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     Mrs. Doubtfi re, Uncle Phil, and the fashion police herself are among 
some of Hollywood’s stars that fans across the United States will miss. Co-
medians today owe much of their own success to the dynamic personalities 
of some of these greats. 
     Robin Williams, the comedic and dramatic actor who played the role 
of Mrs. Doubtfi re, John Keating, Mork, and many more, died on Aug. 
11, 2014. The charismatic actor left behind memories of turning serious 
personal issues, including drug and alcohol addiction and depression, into 
humorous jokes. Many comedians including Jim Carrey have mirrored his 
comedic genius. 
     James Avery died on Dec. 31, 2013. Having made number 34 on TV 
Guide’s list of the “50 Greatest TV Dads of All Time,” he is remembered by 
many as the beloved Uncle Phil on The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air. According to 
Chris Witherspoon’s article on theGrio.com, after his death, Janet Hu-
bert, his wife and fellow actor, said, “He was one of the best actors I have 
worked with in my many years. He was like a big strong boulder, that could 
either crush you or shield you. He was fi rst and foremost an actor, classi-
cally trained, climbed that ladder step by step, role by role, to become one 
of the most powerful TV dads that had ever been created.” 
     Also, the loss of the comic Joan Rivers on Sep. 4, 2014 impacted the 
comedy world dramatically. Being the fi rst woman to host a late night net-
work television talk show, Rivers changed the world’s thoughts on female 
comedians. Williams, Avery, and Rivers have all infl uenced the lives of many 
people in the SA community as well as around the world.

     “I think we all grew up 
with Uncle Phil [James Avery], 
and he was this lovable fi gure 
that we all kind of wanted 
as our own parental fi gure 
because he was disciplined, 
but he also could be eas-
ily manipulated by the wily 
Will Smith, and he was a 
good dad to Carlton and his 
sweet dance moves,” English 
Teacher Marty Kelly said. 
     “He showed that even 
though people seem to be 
mean and hard on the out-
side, they...actually love and 
have feelings for one another, 
deep down,” Sophomore 
Peyton Seago said. 

 James Avery

     “A lot of people did not 
like her [Joan Rivers] comedy 
because some people thought 
it was too real and too straight-
forward about touchy subjects,” 
Senior Sadie Gasc said.  “She 
wasn’t afraid to talk about things 
that other people thought were 
off limits. I remember in an in-
terview I saw that she was saying 
that she allows people to escape 
the horrors of life by turning 
it into something that you can 
laugh at.”

 Joan Rivers

     “Aladdin was, and still is, 
my favorite Disney movie of 
all time,” Junior and Film 
Club President Nate Caraway 
said. “Robin Williams made 
movies like Mrs. Doubtfi re, 
that helped show me that 
even as an adult you can still 
have fun and be a kid. Hook, 
another great kid movie, 
Robin Williams showed me 
that you can grow up and 
still be a child in many ways.”

Robin Williams

“Have you heard of these things called launchers for Android phones?” It is an increasingly 
common question, especially with the growing demand and quality of phone apps. While many 
students may have heard of the new launchers for Android phones, few actually understand or 
use them. Students Alex Auchus and Merideth Morris claimed that they knew about launchers, but 
have yet to use one. This guide will explain what a launcher really is, how to get one, and what 
some good examples are.

ANDROID LAUNCHERS

    In layman’s terms, a launcher is a different way of displaying applications on your phone. Home 
screens, lock screens, and icons can all be changed with a launcher. Different launchers have their 
own customized settings; shortcuts, widgets, and icons can be switched by selecting which launch-

WHAT IS A LAUNCHER?
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WHERE DO I GET LAUNCHERS?
Launchers can easily be found on the Google Play Store. Searching for “launchers” under applications 
shows a very large and daunting list of launchers for free or for a price. They are easily installed by 
pressing “install” or “purchase” when looking at the launcher’s store page.

Buzz launcher features the customization and simplicity of most 
launchers, while allowing for the easiest and fastest setup for home 
screens. Users can browse from over 500,000 free premade themes 
and wallpapers to fi nd exactly what suits them the best. The launcher 
also has customizable widgets that can be easily made and installed 
through a separate application. Though it’s rich with features, the 
interface for customization is rather confusing to use. As such, the 
launcher is much better for quick setups or very advanced customiza-
tion, but lacks the middle ground that most users would desire.

Buzz Launcher (free)

Despite its initial appearance as a generic theme for a random launch-
er, Atom launcher features its own variety of applications to change 
the home screen, app drawer, widgets, and even the lock screen. It 
has preset themes and wallapers for fast and easy installation, while 
supporting custom icons, condensed shortcuts, and hiding unwanted 
applications. The stock theme is very well done and looks nicer and 
cleaner than most other launchers. However, the launcher also has 
purchasable options to expand its capabilities, but the total cost is 
less than  fi ve dollars.

Atom Launcher (free, with premium)

The Windows Phone launcher works just as described. It is a com-
plete clone of Windows Phone 8’s interface, which is based off of 
Windows 8’s Metro UI. The launcher’s main focus is on tiles, which 
can change color with notifi cations. The tiles can be transparent or 
opaque on a static or live wallpaper, while also providing the option 
to switch to stock android-like interfaces on demand. It still retains 
the status and notifi cation drawer that Android has natively.

Windows Phone 8 (wp8) 

Solo launcher’s main feature is its clean and extremely fast interface, 
while offering its own platform for easily downloading live wallpapers, 
widgets, themes, and icons. It offers notifi cation numbers similar to 
iOS’s, a customizable notifi cation and status bar, and nine convenient 
gestures for quick access. Unlike most launchers, Solo launcher’s 
potential features are completely free, since the launcher is run by a 
community base.

Solo Launcher (free)

 Nova launcher is one of the most popular launchers for android 
phones, and for good reason. With between 10 million and 50 million 
downloads, the launchers high customizability, smooth transitions, 
high performance, and premade wallpapers for easy and fast but in-
depth customization. It features a customizable app drawer, infi nite 
scrolling, backup/restoring, scrollable docks, color and icon theming, 
resizable widgets, and the ability to import layouts from other popular 
or stock launchers. For $4, Nova Launcher Prime allows for gestures, 
unread message/notifi cation counts, custom drawer groups, the ability 

Nova Launcher (free, with premium)


