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From its intimate narration to 
the beautiful portrayal of 18th 
century Scotland under British 
rule, “Outlander” comes out on 
top.

The Starz series is based on 
the international best seller by 
Diana Gabaldon. The show stars 
34-year-old actress and model 
Caitriona Balfe as Claire Ran-
dall, a former World War II com-
bat nurse for the British army.

The series is set shortly after 
the war in Scotland. After Claire 
and her husband Frank Randall 
break from the bonds that is war 
they quickly rekindle their love.

To take the honeymoon they 
never had and to dig up informa-
tion about Frank Randall’s fore-
fathers, they visit a small town in 
Scotland.   

The slow beginning to this 

intense story is enough to make 
even the most studious watcher 
fall sleep. Nonetheless, the plot 
sequence quickly becomes inter-
esting when Claire is transported 
back in time a little more than 
200 years to 1743 Scotland. 

While still in the small quaint 
town, it is not as 
she remembers. 
Instead, it is a 
barren flatland 
filled with sav-
ages seeking to 
shake British 
rule. 

The story 
quickly intro-
duces several 
new character 
that will be both allies and en-
emies to Claire.

Starz and other cable televi-
sion networks such as HBO and 
Cinemax are known for their pas-
sionate dramas, emotional depth 

and reinvigorating or depressing 
of the spirit (depending on the 
series). “Outlander,” of course, is 
nothing less. 

Created and directed by Ron-
ald D. Moore, “Outlander” is 
nothing short of a clever adapta-
tion which gives new insight to 

an already riveting series. 
Although the series has only 

aired eight episodes, viewers are 
already falling in love. On its 
premier “Outlander” attracted 
3.7 million viewers – a number 

that has been growing since.
While the series has had short 

term success, many are wonder-
ing if it will continue. 

Starz unlike many other cable 
television shows have abstained 
from large television and movie 
stars, choosing actors who are 

more promi-
nent in sup-
porting roles 
and in the 
leads of minor 
motion pic-
tures. 

Overall this 
series features 
very dynamic 
characters 
such as Dou-

gal Mackenzie played by Gra-
ham McTavish. This dynamic 
character keeps you guessing 
about his actions against Claire. 
And we can’t forget the love con-
nection between Claire and her 

close ally Jamie Fraser, played 
by Sam Heughan.

These dynamic characters and 
unexpected plot twists will like-
ly bring success to a series that 
would be otherwise just copying 
a great novel.

“Outlander” earns an overall 
rating of 3.7 paws out of 5. “Out-
lander” earns most of its points 
because of its unique concept, 
impressive scenery, and impres-
sive acting by a fairly unknown 
cast. 

The series loses some points 
because of its lack of clarity in 
some places of the plot. Also the 
series is still in the early stages of 
airing, and it’s going to be hard to 
tell if the show can maintain the 
attention of its views.

The overall Bruins must-see 
rating is 8 out of 10 for its im-
pressive translation of emotions.   

Watch “Outlander” on Friday 
nights at 9 p.m. on Starz.

By NOAH GREENE 
The Bear Facts

“If I Stay” is a beautiful film 
about a teenage girl and the life 
or death decision she must make. 

Mia, the main character, has a 
wonderful family and boyfriend 
who loves her very much. She 
also has a very bright future.

This changes when she and 
her family are in a  car accident. 
While Mia falls into a coma, her 
mind flashes back to all of her 
memories and heartbreaks. She 
must decide whether or not to 
stay alive.

I love this movie. It made me 
laugh and cry. It helped me to see 
all of the good in my own life. 
Most of the film is filled with 
memories that Mia has, and the 
way they are portrayed is very 
neat. 

The music is also beauti-
ful. Mia is a cellist; a lot of the 
film focuses on her dreams      of 
becoming a musician, so the film 
is filled with classical music. 

My favorite character is Mia 
played by Chloe Moretz.

The film shows many aspects 
of Mia’s life; it is easy to find 
something with which to relate. 
She has a great passion for play-
ing the cello. She has difficulties 
relating to her parents and even 
to her boyfriend.

She has to choose between 
many different things in life. 
There is something about her life 
that I think anyone can relate to; 
she is a wonderful character. 

Moretz does a tremendous job 
portraying everything Mia expe-
riences. The only part I did not 
like was the ending, but I will not 
spoil it for anyone. 

This film makes me think 
about my own family. Even 
though they can be a pain, I am 
very close to them just like Mia 
was to her family. This movie 
will teach you to cherish each 
moment because you never know 
when it could all change. I highly 
recommend this movie to every-
one. 

Pay-cabler Starz introduces new ‘Outlander’ series

By CARRIE ANN LOPER 
The Bear Facts

‘If I Stay’:
Film worth 
catching

Five movies not to miss this fall season 

Maze Runner
n Director: Wes Ball
n Cast: Dylan O’ Brien, Will 
Poulter, Kaya Scodelario
n Genre: Action, Sci-Fi
n Release Date: Now Playing

 Based on the popular fiction 
trilogy that first came out in 
2009, “The Maze Runner” is set 
in a dystopian society. A group 
of young men that have their 
memories erased must fight for 
survival in this post apocalyptic 
thriller. 

Walking Among 
the Tombstones

n Director: Scott Frank 
n Cast: Liam Neeson, Dan 
Stevens, Boyd Holbrook 
n Genre: Adventure, Crime
n Release Date: Now Playing  

Oscar-nominated screenwriter 
Scott Frank (“Out of Sight”) 
directs this dark thriller.  Private 
investigator Matthew Scudder 
(Liam Neeson) must take orders 
from a drug lord and find who 
kidnapped and murdered the 
criminal’s wife.  

No Good Deed
n Director: Sam Miller
n Cast: Taraji P. Henson, Idris 
Elba, Mark Smith
n Genre: Thriller, Drama 
n Release Date: Now Playing

Colin Evans (Idris Elba) is 
an escaped convict who has 
returned to society with bad 
intentions. Terri, a devoted 
mother, and her two children 
invite the stranger into the home 
after his supposed car accident, 
only to be terrorized by the 
mysterious man hiding his past.

 The Equalizer    

n Director: Antoine Fuqua
n Cast: Denzel Washington, 
Marton Csokas, Chloë Grace 
n Genre: Action, Crime, 
n Release Date: Now Playing

Denzel Washington and 
director Antoine Fuqua team 
up again for the first time after 
Oscar-winner “Training Day” 
in 2001. Their second thriller 
follows man who leaves his new 
and quiet life to help a young 
girl who gets mixed up with the 
wrong people.                     

Fury
n Director: David Ayer
n Cast: Brad Pitt, Shia 
LaBeouf, Logan Lerman 
n Genre: War, Drama
n Release Date: Oct. 17

Brad Pitt stars in this war 
film as Wardaddy, a U.S. Army 
segregant. Along with his five 
man crew, Wardaddy enters the 
heart of the relentless German 
defense in the last stages of 
World War II in 1945. 

By JACKSON OLSTAD
The Bear Facts


