team ended 
the season winning 
seventh place in the 
state competition.

SOCCER 
SEASON ENDS

Q&A WITH 
COACH TODD

MORE 
INSIDE

n Questions 
and answers 
with St. Joe 
Athletic 
Director 
Miller Todd, 
B3

See BASEBALL, B3

JACK HALL
Sports Editor
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BOWLERS 
STRIKE GOLD

Hitting all the bases

The Bruin Baseball team has been hard at 
work – even in the face of an unusually 
cold late winter chill – at the start of the 
2014 high school baseball season. 

With just three weeks into the season and the 
varsity squad is ready to run for the playoffs. 

This weekend, the Bruins have two important 
away games – one Friday against Benton Academy 
and one Saturday against Morton.

Coaches Miller Todd, Derek Topik and Bill Wahlberg are hard at work 
directing the St. Joe squad. Having lost seven seniors from last year’s team, 
Coach Todd has been looking for a starting lineup that would best use their 
skills as a team. 

The young team, historically composed of mostly juniors and seniors, has 
brought in many sophomores from the feeder junior varsity program to take 
over the ranks of the graduated class. They look to come out victorious as 

Story by Jon Dale Dieckman,
Photos by Katherine Mangialardi

Todd: 
Ready 
for the 
challenge

By JACK OLSTAD
The Bear Facts

See MILLER TODD, B3

If any of our fall sports ever 
give a mediocre season or 
if their playoff bid falls 
flat, St. Joe has one sport 

on that will never deny us a 
great season: soccer. 

Let’s take a minute to thank 
the ever-competitive soccer 
program at our school. It often 
has been an unsung hero in St. 
Joe athletics. 

Throughout the years it hasn’t 
been a question of whether the 
team will make the playoffs. 
Rather, it’s been a question of 
how far will the team advance it 
in the championship tournament. 

Hanging in our gymnasium is 
a blue-and-gold banner. On it, 
you can clearly read: “Dwayne 
Demmin Coach of the Year 
2009.” 

make St. Joe varsity soccer a 
continuous top-notch contender 
for the playoffs. 

Assistant Coach David Wissel 
agreed.

“Since its inception, 
St. Joe soccer has always 
been competitive and very 
successful,” Coach Wissel said. 
“We’ve been known around 
town for our soccer team.”

It’s fairly safe to assume 
that the success of the program 
continues to lie in Coach 
Demmin’s hands in addition to 
the talent of the students on the 
team. 

Many said that the loss of 11 
seniors from the previous year’s 
team would hinder the success 
of this year’s team. I maintain it 
was a godsend. 

Demmin brought in a number 
of exceptionally talented eighth- 
and ninth-graders to repopulate 
the gaping hole left by the 
graduated seniors. 

He put in the entirety of his 
time and energy in coaching the 
team to not only maintain the 

skills of his upperclassmen, but 
also to bring the former junior 
varsity players to his standards.

 These standards leave 
minuscule room for failure. As 
soon as the younger players 
learn this, the sooner they will 
become leaders on the field.

Coach Demmin has been 
training with his varsity and 
junior varsity teams since late 
fall. 

The 2012-2013 season came 
to an abrupt halt as the team was 
eliminated from the playoffs 
in its first game.  We could 
certainly use a change in pace 
with new leadership.

Seniors Charlie LeDoux and 
Josh Speyerer brought a level of 
accomplishment to the team that 
hasn’t been seen in years.

Varsity soccer: Unsung hero of St. Joe athletics
After not playing last year, 

Speyerer brought with him a 
new energy and a new mantra. 
“We are going to win the real 
championship,” he said. 

Through Coach Demmin’s 
rigorous regimen of training and 
preparation, the team met its first 
goal of becoming back-to-back 
district champions. The Bruins 
marched into the playoffs with 
their shoulders high as they took 
on Franklin County and arose 
victorious.  

Unfortunately, the road to the 
state championship ended as 
they were cut after their loss in 
the second game. I look forward 
to their season next year, which 
will certainly pick up from the 
successes our team left off on 
this year.

            St. Joe soccer 
has always been 
competitive and 
very successful. ”

 – David Wissel
assistant soccer 

coach

“ 

MILLER TODD

St. Joe varsity baseball players have high hopes –
a winning season and a return trip to the state playoffs 

Two St. Joseph Catholic School seniors 
signed athletic scholarship offers with Mis-
sissippi colleges, allowing them to be athlet-
ically active while also earning an academic 
degree.

Football player Robert Hamil of Madison 
signed a full scholarship to play football this 
fall for Copiah-Lincoln Community College 
in Wesson. Hamil played tailback and defen-

sive end for the St. Joe Bruin football team 
this year, helping the Bruins to a winning 
season and a trip to the playoffs.

Volleyball player Caitlyn Beasley of Can-
ton signed a full scholarship to play volley-
ball this fall for Tougaloo College in Jack-
son. Beasley played varsity volleyball for 
the Bruins for five years, helping the team 
advance to the playoffs.

“St. Joe is incredibly proud of these two 
fine students and their accomplishments on 
the field and in the classroom,” St. Joe Prin-

cipal Keith Barnes said. 
“They have represented our school well. 

We are excited they will have a chance to 
continue to compete on the field while also 
working on an academic degree.”

St. Joe President Mike Juhas was pleased.
“These student athletes have worked 

so hard and excelled at St. Joe in so many 
ways,” he said. “We wish them success at 
the next level, and are proud to call them 
Bruins for life.”

See SCHOLARSHIPS, B2

Bruin baseball player Thomas Benson, a junior, pitches in a home game last week against Leake County. The Bruins 
won 12-1. St. Joe plays Benton Academy on Friday. In the photo below, senior Pace McDonald and freshman Chad 
Doiron wait in the dugout for their turn at bat.

GOLF TEAM 
ORGANIZES

Hamil, Beasley sign athletic scholarships
special to The Bear Facts

          These student 
athletes have worked so 
hard and excelled at St. 
Joe in so many ways.”

 – Mike Juhas,
St. Joe  president

“ 



on Friday night. 
The Bear Facts:  What do you love 

most about football?
Coach Todd:  It’s an ultimate team 

sport: offense, defense, and special 
teams. You can get your butt beat one 
play, then beat somebody out the very 
next play. 
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as district champs and make a 
name for the Bruins, working 
their way as far as they can go in 
the playoffs. 

With three of the top players 
involved in other activities, the 
team is working to create strong 
leaders out of underclassmen.

“I feel we will be competi-
tive,” said Coach Todd, “but we 
will start off with some growing 
pains.”  

The young team isn’t looking 
for any certain aged player to 
step up as a leader and set an ex-
ample for all of the 10 freshmen 
on the varsity team.

The Bruins are looking for-
ward to making the playoffs for 
the third year in a row. They hope 
to win the district and not settle 
for second place.

“I think we will have a good 
shot at winning the district and 
going deep into the playoffs,” 
said sophomore player Jojo Ka-
tool. “We have to develop to 
achieve these goals.”

Baseball may not be the most 
physical and strenuous game, but 
it is a mental game. The Bruins 
are conditioning their minds and 
body to be at their best – not at 
the beginning of the season, but 
when district play rolls around.  

The young men have been 
hard at work weight lifting, run-
ning and working on fundamen-
tal aspects of the game.  The lack 
of experience on the team puts 
the effort and fundamental part 
of the game into effect.  

“We will be shuffling positions 

for the first part of the season 
looking to see who goes where,” 
Coach Todd said.  

Many of the players on the 
varsity team only played on the 
junior varsity team last year and 
only saw playing time in games 
with big leads.

All of the players on the Bruin 
baseball team are good. When 
asked the best overall, Katool 
said “Thomas Benson is the best 
player in every part of the game.”  

Benson, a junior, was one 
of the team’s best pitchers as a 
sophomore – second in many 
pitching stats only behind former 
player Charlie Waddingham.

The Bruin baseball team is 
looking to build on the 15-11 sea-
son last year. Players achieved 
the success through lengthy prac-
tices and rigorous conditioning.  

This year’s team members are 
looking to get further than the 
first round of the playoffs. With 
a new district in which to play,  
the team can start fresh with new 
opponents as well as some oppo-
nents they faced last year.

BASEBALL, from page B1

District 6-2-A Assistant Coach of 
the Year. 

In 2008, he added head base-
ball coach to his responsibilities. 
In this role, he led the team to 
two consecutive playoff appear-
ances. 

Previous to his role at St. Joe, 
Coach Todd served as assistant 
football and baseball coach for 
Canton Academy.

“I’m glad the head coach po-
sition was filled by Coach Todd,” 
said Jack Harkins, a junior wide 
receiver on the Bruin football 
team. “I’m excited for my last 
year as a senior. He has a lot to 
bring to the table.” 

Ever since his first job at Can-
ton Academy, Coach Todd has 

Todd plans for the future as new AD
Shortly after Flip Godfrey stepped 

down as head football coach and athlet-
ic director at St. Joe, his assistant coach 
Miller Todd took over the position.

The Bear Facts recently sat down 
with Todd to talk with him about his 
plans for athletics at St. Joe – including 
the new baseball season and next year’s 
football season.

The Bear Facts: When was your 
first coaching job? 

Miller Todd: In 2004 at Canton 
Academy for football and baseball. Jer-
ald Ray, the pitching coach for the var-
sity baseball team, was the first person 
to hire me for a coaching position. 

The Bear Facts: When did you first 
come to St. Joe?

Coach Todd: In August of 2006. 
Coach Godfrey was the high school 
coach for St. Joe at the time, and he 

hired me. 
The Bear Facts: 

Have you begun 
any programs for 
strength or agil-
ity training since 
you became head 
coach? 

Coach Todd: 
Strength training 
(began) in the middle 
of February. I need to figure out and 
juggle my existing staff before I plan the 
workouts. Since I am coaching baseball 
this spring, I’ll need some help from the 
other coaches. 

The Bear Facts: When does spring 
football start? 

Coach Todd: Right now, it is sched-
uled for April 28. But that date is still 
tentative.

The Bear Facts: Have you designed 
the summer football workouts? 

Coach Todd: We are going to do 
what we’ve always done. But I want to 

get more organized. Certain skill sets 
come at different times. 

For example, if players with skill po-
sitions came at 9 a.m., linemen come at 
10 a.m. I would also like to get weight 
lifting groups. That way, if you are 
late, you are held accountable for your 
coaches and your group. This helps the 
guys be more responsible and put the 
team first. 

The Bear Facts: What coaches do 
you look to for inspiration and base 
your coaching methods off? 

Coach Todd: There is nobody better 
than Coach Godfrey. I’ve learned from 
him. I also base my methods off the Les 
Miles and the Nick Sabans who coach 
the game so well. 

The Bear Facts:  Did you pursue the 
head coaching job? 

Coach Todd: Yes. The more and 
more I coached, the more I felt comfort-
able coaching the game of football. I 
love coaching baseball, but there’s noth-
ing better than coaching under the lights 

The Bear Facts: What kind of head 
coach do you want to be?

Coach Todd: I have to calm down 
and relax. I want our team to not have 
to be stayed and gotten onto. I want to 
practice with a plan that when things 
come up in a game, it’s not a surprise.

For me, there’s nothing better than 
after a win to hear ‘Notre Dame Our 
Mother’ and see the all the fans in the 
stands and know I gave it my all. 

The Bear Facts: What are your 
thoughts on the upcoming season and 
the 2014 football team? 

Coach Todd:  Every year a team goes 
through graduation and lose players. We 
have some good skill people coming 
back, and we will have a battle for the 
starting quarterback position. 

Your team is only as good as your se-
niors. And we are going to rely on their 
hard work, teamwork, and leadership 
– things that don’t show up on the stat 
board.          

MILLER TODD

          For me, there’s 
nothing better than 
after a win to hear 
‘Notre Dame Our 
Mother.’”

 –  St. Joe Athletic 
Director Miller Todd

“ 

MILLER TODD, from page B1
been learning and mastering the 
game of football.

“The more and more I 
coached, the more I felt comfort-
able coaching the game of foot-
ball,” Coach Todd said.

For the past few seasons, 
Coach Todd had the job of defen-
sive coordinator for the Bruins – 
creating defensive schemes and 
strategies that made the St. Joe 
defense stand out. 

“For me, there’s nothing bet-
ter than after a win to hear ‘Notre 
Dame our Mother,’” Coach 
Todd said. “I love to look into 
the crowd and see all the fans in 
the stands and know I gave it my 
all.”

          Thomas 
Benson is the best 
player.”

 –  sophomore 
baseball player Jojo 

Katool

“ 
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