
experienced. 
Of course, 

however, there is a 
downside. 

I’ll miss simple 
lunchtime meals, 
joking and talking 
with my friends, 
the scenic route 
along the lake 
when walking to Jazz Band, 
and even being told at least four 
times to take off my Navy blue 
sweater in homeroom. 

St. Joe is an environment like 
none other, and I will miss it.

All the opportunities I’ve been 
given here – journalism, speech 
and debate, cross country, track, 
Youth Legislature and religious 
education – could not have been 
possible in another setting. 

Some people may remember 
the disgruntled eighth grader that 
I was at St. Joe. Most people, 
however, now realize I changed 
dramatically in returning to St. 
Joe in the spring of my freshman 
year after a brief stint that fall in 
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Opening a dialogue with Muslims

“Prom.”
– Chauncey Taylor, 11th grade

“Graduating.”
– Farrah Jones, 12th grade

“Football season in the fall.”
– Jack Garrard, 10th grade

Several weeks ago, 
the French satirical 
magazine Charlie 
Hebdo was attacked by 

Islamist extremists known as 
the Karachi Brothers – both of 
whom had ties to al-Qaida. 

The magazine was attacked 
for its cartoon depictions of the 
Islamic prophet Mohammed, 
which is seen as blasphemous 
within the religion. While 
zero logical thinkers have 
condoned the actions of the 
Karachi Brothers, many have 
said that Charlie Hebdo could 
have expected this outcome 
based on previous editions 
of the magazine that was  
published depicting the prophet 
Mohammed. 

Among those who spoke 
about the violence was Pope 
Francis, saying “In theory, we 
can say a violent reaction to an 
offense or provocation isn’t a 
good thing. In theory, we can 
say that we have the freedom to 
express ourselves. But we are 
human. And there is prudence, 
which is a virtue of human 
existence.” 

The terrorizing of magazines, 
newspapers, and various other 
media outlets for the depiction 
of Mohammed is nothing new 
to the global sphere. If you’ll 
remember back to 2006 when 
vehement protest broke out 
against the Danish government 

after pictures 
depicting the 
prophet were 
published. 

Similarly, 
after the film 
“Innocence of 
Muslims” was 
released depicting 
Mohammed as a 
sexual deviant, 
attacks and protests in four 
countries were recorded.

The question that constantly 
arises is how far is too far. 

In itself, the Quran does 
not prohibit the depiction of 
Mohammed. But the Hadith, 
which tells Muslims how to live 
an exceptional life, does prohibit 
the depiction of Mohammed. 

Print journalism allows for 
a direct median between a 
journalist and the public. And in 
many ways this median is not 
being respected. Through the 
disrespectful depiction of the 
prophet Mohammed, we allow 
ourselves to have our attention 
taken away from productive 
narratives that matter. 

If Charlie Hebdo wanted 
to adequately provide counter 
narratives to the radical Islamist 
movement, they could have done 
so in a respectful manner – one 
that offers insight and spurs 
intellectual conversation. 

As often stated, freedom of 
speech does not act as protection 

from ignorant or unwarranted 
comments. This does not act 
as a justification for radical 
Islamist to perpetuate violence, 
but rather an argument counter 
to those whom misuse the rights 
warranted to them.

However, like Voltaire, “I do 
not agree with what you have to 
say, but I’ll defend to the death 
your right to say it.”

 The ignorant babble 
submitted by those seeking to 
counter institutions like Charlie 
Hebdo is likewise without a leg 
to stand on. Counter narratives 
to the messages of terrorist 
organizations such as al-Qaida, 
Boko Horam, the Islamic State 
in Iraq and Syria or the Islamic 
State in the Levant will be 

published. 
The second question that must 

be applied is how. How must we 
counter narratives to the radical 
Islamist movement without 
offending the majority of non- 
radicalized Muslims? 

To answer this, we must look 
at organizations such as the 
Quilliam Foundation. Founded 
by Maajid Nawaz, a former 
Muslim who propagandized 
for the Islamist organization 
Hizb ut-Tahrir, the activist 
group Quilliam attempts to 
provide, advocate and facilitate 
intellectual discussions to both 
Muslims and non-believers 
on the faults in the Islamist 
propaganda story. 

Specifically, the organization 
analyzes inconstancies in the 
message of misguided terrorist 
cells like the Islamic State. 
Furthermore, Quilliam acts 
as a median between the U.S. 
government and Muslims at risk 
of conceiting to radical Islam.

The role of journalism in this 
movement for religious respect 
and intellectual dialogue is 
large. And we will either apply 
a boisterous message or placid 
silence which will affect us all 
greatly. 

Noah Greene, a junior at 
St. Joseph Catholic School, is 
managing editor of The Bear 
Facts.

“Moving into high school.”
– Jennifer Nguyen, eighth grade

“Getting better at playing the drums.”
– Tramia Rogers, seventh grade

NOAH 
GREENE

managing editor

         In itself, 
the Quran does 
not prohibit 
the depiction of 
Mohammed. But 
the Hadith, which 
tells Muslms how to 
live an exceptional 
life ... does.”
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A temporary goodbye to St. Joe 
public school.

St. Joseph Catholic School, 
with its namesake the father of 
Jesus, has been like a parent to 
me – consistently guiding me in 
the right direction and yearning 
for my success. 

St. Joe has made my dreams 
a reality. And for that, I am 
thankful. 

I cannot wait to serve my 

Elation surged through 
my quivering palm as 
I looked at my phone 
and saw Washington 

was calling. 
The message was simple and 

to-the-point: “On behalf of Sen. 
Thad Cochran, you’ve been 
appointed a U.S. Senate page.”

My junior year of high 
school rushed before my eyes. 
September felt like year one, 
and I had a whole lifetime until 
I would leave for the District of 
Columbia, our nation’s capital.

This is as best I can describe 
how I felt when I received the 
news that I would leave in late 
January to join thirty other high 
school juniors and serve as a 
U.S. Senate page. I’ll live in a 
nice dorm, go to school in the 
early-morning hours, and work 
in the U.S. Senate after classes.

This call was a dream come 
true. 

This semester will be the 
polar opposite of any other 
educational setup I’ve ever 

country in the Senate. Yet, at 
the same time, my ultimate goal 
remains to return to St. Joe in the 
fall for my senior year; return 
to the excellent educational 
programs that have prepared me 
for a broad college curriculum; 
return to the beautiful campus 
I've called home for so long;  
return to the teachers, staff, 
administration, and students that 
have helped me and prodded 
me along when I was ready to 
accept defeat. 

Because I’ve never been good 
with  goodbyes, and because the 
literal use of farewell goes with 
the intention of never returning, 
I bid you adieu, St. Joe. (Until 
we meet again.)

Jack Hall served last year and 
last fall as sports editor of The 
Bear Facts while a junior at St. 
Joseph Catholic School. Hall 
is serving as a page in the U.S. 
Senate.

JACK HALL

          St. Joseph 
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with its namesake 
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me – consistently 
guiding me in the 
right direction and 
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“The Super Bowl.”
–  Grayson  Guillory, ninth grade

This month at St. Joe, we take time to 
recognize the Lady Bruins soccer team for 
winning the state championship for class 2A 
Saturday.  

It has been almost 10 years since the girls 
soccer team has won the state championship.  
The team had been looking forward to that 
moment since defeating some of their most 
challenging teams.  

Many players were nervous about the 
outcome. But with hard work, they pulled 
through. 

Soccer players spent weeks running and 
training in the coldest weather to stregthen 
their skills.  Our senior captains then led the 
team to victory.

Many times we often forget to recognize the 
hard work and dedication of our athletes.  Our 
athletes juggle school, work and sports – but 
they still manage to do their best to hold the 
team together. 

For St. Joe to be such a small school, we 
have some of the most talented people. Our 
teams are very diverse.  Each and every 
person brings a unique skill to his or her 
team. The cliche phrase of “there is no I in 
team” is very true.  

The soccer team worked as one to 
bring success to our school.  Great 
accomplishments bring positive attention to 
our school. 

The success of this weekend shows that we 
can stand out even if we are a small school.  
Congratulations to our girls, we appreciate 
your work.


