
Of course, the punch line here 
is that I’m dark- skinned. It was 
obviously good for a laugh – 
one, of course, that came at my 
expense.

Now, it was obvious to 
everyone that I, the darker 
skinned person, was clearly 
visible in the room even with the 
lights turned off. But because 
others find it humorous and 
acceptable, they say it anyway. 

Another example: I often 
hear the phrase “Noah, you’re 
white,” more than likely because 
of my social interactions. But to 
say that puts me in a category 
where  I do not belong and it 
highlights another weak example 
of misplaced humor.

On flip side, I have heard 
minority students remark that 
“white people can’t dance” or 
“white people can’t rap.”

Despite these specific 
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“My friends and family.”
– DeZell Lathon, a senior 

“My friends at school.”
–Blaine Turner, a freshman

“Being alive”
– Kelli May, a junior

“Macaroni and cheese.” 
– Bridget Abadie, a senior

“Food, we’re blessed.”
– Collin Ledbetter, a freshman

The Bear Facts staff writer Brianna Cry asked St. Joseph students, “What are you thankful for this Thanksgiving?”

“Being able to breathe and to have life.”
– Coralyn Jones, a sophomore

Our View
St. Joe rises 
to victory

Raising awareness of a deadly disease 

Cultural diversity at St. Joe

Academic excellence at St. Joseph Catholic 
School is starting to receive much-deserved 
recognition. After being ranked as the best 
private school in the state of Mississippi, 
the St. Joe community is marking this great 
achievement with publicity and T-shirts for 
the students and faculty.

For years, St. Joe students, faculty and staff 
have strived for excellence, receiving various 
awards in broad and specific educational 
fields. The No. 1 by Niche, as outlined in 
a story on Page 1, only adds to an already 
strong school reputation. 

The ranking likely will help increase student 
enrollment, bringing even more observers 
into this Catholic community. 

Dedication alone did not place St. Joe in 
this position. In reality it was hard work, 
dedication, and help from the Almighty. None 
of this could be possible without help and 
guidance from God.

Season to be 
thankful 

As the first half of the school year comes to 
a close, we begin to think about how much 
for which we are thankful.  As a St. Joe 
community, we have many things that are 
blessings. 

During this fall season, we should 
remember people who have helped us. Instead 
of being ungrateful, we as a Christian family 
should put ourselves in someone else’s shoes 
to truly get a feel of being a generous and 
grateful person. 
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Last month we took the 
time to recognize a 
terrible disease that has 
afflicted our country.  

We raise awareness for breast 
cancer because many women in 
our state have suffered and still 
suffer from this disease.  Many 
of our students here at St. Joe 
have family members who have 
dealt with breast cancer.

From a personal view, my 
Aunt Toni Doyle suffered with 
breast, lung and brain cancer 
before she died on April 28, 
which was two days after prom.  
I got a text from my mom after 
school telling me to meet her 
at my aunt’s house.  When I 
arrived, the entire family was 
gathered except  for her. I was 
very confused.  Soon after, my 
mom broke the news to me.  It 
was a sad time for my family.  

My aunt had been struggling 
with cancer for years before 
God called her home. It made 
me realize how important it is 
to know about different diseases 

because you never 
know when some-
thing similar can 
happen to your 
family. It hurt 
very deeply when 
I lost someone so 
sweet and so close 
to me.  

Losing some-
one is the worst 
pain anyone could feel, physi-
cally and mentally, because you 
will never see that person again.  
Goodbyes aren’t supposed to be 
such a terrible thing to experi-
ence, so raising awareness helps 
families prepare for anything 
to come. The worst part was 
seeing my mom cry. Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month is very 
important to my family because 
this disease has stricken so many 
families, especially mine.

This year, we can all take 
action within our own com-
munities and churches to raise 
awareness for cancer.  For the 
past few years, St. Joe has done 

something to raise awareness, 
but nothing this school year has 
been done to raise awareness.  
This is something that is very 
important to many families at 
St. Joe. For example, the mother 
of Joanna Bellan, a senior, had 
breast cancer, and so did the 
mother of two other seniors, 
Isabelle and Sophia Cosmich.  

Treatment is very expensive, 
which means some people can’t 
get treated immediately. This is 
a serious issue because cancer 
spreads through the body at a 
very fast pace, and sometimes 
people don’t even realize they 
have it until it has spread to 
other areas of the body. The 
disease strips the person of their 
energy and happiness, and it is 
our duty to ensure their hap-
piness and do what is right by 
raising awareness. 

Last month we should have 
been able to wear pink socks or 
other pink accessories with our 
uniforms, and on Fridays of last 
month we should have been able 

When St. Joseph 
Catholic School 
was named the 
No. 1 private 

school in Mississippi this 
month, among the reasons cited 
were academics, athletics and 
diversity.

St. Joe is no doubt diverse. In 
fact, our diversity is one of the 
greatest benefits of attending St. 
Joe.

With an enrollment of more 
than 420 students – who include 
Asians, Hispanics and African 
Americans – we have an 
opportunity to interact with each 
other and learn about widely 
different cultures. And with 
that comes the responsibility of 
respect. 

As students, we need to 
respect each other as a person, 
respect each other’s background, 
respect each other’s upbringing 
and respect each other’s culture. 

 There is no room for 
intolerance. Not today. Not in 
the 21st Century. And certainly 
not at St. Joseph Catholic 
School.

OPEN DIALOGUE NEEDED

Yet, in many ways, we as a 
people have failed. The open 
dialogue between cultures across 

our nation, our 
state, our city 
and our schools 
has been fogged 
by ignorant 
discourse.

The Millennial 
Generation, 
of which high 
school students 
are a part, is our 
nation’s most idealist, thought-
provoking and intellectually-
driven group. There is no doubt 
that cultural close-mindedness 
and racism begins to decrease 
with each passing generation.

But the Millennial Generation 
still faces a form of racism that 
more often than not is rooted 
in others’ inability  – and 
sometimes unwillingness – to 
respect people who are markedly 
different from them.

Some mask these insensitive 
thoughts as a form of humor. 
While others may find a laugh, 
it is at the expense of some 
different races and cultures of 
which they know little.

CLASSROOM EXAMPLE

Here is a good example: I am 
in class, another student turns 
off the lights and someone blurts 
out, “Where did Noah go?” 

examples, I do want to say that 
not everyone is guilty of these 
instances.

SHOW RESTRAINT

Those of you who may be in 
that very small minority, please 
cease and desist.  You certainly 
can find something funnier 
than taking a jab at a person’s 
heritage.

And that leads me to my 
most important point: to further 
open the roads of knowledge 
and discourse, schools should 
educate their students on varying 
cultures through a cultural 
diversity class or through 
various speakers holding 
seminars on such subjects. 

Simply educating a student 
body about African Americans 
during Black History Month is 
not enough. Let’s honor African 
American leaders and other 
people’s heritage throughout the 
entire school year.

St. Joe already has taken the 
lead. 

Our school has done much to 
foster a strong understanding 
and respect of other, diverse 
cultures. Just this month, a group 
of St. Joe seniors took a field 
trip to a Hindu temple in Rankin 
County.

Let’s continue down that road.

to wear pink shirts or something 
dealing with breast cancer.  We 
can also take the approach of 
charging a dollar for people who 
want to wear pink shirts.  A few 
years ago, one of our seniors, 
Isabelle Cosmich, organized a 
powder puff football game to 
raise money for breast cancer 
awareness.  

Many people in our school 
community have family and 
friends who are dealing with 
many forms of cancer.  As a St. 
Joe community, we should seek 
to help someone else in spite 
of how busy we are in our own 
lives.  October is the time where 
we put others before ourselves to 
make a change.  The more we do 
now, the less of a struggle it will 
be to get help later.  This year 
we encourage many women, 
young and old, to regularly get 
tested for diseases such as breast 
cancer.  Many of our women are 
suffering, and raising awareness 
gives us the opportunity to help 
others.
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          There is 
no room for 
intolerance. Not 
today. Not in the 
21st Century.”

“ 


