
that. 
But once you get over the 

uniform and strict rules, St. Joe 
isn’t just like the other schools in 
the metro area. St. Joe is better.

Yes, I just said St. Joe is 
one of the best middle and 
high schools in the Jackson 
metropolitan area. 

I have met some of the best 
people here, including friends, 
teachers, staff and mentors. 
Lifelong friendships have been 
made as well as mentorships 
that I can see going past my 
graduation in May.  

I have participated in activities 
that I never would have pursued 
if I had gone to another school.  
Speech and debate, mock trial 
and the school newspaper have 
given me a chance to express 
myself and even explore 
possible career options. 

Once you open your eyes to 
the possibilities and options at 
St. Joe, your potential is endless. 

Attending a private school has 
several negative connotations 
such as only snobby, stuck up, 
rich kids attend them.  

That may be the case at other 
private schools, but here at 
St. Joe I believe it’s the total 
opposite. There are so many 

their seniors with a variety of 
privileges. At St. Joe, the senior 
deck and senior lunch along with 
free dress days on Fridays for 
part of the year are only two of 
the few senior privileges offered  

One potential idea for 
privileges could include seniors 
being able to eat off campus 
on Fridays when Papa John’s 
pizza isn’t being served in the 
cafeteria. In a few months, after 
graduation, we will be absolutely 
on our own without parents or 
teachers to baby sit us. 

Therefore, we should be 
able to handle leaving campus 
for lunch and returning safely. 
Most high school seniors have 
permission to eat off campus, 
and I feel as if it’s a great 
idea to help us become more 
responsible and reliable adults.

For the most part, there are 
some positive changes this year 
– including having second lunch 
a whole hour earlier than last 
year.  The majority of the rules 
and regulations this year are 
understandable and fit our school 
environment.

But some things could be 
adjusted. For example, the 
sock rule has already been 
a big source of controversy. 
Because of the uniform policy, 
we already give up our sense of 
individuality expressed through 
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“I’d like a study hall.”
– Carruth Smith, a senior 

“More minutes in between classes.”
–Will Turner, a seventh grader

“A morning assembly for important 
events.”
– Bryant Grove, a junior

“Homeroom in the cafeteria.” 
– Johnas Swann, a junior

“More time for lunch.”
– Austen Marquette, a seventh grader

The Bear Facts Managing Editor Noah Greene asked St. Joseph students if they would change anything about the new 
daily class schedule. Here is what some of them said:

“I would put us on block schedule A day 
B day.”
– Tess Lott, a sophomore

Our View
Sharing ‘Joy 
at the Joe’

           There’s no 
doubt I enjoy 
attending St. 
Joe, but I would 
appreciate having 
more fun activities 
to do to bring 
us together as a 
community.”

“ 

My last few days of high school

My St. Joe journey of a lifetime 

The start 
of the 
2014-
2015 

school year is 
a major change 
for me because 
it’s officially my 
last year of high 
school.

Many things are starting 
to change, and the feeling is 
beyond overwhelming. I am 
eager to start my senior school 
year with fun activities as 
well as remaining focused and  
maintaining my academics. 

As my final year begins, the 
college application process has 
started and the stress level for 
me and my classmates and is off 
the charts.

This year, we have to strive 
to make good grades as well 
as getting scholarships and 
a worthy ACT score. Senior 
year is stressful and exciting at 
the same time because we are 
looking forward to bonding as a 
class and enjoying our last few 
months as kids.  

This year I would like to see 
more senior activities at St. 
Joe, partly because most of us 
have attended here since the 
seventh grade and deserve a 
few privileges. Many schools 
across the metro area award 

clothing, so we should at least be 
able to express our individuality 
through our socks and shoes 
without becoming a problem.    

As a whole, the school year 
has started well.  Everyone 
seems to get along and take their 
classes seriously. 

The newly revised class 
schedule this year is making my 
senior year much better than 
my junior year. Now I have 
time to start completing college 
applications instead of working 
so much on homework every 
night.  

Last year we had six 
classes each day and eight in 
all; therefore, we had extra 
homework. This year, we have 

five classes a day and seven 
total. 

I especially like that we are 
dismissed almost 30 minutes 
earlier than we were last year.  
Now I can run errands or hang 
out with my friends for a few 
hours before doing homework.  
This change makes it easier 
for  St. Joe athletes who now 
practice and leave school earlier 
than in the past. 

My first year at St. Joe was 
honestly my best year here, but I 
feel as if the thrill has died down 
through the years. There’s no 
doubt I enjoy attending St. Joe, 
but I would appreciate having 
more fun activities to bring us 
together as a community.  

I thought morning assembly 
gave us time unite as a school, 
and we actually saw the 
principal speak. I wish there 
wasn’t homeroom because 
announcements over the 
intercom sometimes can’t be 
heard or are unclear. Morning 
assembly gave us time to see our 
friends and socialize before we 
went to class.  

A month into the year, I can 
say senior year is going great, 
but there could be a couple  of 
changes here and there.  

Yet I remain optimistic that 
it’ll only get better as the year 
progresses. 

The past 
six 
years at 
St. Joe 

have truly been a 
blessing.  When I 
was just 12 years 
old, I embarked 
on a journey that 
has helped mold me into the 
young woman I am today.  

Let’s take it back to August 
of 2009, when I was a skinny, 
geeky girl,  pre-braces and still 
wearing glasses full time. I 
only knew around two to three 
people in my class coming to 
St. Joe.  And like anyone else 
would have been, I was nervous, 
yet eager, to meet all my new 
classmates who I would be with 
until senior year. 

Although I only knew 
a couple of people at the 
beginning of the year, I 
embraced my status. By the 
end of seventh grade, I knew 
everyone and was even elected 
seventh grade secretary. 

Fast-forward to 2014. My 
senior year is here. Honestly, I 
am happy I chose to attend St. 
Joe in the seventh grade.  

For some, St. Joe isn’t their 
choice, and I can understand 

genuine souls here. Two teachers 
immediately come to mind: 
Brother John Brennan and  Mrs. 
Pam Walberg.

Brother John Brennan spends 
much of his spare time helping 
the poor in the Greater Jackson 
area. His selflessness inspires 
me and reminds me to be forever 
thankful for my situation, which 
could be much worse.

Up until this year, Mrs. 
Walberg served as Speech and 
Debate coach.  Mrs. Walberg 
dedicated a lot of time to the 
Speech and Debate team.  It is  
because of teachers like them 
that so many of our students at 
St. Joe are successful in school 
and in life.  

Now as I begin my journey to 
college, I am looking back over 
my tenure at St. Joe. I can say I 

am pleased with where I am now 
as young woman, ready to take 
the world on and completely 
dominate everything I do.

St. Joseph Catholic School 
is an exceptional place to be to 
develop in every aspect of life, 
spiritually, emotionally, socially 
and academically.  

I challenge all students in the 
school to fully appreciate where 
you are and embrace every 
opportunity offered to you. Take 
a chance and step outside of 
your comfort zone.  As cliche 
as that sounds, it’s probably one 
of the best pieces of advice you 
could receive in life.

Try out for the school fall play 
or musical. Learn a new sport 
and try out for a team. Join the 
Speech and Debate team and 
discover your public speaking 
abilities.

It’s all available here. You 
don’t want to look back at 
your senior year and have done 
nothing. That won’t look good 
on college applications.

So thank you, St. Joe, for 
influencing me in a positive light 
and helping me to step out of 
my comfort zone and discover 
everything I could do. 

For that, I am forever grateful.

Our mission at St. Joseph Catholic School is 
to put others before ourselves and keep Jesus 
first in our lives.

School can be stressful sometimes, and we 
lose track on what is most important. School 
should be a place where we see our teachers 
and friends as a family. We shouldn’t tear 
each other down. 

We at The Bear Facts would love to see 
our fellow classmates build each other up as 
well as offer constructive criticism – all in an 
effort to become a better student.  

This year, our school’s theme is “Joy at the 
Joe.” And the goal is to make sure everyone 
is included in every activity. We want to make 
sure that Jesus is the center of everything we 
do.

While many people tend to stay with their 
set of friends, our mission this year is to 
mingle outside our circle and form new, 
life-long friends. At St. Joe, we are all a 
family even though we have many different 
backgrounds. Our school is small and diverse. 
We often meet many people with different as 
well as similar traditions.

This Opinion page is dedicated to sharing 
opinions and observations about the good 
things going on in our school. Your school 
newspaper gives student journalists an  
opportunity to communicate with you about 
the “Joy at the Joe.”

God gives all of us different gifts and talents 
to share with you and others. Even if we 
don’t succeed in some of the activities we’re 
involved in, we should still have joy because 
there are some people who are in worse 
situations than we are. “Joy at the Joe” gives 
us the opportunity to continue our Christian 
mission as well as becoming more intelligent 
by the day. 
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          St. Joe isn’t 
just like the other 
schools in the metro 
area. St. Joe is 
better.”

“ 
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