
Within the past five 
years, the use of 
social media has 
skyrocketed.  One 

of the most popular social me-
dia sites known today is Twitter.  
Twitter: a social media site where 
one sums up their thoughts in 
140 characters or less.  So what 
makes this social media site so 
popular?  The answer: it is a way 
to interact with celebrities.  

Everyone has a particular ce-
lebrity that they favor, but now 
there is a social media site in 
which they can keep up to date 
on their “interesting lives.” It has 
been proven that  our generation 
idolizes celebrities much more 
than they were 10 or 20 years 
ago.  

Many people like Twitter be-
cause they can even interact 
with their favorite celebrities.  If 
someone tweets a celebrity, ev-
ery so often that celebrity replies 
or follows back.  Viner Brandon 
Castillo has made fun of this in 
one of his latest Vines.  He acts 
like a teenage girl as he sits in 
front of his computer screaming, 
“Marry me Harry Styles!  If you 
don’t, I’ll die!” Now, I do admit 
that I did have an extreme obses-
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            I’m not a very 
good multi-tasker. No 
music helps me get into 
the right mindset I need 
to grade.”

           – Tyler O’Hara,
 an English teacher at 

St. Joe

“ 
Music. 

It can 
dictate 
our 

emotions and 
influence our mood. 
Some use music’s 
powers when 
working out, while 
others treat it like a 
metronome, helping 
them fall asleep. 

Whatever the 
reason, music helps lots of people ac-
complish tasks in their everyday lives. 

Even though it’s filled with 
excitement, homework isn’t done 
in silence by many members of the 
student body. Righteous riffs from 
David Gilmour can numb rigorous 
hours of writing a research paper about 
fungus and its characteristics. This 
secret ingredient comes in multiple 

Music can help teachers grade papers faster
flavors to fit any situation. Mozart for 
crafting an English essay or upbeat 
Sublime for knocking out algebra 
problems. But it’s not only students 
who use music’s inspiration to get stuff 
done; some of the St. Joe staff is among 
the admirers. 

“Peaceful music helps me keep enter-
tained and grade more effectively,” Mr. 
Brad Biard said. “Sitting there without 
some sort of ambiance is boring;  it 
relaxes me.” 

The sounds of Passenger, Damien 
Rice, and the Civil Wars play in the 
background to soothe the young soccer 
coach while he’s busy at work. 

Go two doors down the hall and 
you’ll hear just the opposite: melody 
with revved up tempo plays along aside 
English teacher Mrs. Rachel Hill while 
she finds comma splices and dangling 
modifiers. 

“If I listen to faster music, I focus 

more when I’m grading,” Mrs. Hill 
said. “Without music, I take a lot longer 
to get through a stack of essays.”    

These teachers hit play, sit back, 
and get in the zone, grading work like 
nobody’s business. Whether it’s tranquil 
or loud, music gives them the perfect 
state of mind. 

After all, these teachers are the peo-
ple who have been deemed worthy to 
put a grade on students’ work. They de-
cide wherever students get an A or a B, 
pass or fail. What happens when they’re 
in a bad mood? They find a dent on 
their car and students’ grades become 
victims from the onslaught. Grade rage 
is just as serious as road rage, and other 
teachers have found their own cure to 
this major epidemic. 

“What really gets me pumped while 
grading stuff are songs that my band 
works,”  said St. Joe’s Latin profes-
sor Matt Hosler. Without some sort of 
musical accompaniment like his band’s 
rendition of “Supersonic” by Oasis, Ho-
sler is missing that spark of motivation 
to get on his work grind. “Songs that 
get me pumped make me get pumped to 
grade, too.”  

Besides music, Hosler also listens to 
podcasts and even turns on his TV to 
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have “Star Wars: The Clone Wars” as 
backdrop to his grading environment at 
home. 

If it’s not music, a few teachers have 
found other modes of inspiration while 
critiquing students’ work. Mr. Tyler 
O’Hara can’t have music while he’s 
grading: never have and not going to try 
anytime soon. 

“I’m not a very good multi-tasker,” 
O’Hara admitted. “ No music helps 
me get into a right mindset I need to 
grade.”  

If anything has to be in the back-
ground, O’Hara finds an episode from 
one of his favorite shows “Seinfeld.” 

“When an episode of Seinfeld is on, 
I know it’s funny, so it won’t distract 
me.”

So before you hand in your next lab 
report, make sure your teacher isn’t 
under the influence of a bad mood or 
bad music. 

How today’s teens make pop-culture figures popular
sion (which 
has thus far 
died down) 
two years ago 
with every-
one’s favorite 
British boy-
band: One 
Direction.  
There would 
be days when 
I, along with 
many other fans, would retweet 
them or tweet them to follow me 
a million times a day.  Looking 
back on it, I realize that I wasted 
days of my life tweeting these ce-
lebrities that would probably go 
on with their lives, never know-
ing who I was.  Now, it seems 
ridiculous to me.  I could have 
done something more produc-
tive with my life.  I also real-
ized that I was more interested 
in celebrities’ lives than my own, 
and that is because of Twitter.  I 
believe that Twitter should be a 
site where you only keep up with 
your friends.  When I say friends, 
I mean real life actual friends, not 
someone whose picture is hang-
ing on your bedroom wall with 
hearts drawn around it.

I have now realized that we 

put celebrities on an unnecessary 
pedestal, and we are likely to 
listen to them more than govern-
ment officials, or even our own 
family.  A celebrity makes a com-
ment about troops in Iraq, and 
then all of a sudden people are 
saying, “Oh my gosh!  Did you 
hear what Alec Baldwin said?  
He’s anti-war.  That means that 
we should be too!”  

Whatever Alec Baldwin thinks 
about military troops is Alec 
Baldwin’s opinion.  He is an ac-
tor, not a political official.  Plus, 
everyone should think for them-
selves and not have anyone, let 
alone a celebrity, influence the 
way that they think.  

Plus, going back, I have real-
ized that some of the tweets that I 
have read from celebrities sound 
extremely ridiculous and unintel-
ligent.  Yes, I can still be a fan of 
someone for their music, movies, 
etc, but I believe we shouldn’t 
worship a celebrity.  Social me-
dia has really played a big part 
in this.  

We worship celebrities so 
much, that entertainers make fun 
of it.  There have been sketches 
on shows such as “Saturday 
Night Live” showing how people 

are obsessed with celebrities (an 
example being Paul Rudd’s One 
Direction sketch).  Youtuber 
Shane Dawson has made a video 
titled “Celebrity Tweets.”  It is a 
parody of Rihanna’s song “Stay.”  
In this video, he sings about ri-
diculous tweets, Instagrams, and 
Vines that different celebrities 
have posted.  It makes me ques-
tion how celebrities have such a 
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strong pull in our world today.
So, what do you think?  Does 

our generation worship celebri-
ties through sites like Twitter?

Here are some ridiculous ce-
lebrity tweets:

Jessica Biel: “I work out ev-
eryday – Monday to Saturday.”

Paris Hilton: “No, no I didn’t 
go to England; I went to Lon-
don.”

Kim Kardashian: “I’m on the 
airplane... love wifi! I am sitting 
next to an Air Marshall! Jim the 
air marshall makes me feel safe!”

Charlie Sheen: “Why my 
bday’s better than yours; 1 I have 
10 mil epic followers. 2 I’m me. 
3 i can wear combat pj’s to work”

 Snoop Dogg: “Flip flops n 
socks N a bucket full of tater 
tots”
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