
Just minutes before his 
Sunday performance, 
talented senior drummer 
Buddy Paul Martin was 

preparing himself for his last 
ever “Gifts of the Season.” 

With drumsticks in hand, Buddy said, “I’m 
a little nervous, but I’m definitely ready.”

“Gifts of the Season,” the annual, wildly  popular Christmas 
concert staged by the Fine Arts Department every year, took place 
at 7 p.m. on Dec. 5 and at 2 p.m. on Dec. 7.

 The event began with a creative poem by Emily Miller titled 
“My Christmas Tree,” which greeted the audience with a feeling of 
Christmas.

Most of the songs were traditional Christmas songs, but with 
their own St. Joe touch. A great example would be “Silent Night”. 
The singers gave a powerful representation arrangement of a  
longtime seasonal favorite. 

In “Ding Dong Merrily on High,” Mr. Ronnie Russell, the band 
director and chairman of the Fine Arts Department, seemingly 
controlled the band and worked them like clockwork. 

Every section played exactly when they were supposed to, 
which created a blend of beautiful sounds. The band and choir came 
together in “Carol of the Bells.”

need a satisfying Thanksgiving meal. 
His kindness does not stop there; he 
encourages the spirit of giving to others 
during Christmas time as well.

Brother John has been giving gifts 
to those in need for approximately 16 
years. 

“When I first came here, we would 
have two big tables filled with toys 
and educational things,” he said. “We 
would then bring in wrapping paper, and 
I would let my seniors wrap these toys 
and put the names on it.”

Among the popular items people 
donate are bikes, books and anything a 
child may need. Each gift has a child’s 

Two St. Joseph 
Catholic School students 
– juniors Benjamin Payne 
and Noah Greene – will 
lead Youth Legislature 
next year as governor and 
lieutenant governor.

Payne was unopposed 
in his race for governor, 
while Greene defeated 
another candidate for 
the No. 2 post. They will 
preside over the Junior 
youth Assenmbly next 
spring and the Youth 
Legislature next fall.

“This is a great 
opportunity to showcase 
St. Joe’s strong leadership,” Greene 
said. “With Ben as governor and me as 
lieutenant govertnor, Youth Legislature 
will never be the same. We bring a 
vibrancy to the offices this program has 
rarely seen.”

St. Joe Principal Keith Barnes agreed.
“This is a great and notable 

achievement for two outstanding 
students,” Mr. Barnes said. “To win 
the top two elected positions – one 
unopposed – says a lot about Ben’s 
and Noah’s leadership skills and their 
ability to get things done. It also says a 
lot about the quality of students we have 
here at St. Joe.”

The 2014 session of the Youth 
Legislature took place last month in 
downtown Jackson. The three-day 
conference is a mock legislature in 
which high school students craft, debate 
and vote on bills.

Payne and Greene led a 27-member 
delegation from St. Joe to the annual 
conference. Youth Legislature is a 
program for ninth through 12th grade 
students.

The Junior Youth Assembly, which 
will meet in the spring, is a similar 
program on a smaller scale and designed 
for sixth, seventh, eighth and  ninth 
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7th grader
advances 
to Madison 
County bee

See SPELLING BEE, Page 3

By LEILA DE GRUY
The Bear Facts

Seventh grade student Neziah Ig-
webuike will advance to the upcoming 
Madison County Spelling Bee follow-
ing her win at the annual St. Joe Bee on 
Monday, Dec. 1.

Igwebuike competed with 17 other 
seventh and eighth grade students. Af-
ter many tough rounds of competition, 
Igwebuike emerged victorious and took 
the coveted spot in the county competi-
tion.

The final two competitors were Ig-
webuike and eighth grader Anna Rose 
Myrick. Seventh grader Caleb Fields 
took third place.

The Spelling Bee has been a signifi-
cant event for students in grades 7 and 
8 for many years at St. Joe. Even though 
it is a competition, students always have 
a great time. 

“I may not have won,” Myrick said,  

Annual, popular ‘Gifts of the Season’ Christmas concert 
spreads holiday cheer at St. Joseph Catholic School

TOP PHOTO: Buddy Paul Martin, left, Maddy Davis and Robert Simmons 
entertain guests in the lobby of the Fine Arts building during intermission of 
“Gifts of the Season” on Sunday, Dec. 7. “Gifts of the Season” is produced 
annually by  the Fine Arts Department. Photo by Jack Hall/The Bear Facts.

BOTTOM PHOTO: Jack Collins, left, Caleb McCullum and Ronnie Russell 
perform during intermission. Mr. Russell serves as chairman of the St. Joe 
Fine Arts Department and teaches band at St. Joe. Photo by Frances Huff/ 
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See GIFTS OF THE SEASON, Page 7

Every year, Brother John goes out of 
his way to collect gifts for those in need.

Brother John is the 11th grade religion 
teacher and 12th grade government 
teacher.  He has always been active in 
the community and is always trying to 
find ways to help others.  

During Thanksgiving, Brother John 
fed many families with the help of the 
7th-8th graders, in addition to several 
other active campus organizations. He 
asked everyone to donate just a little 
bit of money to help give those in 

name on it in order to make it feel more 
personal. The Service Club and many 
teachers also help donate and volunteer 
for this great cause. 

These days, on the weekends, Brother 
John brings toys and volunteers to a 
chapel to help him label each toy.

Around 30 families are helped each 
year through this program, which means 
around 60 to 90 children receive toys 
for the holiday season. Brother John 
makes sure families receive toys as well 
as necessities. 

“We get warm clothing for children,” 
Brother John said. “We’ll buy things 
like underwear, socks, and jackets if 
needed. We’ll buy uniforms for Jackson 
public school kids. We’ll buy shirts, 

         We would have two 
big tables filled with 
toys and educational 
things.”

–  Brother John Brenan

“ 
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spelling the winning word “con-
sistency,” she was announced the 
2014 St. Joe Spelling Bee Cham-
pion. Next up for her is the Madi-
son County Spelling Bee.

“I just hope that I’m not the 
first out.” Igwebuike says with a 
laugh. “Honestly, I would like to 
place first or second.”
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         I may not have 
won, but I had a 
wonderful time.”

– Anna Rose
 Myrick

“ 

SPELLING BEE, from page 1

Photo by Leila De Grey/ The  Bear Facts

“but I had a wonderful time.”
The competition began with 

words such as “canteen,” “slight” 
and “culture” – which proved to 
be quite simple for the experi-
enced spellers. 

As the rounds went on, the 
words became harder and the 
competition thinned out. Fields, 
Myrick and Igwebuike remained 
as the final three.

Igwebuike, coming off of a 
victory in the sixth grade spell-
ing bee, was confident coming 
into the middle school bee. But 
her confidence did not stop her 
from studying hard. 

“I studied with my younger 
sister over the break. She was a 
really big help.”

All of Igwebuike’s studying 
paid off when, after correctly 

YOUTH LEG, from page 1
grade students. Like Youth 
Legislature, Junior Youth 
Assembly delegates craft, debate 
and vote on proposed legislation.

Youth Legislature, which 
took place  Nov. 19-21, held 
sessions at the Marriott, the Old 
Capitol and the War Memorial 
building in downtown Jackson. 
Students met there in legislative 
committees and then in mock 
House and Senate sessions.

If student legislators approved 
bills, they went  to the Youth 
Legislature governor for his 
signature or veto. 

The leadership for the 
program comes directly from  
the students, and each year’s 
session elects a full cabinet of 
officers that serve over the next 
year’s Youth Legislature. 

The governor, the highest 
ranking official in the Youth 
Legislature, presents legislative 
proposals, signs or vetoes bills, 
makes appointments, holds 
press conferences, and acts as 
spokesman. 

The lieutenant governor, the 
second highest position, presides 
over Senate meetings and all 
joint meetings of both Houses. 
He also fulfills the duties of the 
governor in his absence.

Payne and Greene had to meet 
multiple prerequisites in order to 
run for office, including having 
at least one year of previous 
experience in Youth Legislature, 
the ability to speak in public, 

knowledge of parliamentary 
procedure, knowledge of present 
day issues and problems and a 
strong demeanor.

Both Payne and Greene have 
participated in Youth Legislature 
since the 10th grade; they have 
also participated on the Bruin 
Speech and Debate Team since 
ninth grade.

Zach Smith, a senior who has 
attended the Youth Leg since 
10th grade, plans to use the 
experiences he has had at Youth 
Legislature to help him on his 
path to a career in politics. 

“It’s useful to experience first 
hand how the legislative process 
is carried out in Mississippi and 
how proposed bills become laws, 
especially for people like me 
interested in politics as a career,” 
Smith said. 

“I can tell how much I have 
improved and learned over 
the past three years,” he said. 
“I also look forward to seeing 
everyone’s neat ties.”

Neziah Igwebuike, far right, a seventh grader, won the St. Joe 
Spelling Bee. Eighth grader Anna Rose Myrick took second while 
seventh grader Caleb Fields took third place.

BROTHER JOHN, from page 1
pants, skirts, or whatever they 
need.” 

Brother John also makes sure 
St. Joseph has an angel tree every 
year, sometimes known as the 
giving tree. 

For the giving tree, Brother 
John tells everyone what gender 
the child is and people bring gifts 
for the specific child they were 
assigned.  

Brother John said his mother 
and father were very involved 
in the community too. As a 
child, Brother John’s parish got 
together a group of people, which 

his parents were 
very active in, 
to help those 
people in need 
in his area. 

Also, in high 
school Brother 
John was a part 
of the Legion of 
Mary – a group 
that helped tutor kids and played 
sports with them once a week. 

Brother John has always been 
willing to help, even since a very 
young age.

Many students look up to 

Brother John. They aspire to give 
and help as much as him. Senior 
Angel Espino is one of them. 

“Brother John is always busy 
helping others,” Espino said, 
“and there is not a moment where 
he isn’t giving.” 

Brother John is inspiring 
people from a very young age, 
the way his parents inspired him.

Marion Welsh also looks up to 
Brother John.

“He always brings us cookies, 
and he’s just always giving,” she 
said. 

“He’s shaping students into 
loving, giving people. Brother 
John is a role model to all 
students.”

        Brother John 
is always busy 
helping others.”

– Angel Espino, 
a senior

“ 
JOHN 

BRENNAN

Photo by Leila De Gruy/The Bear Facts

Celebration of Mass    Christmas jams countdown 
By LEILA DE GRUY

The Bear Facts

Christmas is one of the best 
times of year. Many things con-
tribute to making it so great, such 
as presents, Santa Claus, snow, 
and music. Christmas music is 
one of the best things to get peo-
ple into the Christmas spirit. 

Both seventh grader Layla 
Lewis’ and 10th grader Winford 
Ross’s favorite Christmas song 
is “Jingle Bells”, which was 
written by James Lord Pierpont 
in 1857.

They both love the fast pace 
of the song. Lewis loves how it 
makes her happy during Christ-
mas time, and Ross loves how it 
gets him in the spirit of Christ-
mas. 

Griffin Hardeman, an eighth-
grader, loves the Christmas song 
“Mary Did You Know?”,  writ-
ten by Mark Lowry and Buddy 
Greene and released in 1992. 

“The song has to do with the 

person that sacrificed his life for 
me and his lovely mother, it also 
shows all the sacrifices Mary 
went through to have Jesus,” said 
Hardeman. 

“All I Want For Christmas is 
You” is by Mariah Carey and was 
released on her fourth album in 
1994. 

“I like the song ‘All I Want 
For Christmas is You’ because I 
believe Mariah Carey is a really 
good singer and performer,” said 
Drew Milner, a 12th grader here 
at St. Joseph. 

 Grayson Gulliory of the ninth 
grade and Luci Strong of the 11th 
both love the Christmas song  
“Jingle Bell Rock,” which is a 
popular Christmas song first re-
leased by Bobby Helms in 1958.

They both agree that it is the 
best Christmas song ever made.

“I love the beat of the song 
and the lyrics are so catchy,” said 
Gulliory.

Strong said:“The best rendi-
tion of this song is the one from 

the movie Mean Girls.” 
Eighth grader Maggie Eidt’s 

favorite Christmas song is an 
original song called “Merry 
Christmas” by ninthgraders Trey 
Frierson and Hayden Brice. 

“I like this song because it’s 
original rap by the two funniest 
guys I know. It’s fun to watch 
them sing it, and it really gets me 
in the mood for Christmas time,” 
said Eidt.

Isabelle Robinson of the ninth 
grade has a deep love for the 
Christmas song “Believe” by 
Josh Groban. 

It was released in 2004 on the 
soundtrack of “The Polar Ex-
press.” 

“Well, ‘The Polar Express’ has 
been my favorite Christmas mov-
ie of all time since I was little and 
I love the whole soundtrack but 
if I had to choose one song to be 
my favorite it would be ‘Believe’ 
by Josh Groban. Its such a sweet 
song about Christmas,” said 
Robinson.
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         I can tell 
how much I have 
improved and 
learned over the 
past three years.”

– Zach Smith

“ 

Retired Bishop William Houck leads the Mass of the Immaculate Conceprtion at St. Joseph 
Catholic School on Monday, Dec. 8, in the Fine Arts theater.
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