
This past year, we have 
had many exemplary 
successes with our 
numerous athletic 

pursuits at St. Joe. 
Football and soccer 

respectively 
reached 
their playoff 
opening 
games.

The boys 
swim team 
won its state 
competition, 
allowing for 
a new title to 
be brought to 
school in the 
team’s honor.

Bowling 
continued on 
its gradual slope to new heights, 
winning the district competitions 
for Boys’ and Girls’ bowling

Acquiring these feats is 
especially notable due to the 
fact that St. Joe lost its pivotal 
Athletic Director Flip Godfrey. 

Godfrey passed the baton to 
new Athletic Director Miller 
Todd. 

Approaching May, we had 
three sports still competing: 
baseball, track and tennis. 

In particular, I’d like to single-
out Bruin tennis. Under the 
leadership of Coach Lynn Ogden, 
this team has flourished.

Ogden came to St. Joe nine 
years ago, brought on as a tennis 
coach under former Athletic 
Director Bill Raphael. 

Since then, she has managed 
and coached the varsity tennis 
team while simultaneously 
teaching health and physical 
education at St. Joe. 

Ogden notes her keen ability of 
intertwining strict discipline into 
her routine, after-school practice 
regimen. Having been a former 
student of Ogden’s, I can attest to 
her no-nonsense style. 

With tryouts in early fall and 
practice starting mid-winter, the 
team is continuously primed to be 
ready for any opponent standing.

There is no fault in her line up, 
either. 

She strategically places her 
student-athletes with partners 
who will not only accentuate their 
own gifts and talents, but will 
allow for competitive matches 
against strenuous opponents. As 
a coach, she prepares them for 
the pinnacle of competition.

I’ve gathered through my time 
as sports editor that a team’s 
success is one part leadership and 
another part membership. 

While a team may have 
formidable leadership on the 
court, the team must solely rely 
on the actual players of the game 
in a tournament atmosphere. 

This is where all of the 
preparation as per the coach 
comes into play with her 
competitors.

The team came through in 
early May as they placed second 
in the state tournament. 

Katelyn Hanneke has a full 
list of titles won in her article on 
Page B2.

The team will surely carry on 
with much strength and vigor 
in the following years as the 
younger members grow in skill 
and experience. 

This small group of young 
athletes is headed in a great 
direction under the guidance of 
Coach Lynn Ogden.

Jack Hall, a sophomore, is 
Sports Editor for The Bear Facts.
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tennis
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how the sprinters prepared for 
the first meet. 

“We are doing some mid-
ranged running so far this sea-
son,” Purvis said. 

“We aren’t planning to do any-
thing difficult yet until later in the 
season because we (took) these 
first meets as practice meets to 
see where everyone is.”

Along with the sprint teams, 
the distance team for Saint Joe 
went to both the Jackson Acad-
emy and Madison Central invita-
tional as well. The distance team 
also posses knowledge of well 
thought out strategies as well. 

The Saint Joe boys overall 
placed fifth out of eight private 
schools. Also the girls placed 
seventh out of nine private 
schools at the Jackson Academy 
Invitational on March 19.

At the Madison Central Invi-
tational the distance teams and 
field teams placed fifth over nine 
schools on Monday, March 31. 
And the sprinters placed fourth 

The track season is over, and 
the St. Joseph distance and sprints 
track teams have performed well.

Both teams had been intensely 
training for the meets including 
district, regional, South State, 
and State   meets. They   also  
fought harsh weather conditions 
to prepare for the meet.

The teams trained and prac-
ticed after school Monday 
through Friday after school.

However, each team had very 
different styles, strategies, and 
hopes when it came closer to the 
biggest meets in the track season.

The sprints teams had been 
practicing on the same sched-
ule as the distance team has, but  
members had been trying to im-
prove their running with faster 
times and shorter distances.

The coach of the sprints team, 
Coach Purvis, commented on 

over seven schools on Friday, 
April 4. 

There were so many members 
that ran in both of these invita-
tionals.

One of the youngest members 
of the distance track team was 
Emma Dotson, an eighth grader 
at St. Joe.

Dotson talked about her prep-

arations for the past meets and 
the district, regional, and states 
competition ahead.

“The training I have done to 
prepare for the meets this sea-
son involve the sports that I’ve 
played this year,” Dotson said.

“I ran cross country in the fall, 
and during the winter I played 
on the high school soccer team. 

I also play on a select team as 
well.”

Dotson also ran in the first 
meets that the distance track ran 
this year. She talked about how 
she ran and her improvements 
she will work on. 

By ELISE SHELDRICK
The Bear Facts

See TRACK, B2

St. Joe triumphs in spring track

Members of the St. Joseph Catholic School girls track team.

Story by Jon Dale Dieckman and Jack Hall

After a tough regular season, 
Bruin baseball players fought hard and became ...

DISTRICT CHAMPS!

The Bruin baseball team has won the 
2A District 6 Championship title for 
the first time in 33 years.

On Monday, April 21, the Bruins 
competed for the district title against the Pisgah 
Dragons of Sandhill, Mississippi. 

 The Dragons were defeated by the Bruins 
earlier in the season by a score of 7- 4.

In this second game against the Dragons, St. Joe got off to a slow 
start by allowing a run to be scored in the top of the first inning.  It was 
all uphill from there.  

The team was determined to make this the defining game of the 
season. This district championship would be the ultimate prize for a 
team in the process of rebuilding its program. 

The batting lineup was primed with the careful foresight of 
Coach Miller Todd.  Bruins pitcher Thomas Benson was throwing 
at the top of his game. This allowed for the perfect balance of brute, 
offensive  strength and keen defensive strategy. 

They continued to pound the Dragons by getting into their 
pitcher’s mind, eventually ending with a Pisgah pitching change.  
After the change, the Bruins constantly racked up hits until the end 
of the game with the final score being 10- 1. 

In conclusion with this championship game, the Bruins went 
undefeated in their District 6 2A season with a record of 8-0. 

See BASEBALL, B2

St. Joseph Catholic School senior Dymond Jackson signed 
a scholarship on Friday, April 25, 2014, to play basketball at 
Tougaloo College next fall. Jackson was a key player on this 
year's Lady Bruins basketball team. Pictured are from left Mary 
King, Dymond Jackson's aunt; Marilynn Jackson, Dymond 
Jackson's mother; Dymond Jackson; Katina Henderson, Dymond 
Jackson's aunt; and Tina Foust, St. Joe Lady Bruins basketball 
coach.

Dymond Jackson signs 
scholarship to play 

basketball at Tougaloo 

St. Joe Bruin baseball had another 
successful season this year, winning 
the District title and heading once 
again to the playoffs.  

Top left photo: Junior Nick Sims 
readies to take a swing during the 
Bruin’s April 26 home game against 
St. Andrew’s.

Top right photo: Senior Charlie 
LeDoux was honored on Senior 
Night. LeDoux was the only senior 
on the team this year.

Bottom left photo: Sophomore 
Fidel Bello plays catcher during a 
home game at St. Joe. Bello is also 
a pitcher and fourth batter for the 
team.

All photos by Helen Butts/
Special to The Bear Facts
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St. Joseph sent a team of 12 students 
to the Ridgeland Tennis Center for the 
annual MHSAA Tennis State Champi-
onship on May 2. 

For overall team, St. Joe finished in 
second as the runner-up State Champion. 
St. Joe had previously taken first place in 
the tourney for the past five years. 

Varsity Tennis is a constant reminder 
of the long hours and dedication St. Joe 
students put into athletics. 

Also, the team is a reminder of St. 
Joe’s athletic successes across the board. 
The team had only lost two games this 
season, succumbing to Clinton and St. 

Andrew’s. 
On individual events, St. Joe had 

many gifted contenders that advanced 
to the finals round. A few of the athletes 
representing St. Joe rose to the occasion 
and were able to snag a win for them-
selves, the team and the school.

This year, the team had quite a few 
tennis players walk away as state cham-
pions.

They competed with the most arduous 
of opponents, the best in the state at that.

A complete list of finishers and cham-
pions follows: 

Freshman Stedman Strickland won 
the state title in Boys Singles. 

Senior Nic Hembree and freshman 
Holt Stockett won the state title in Boys 
Doubles. 

Sophomores Eliza Strickland and 
Genin Harkey finished strong as runner-
up in Girls Doubles.

Junior Lucy Loveless and senior Mat-
thew Harkey finished as runner-up in 
Mixed Doubles.

Other high school students that com-
peted are Marion Welsh, Shelby Wil-
loughby, Jack Hoffman, and Jamal 
Holmes-Griffin. They qualified for the 
state tournament prior to the date of the 
actual event. 

The St. Joe Varsity Tennis team in-
cludes events such as singles, doubles, 
and mixed doubles events. The team in-
cludes any of the players for seventh to 
12th grades. 

The team practices at Ridgeland Ten-
nis Courts and travels all around the 

state to play the best teams. 
The seniors of the 2014 team include: 

Shelby Willoughby, Jack Hoffman, Nic 
Hembree, and Matthew Harkey.

“The best part about tennis is really 
just the people. Tennis is a small sport so 
you get close to your teammates quickly, 
and it makes the season overall better,” 
said sophomore Genin Harkey. 

When asked what she thought the 
hardest things about tennis were, senior 
Willoughby said: “The hardest thing 
would definitely be playing teams that 
don’t have a lot of experience or have a 
lot of beginners. 

“It’s hard to play the way we know we 
can when they don’t really now how to 
play. We like a challenge.”   

By KATELYN HANNEKE
The Bear Facts

Tennis team takes second in state championship

Winning the district championship 
surely helped the Bruins with the rest of 
the season.  This win gave the Bruins a 
first-round bye in the 2A state playoffs.  
The Bruins made it to the second round 
this year. 

This is the farthest the Bruins have 
ever managed to get in baseball. Todd 
said he was happy with the results of 
hard work and progress.

“With such a young team, I was so 
impressed by how they matured from 
Game 1 to Game 25 because they had a 
prize in front of them and they won it,” 
Todd said.

After the big win against Pisgah, the 
Bruins were humbled with a 10-1 loss 
of their own to rival St. Andrews.  They 
bounced back with a four-hour, eight-
inning win in rain versus the Murrah 
Mustangs.  The final score was 20- 19.  

The 2014 season was a success. A 
winning season, undefeated in district 
play, district champions, and a respect-
able playoff bid all contributed to this. 

Sophomore designated hitter Jojo Ka-
tool summed up the year best.

“We did great this year,” he said. 
“The first time we won district in 33 
years was a great accomplishment.

“We’ll work harder next year and 
hopefully go farther. We reached the 
second round of the playoffs, which is 
the farthest this team has ever gone.”

The Bruins must now turn to the next 
season. After the loss of many talented 
seniors from the previous season, Todd 
relied on freshman athletes. 

As they grow in talent and skill, we 
should see the team as a whole improve. 
Sophomore Fidel Bello reiterated this.

 “Our team is very young, ten fresh-
man, five sophomores, four juniors, and 
a senior. The way we played this season 
was just great. Just imagine us in a few 
years when we’re all seniors. We’re go-
ing to go far. You all need to watch out.” 

BASEBALL, 
from page B1

With the 2013-2014 Bruins sports 
season over, the school in many ways 
met expectations and in some ways fell 
short of expected goals.

As Bruin football began in September, 
there were many questions about how 
the team would fair amid losing more 
than 20 seniors from the previous year.

Would this season be one of 
rebuilding, or would the Bruins come 
out and dominate the competition?

The Bruins got off to a rough start, 
losing their first two games. 

And things would surely get worse 
before they got better for the Bruins. 

The team was plagued by injuries. 
They had to step up their game if they 

planned to make the playoffs.
The Bruins, however, bounced back, 

making it to the playoffs and finishing 
off the year as district champions.

Next year, the Bruin football team will 
see a slight change in the coaching staff 
with former head Coach Flip Godfrey 
having resigned. 

Miller Todd has stepped up as head 
coach and is expected to lead the Bruins 
in a new direction.

Across the net, the Lady Bruins met 
their expectations reaching well into 
the playoffs before getting beat by 
Resurrection High School.

St. Joe’s bowling program improved 
substantially. The boys and girls teams 
achieved top honors and placed high in 
the district tournament. 

Head Coach Dennis Dillon looks 
forward to a successful season in the 

By NOAH GREENE
The Bear Facts

next  few years to come.
In boys basketball, the team went 

through a rebuilding year  – making it 
to the semi-final round of the playoffs. 

The team ended with a record of 7-15.
The girls team fared better, ending 

their season on a winning note with an 
18-13 record. 

The Bruins went about wining tough 
games such as that against the Canton 
High School Tigers – a game that many 
expected the Lady Bruins to lose. 

“All odds were against us,” said 
senior point guard Whitley Pannell.

“Everyone knew we were going to get 
blown out by 20 to 30 points,” she said. 
“But it was neck-and-neck the entire 
game up until the very end.” 

In the pool and around the track, 
swimmers and runners alike had a 
successful year with the Bruins track 

team once more becoming South State 
champions. 

Swimmers also finished on a very 
successful note, with the girls winning 
the 200-yard free relay and the 400- 
yard free relay along with the several 
individual awards the team won.

On the soccer field, the soccer team 
competed hard as usual, going to the 
playoffs.

Lastly, the St. Joe tennis team had 
a competitive showing at the State 
championship with freshman Stedman 
Strickland winning back-to-back sets to 
become a state champion for the second 
year in a row.   

Bruin sports: The year in review

“At the Jackson Academy meet, I felt 
good but  did not think I ran to the best 
of my ability. At the Madison Central 
meet, I thought the relay team that we 
had was very good, even our replace-
ment Maddy Davis did really good.”

Also, both teams had many new 
members running this year. They all 
steadily improved this year and contrib-
uted to the innumerable successes St. 
Joe enjoyed this year.

So far, everyone is liking the training 
and the overall atmosphere of the teams.

Maddy Davis is one of these new 
members. She is a sophomore at Saint 
Joe and is enjoying track.

“The overall atmosphere was pretty 

chill, and I got to see so many nice and 
the meet was really fun,:” Davis said.

“Also, I feel like my team and I did 
really good. We got second in both our 
races.”

Even though the amount of training 
can be difficult and stressful at times, all 
the coaches and runners are very excited 
to see the training pay off and to see 
what the meet has in store for them.

Dotson commented on her excite-
ment and hopes of improvements for the 
upcoming season next year. 

“Even though I feel like I could be 
in better shape for this race, I am very 
excited about running my own race and 
to get to experience it with my team 
mates.” 

The Bruins finished strong this year. 

Riley Reeves defended her titles in 
the 3200-meter race and the 1600-meter 
race.

After the loss of Ryan Crandall, for-
mer state champion distance runner, 
many were sceptical on how St. Joseph 
would fare in the next season.

The Bruins have certainly proved 
their might this year. The season is over 
and many Bruins are proud.

Some were able to become runners, 
more veteran track athletes were able to 
improve their running capabilities, and a 
few others were even able to snag a the 
most coveted award of any trackstar: a 
state title for their particular event.

TRACK, from page B1

           With such a 
young team, I was so 
impressed by how they 
matured from Game 1 
to Game 25.”

–  Miller Todd,
St. Joe athletic director 
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