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     Although the team has faced diffi culties remodeling, the senior players 
have made certain that each player is motivated and comfortable, making 
the team one cohesive unit based on trust and confi dence.
     “One of the things that’s been really humbling is to see guys like Bennie 
Kirkland take a young guy like a Thomas Black under his wing, guys like 
Jackson Sharp and Joseph Rein take a young Joseph and John Garner or 
Max Martinson under their wing, or Graham Grogan taking William Morris 
under his wing,” Coach Mangana said. “There are young guys bringing a lot 
of energy and excitement to the table. The leadership is shaping the experi-
ence these guys are having. I’ll tell, if I could, a quick story.We played our 
fi rst JV game on Tuesday, and William Morris, a Freshman, was trying to fi nd 
his voice on the team, asking where he was going to fi t in terms of position. 
     “‘Whoever scores a touchdown I’ll take to dinner,’Graham Grogan said.
That’s something that William Morse will never forget. It wasn’t just motiva-
tion for performing but the gesture of Graham following through with it 
and taking him out for an accomplishment that he made. He will never 
forget that beyond high school, beyond college, when he is 80 years old; he 
will remember that Graham Grogan took him out to get Five Guys. Jackson 
Sharp did the same thing in telling boys to come over here to Smoothie 
King and get a free smoothie. Those relationships are what make the game 
special.”

     Along with the senior leadership, the community has also made a huge 
impact on the improvement of the football program and team. Football is a 
school community venture, not just a team sport. 
      “The InSaint Asylum has been amazing,” Mangana said. “As a coach, I’ve 
seen progress. When I fi rst got here as an assistant, it seemed like we were 
king of lacking in terms of enthusiasm and spirit. This year the seniors have 
really lead the student body, and that has really made a difference in terms 
of spirit. We are even playing better, so I am just incredibly humbled by the 
work the students have done.”
     Although the team was presented with the almost incredible task of 
putting St. Andrew’s football back on the map, the senior players, coaching 
staff, student body, and parents have made a monstrous effort to accomplish 
this goal. 
     “We have incredible athletics here in terms of a lot of the sports, but 
when football is doing well, the young men develop in different ways; you 
see it in relationships,” Mangana said. “There is a presence of this on cam-
pus and it think it can be very palpable and positive, and the school can be 
really proud of the young men. I couldn’t be prouder of the guys, and it’s a 
unit. They’re so together. They’re so unifi ed as seniors. It’s an honor to be 
able to work with them. “
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      As Major League Baseball moves towards the postseason, 
many new teams fi nd themselves in this year’s playoff picture. 
Teams like the Kansas City Royals, Baltimore Orioles, Pittsburgh 
Pirates, and Seattle Mariners are in the hunt, and look to defy 
odds by upending playoff powerhouses, such as the St. Louis 
Cardinals, Detroit Tigers, and San Francisco Giants. The playoff 
newcomers will experience many diffi culties caused by lack of 
recent playoff experience, but may have the talent to compen-
sate. On the contrary, teams like the Cardinals and Tigers look 
to take advantage of recent playoff experience and winning 
traditions to succeed in this year’s playoffs.
     “The fact that we’ve been there and had great runs is always 
a plus for the team because your guys know how to win, what to 
expect, and how to go about their business,” Cardinals fi rst base 
coach Chris Maloney said. 
     Teams like the Cardinals and Tigers have been to the playoffs 
lately, and the advantage that they have from knowing what it 
takes to win in the postseason will be vital in the playoffs. Teams 
like the Cardinals and Tigers have great veteran leadership, 
which is pivotal in October.

     “You cannot underestimate the value of leadership because 
they pass on the knowledge that they’ve gained from people 
before them, and that’s what makes everyone improve faster,” 
Maloney said.  
      However, these playoff powerhouses will not easily defeat 
young teams like the Orioles and Royals. These young talented 
teams found success during the regular season because of in-
credible pitching. Pitchers like Kansas City’s James Shields (14-7 
3.15 ERA) and Baltimore’s Chris Tillman (12-5 3.29 ERA) have 
dominated during the regular season, and their teams’ success 
will depend on how they perform in October.
     “[Tillman and Shields] are quality pitchers and will continue 
to have success [in the playoffs],” St. Andrew’s Head Baseball 
Coach Mark Fanning said. “However, they may be a little wild 
because they overthrow because of the adrenaline rush of the 
playoffs.” 
     Fanning also noted that he expected these starters to have 
shorter outings than they had in the regular season because of 
the mental strain that playing in the postseason has on pitchers. 
According to Fanning, the performance of these teams’ bullpens 

will be crucial. Pitching will be a major factor in the success of 
teams like the Orioles and Royals. Ultimately, for young teams 
like the Orioles, Royals, and Pirates, health will determine how 
far they can go.  
     “For the Orioles, [their postseason results] will depend on 
how healthy they are going in,” Fanning said. “They’ve lost some 
of their key players [Manny Machado and Matt Weiters], and key 
players always become more important during the postseason.”
    This year’s playoffs will shape up to be very exciting if its 
Cinderella teams stay healthy, and there is great anticipation for 
the playoffs among baseball fans. 

     The notorious empty seats topping off the left end of the home bleachers have fi nally been 
fi lled at this year’s football games. In recent history, the majority of students would come late, 
leave early, or not even show up at the games. 
     With two key victories at home against Pisgah and St. Joe for the football team, the student 
section has fed off of the early season success.
     “The student section is just as much a part of making each game successful as the football 
team is, in my opinion,” Senior Fan of the Week recipient Ethel Ann Jones said. 
     The more energetic the student section, the better experience students have at the games.
     “It’s the energy; it’s infectious. People want to go to the games,” Senior Fan of the Week 
recipient Jack Robinson said. “They feel they are a part of the team. Storming the fi eld after St. 
Joe proved that. When we get loud and see the football players getting into it, no one 
can beat us.”
     According to many spectator, compared to last year, the students have stepped it up when it 
comes to rowdiness and organization.
     “In years past there have been like 15 people, but this year we can barely fi t everyone,” 
Junior Ethan Guynes said. “Some of the seniors like Jack Robinson and Hugh Goings go ape 
nuts and keep everyone energetic.”
     Some think that the success of a student section correlates with the senior participation.
     “Last year we lacked leaders and organization; an active senior class has stepped it up in the 
bleachers,” Robinson said. “When underclassmen see seniors going crazy, they go crazy. We are 
able to play off each other’s energy and it’s worked extremely well.” 
     “More rowdie seniors this year compared to this past year makes a big difference.” Junior 
Fan of the Week Recipient Meredith Rand said. “Ethel (Ann Jones) and Jack (Robinson) have 
been doing a fantastic job of getting people pumped via GroupMe and other social media for 
upcoming games.”

     Even the cheerleaders love the turnout from the students, as they now have students to help 
cheer.
     “This year the whole student body is really involved at football games and it makes such a 
difference,” Senior Cheerleading Captain Mary Parker Davidson said. “Everyone is yelling along 
with us, and even starting cheers themselves.”
     A new nickname could be the key element that has brought the energy to the students. Last 
year’s “Cronin’s Crazies” seemed relevant to basketball only, so seniors thought that change 
was needed.
     “I decided to dub our student section The InSaint Asylum, because a name gives everyone a 
sense of being a part of a specifi c team, and that’s what we are.” Jones said.
     “I think it’s clever and hilarious,” Davidson said. “It encourages people to be crazy, while 
still representing the Saints.”
     “I think it’s a play on the old name Cronin’s Crazies,” Robinson said. “Now  it’s a lot more 
applicable to sports other than basketball.”
     One student though, said they had more trouble getting used to the name.
     “I used to think the name was kind of dumb but it’s sort of grown on me,” Guynes said. “I 
heard some St. Joe people talking about it the other day about how dumb it was. But I guess 
it doesn’t matter because we destroyed them, and Alex Wilson brought the pain train to town, 
baby.”
     With a seemingly well received and revamped student section, the seniors and the entirety 
of the student body hope to keep the rowdiness up through not only football season, but the 
rest of the athletic year. 
     “I really feel as though we’ve been successful in bolstering school spirit signifi cantly this 
year, and it’s only fi rst quarter!” Jones said.
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